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RE Report, In the Heat of the Summer-by Paul Anderson

     Not that the last month or so wasn’t hot enough. The heat was welcome 
though after a couple of wet and snow events this spring (?).
I really dropped the ball in the last issue by failing to note that our own Jerry 
Wannarka was the recipient of the 2015 Woolf 
Barnato trophy at the January National Conven-
tion. Jerry is a long time Region member and has 
served SCCA with distinction at both the regional 
and national levels, most recently as Chairman 
of the national Board of Directors. The Barnato 
trophy is given for, and I quote: “presented to the 
member who has made the most outstanding 
long-term contribution”. This is SCCA’s most prestigious award and I cannot 
think of a more deserving recipient.
     Also in the deserving member category, your Board of Directors honored 
Sue Roethel by naming her a Director Emeritus of the Region. Many of you 
know Sue and are familiar with her contributions over many years. I can’t 
even begin to name everything she has done for the Region.  As an example I 
remember (in the pre-internet days) sitting at her house folding, stapling and 
stamping race announcements to get them in the mail. Sue was a steward at the 
June MARRS and we presented her with the award. As a Director Emeritus, 
when (not if) your Board messes up she can give us hell.
The big item on the agenda is the upcoming Regional elections for our Board 

of Directors. There will be five of the nine positions 
open this year. WDCR is a club, but it’s also a busi-
ness with a substantial cash flow. It’s important to our 
future that we have a Board comprised of members 
who have the best interests of the entire club at heart 
and are willing to look into the cloudy crystal ball 
to help guide us forward. You could be one of them. 
There are two ways to become a candidate, the first 
is being selected by our nominating committee and 

the second is by submitting a petition to the Board. Check out the bylaws on 
the Region webpage (http://www.wdcr-scca.org/) if you might be interested in 
running. 
     Speaking of cloudy crystal balls, my comments in the last Straightpipe 
about Dominion Raceway haven’t come to pass. They unfortunately did not 
pass SCCA inspection and we had to cancel the Memorial Day PDX which 
was scheduled there. Track management assures us that they are working on 
correcting the deficiencies and, if there is an opening in the calendar, we will 
reschedule for later this year.
     The new WDCR initiative, Bracket Racing, is set to debut at the July 
MARRS. This is an exciting concept and goes back to the roots of SCCA racing 

1



Ro
ad

 R
al

ly
 R

ep
or

t
where you “run what you brung”. We’re hoping to attract new people to our program as well as give current mem-
bers a second run group where the competition will be a little different. By the way, if you can come up with a 
better name for the concept, we’d love to hear it. (We don’t want confusion with SCCA National’s ‘Bracket Enduro’ 
program.) There might even be a prize for the best idea.
     I was thinking about the Region and our members the other day. WDCR is a “jumbo” region (one of the larg-
est in SCCA) and we run a variety of programs. Our membership is around 2200 people. I tried guesstimating 
the number of people active in each area of interest and came up with about 1500 folks who participate in one 
or more programs as driver, crew or worker. “Well, what about the missing 700 members?”  I’m glad you asked. 
Some have moved out of the area and keep their WDCR membership of course, but there are a bunch more who 
don’t currently participate. There are lots of opportunities for you to come join the fun. You can participate by en-
tering or helping to staff an event and there is always a need for more assistance with club operations like putting 
the Straightpipe together or reaching out to gather new members.

Road Rally Report  -by Dennis Blevins    
     The MGs of Baltimore in partnership with the Washington, DC region of the Sports Car Club of America held 
the twenty-seventh annual running of the “Get the Dust Off ” rally on Sunday, May 1st. As the name implies, the 
event was held by the marque club for many, many years as their first rite of Spring – to have their members get 
their sports cars out of the garage from their winter hibernation and get ready for the upcoming driving season. 
In order to raise interest in the sport (and to help cover insurance needs!) MGOB and WDCR joined forces sev-
eral years ago to put on and sanction the event. (After all – SCCA has some of its deepest founding roots in Road 
Rally.)
     As has been the case in the past several years, the event started at Eric and Mary Salminen’s “farm” in Kings-
ville, MD and finished at the Dejon Vineyards and Winery in Hydes, MD. The sixty-file mile rally route covered 
scenic country roads in northern Baltimore County and Harford County, MD and even touched briefly into 
southern York County, PA. There were forty-seven checkpoints in the “Monte Carlo” route but just fifteen were 
manned and scored. In a Monte Carlo rally the instructions tell the competitors where the checkpoints are and 
the perfect time to be at each one, the trick is they don’t know which ones will count toward their total score. 
Thirty-six teams registered for the event and included cars from a 1955 MG TF through a 2016 Mini Clubman, 
plus everything in between. Possibly because of the rainy weather, only six of the “little British cars” turned out 
for the event. Competition classes were provided for the standard SCCA groupings – equipped, limited, stock, 
and novice – plus “Vintage” (prior to 1960), “Historic 1”  (1960’s), and “Historic 2” (1970’s and early 1980’s). 
There was also a “seat of the pants” class provided for those inclined toward “let’s not get too serious about this 
and have fun”. Eric Salminen and Dennis Blevins served as rallymasters.
     Limited class was won by William and Joseph Lagasse in their 2016 Mini Clubman. Stock class honors went 
to Will Moser and Kyle Rand running in a 2000 Subaru Impreza while the large “Novice” class win was taken by 
the mother and son team of Beth Ann and Ryan Stasiowski in their 2014 Acura TSX. There were no entrants for 
the “equipped” class. The “Vintage” class was won by Mike and Mary Lutz in their pristine 1955 MG TF. Historic 
I saw Chris and Diane Horant taking the first place award in their 1967 “original” Mini and Carole and Richard 
Jefferson took home the award in the Historic II class while piloting their 1974-1/2 MGB. Joann and Rob Benson 
topped the “seat of the pants” class with their Honda CRV,

 While the scores were being tabulated at the winery finish the competitors were swapping tales (or lies) of 
their day’s adventures, checking their door-prize tickets for winners, and participating in the wine tasting which 
was included in their rally entrance fee. Bottles of Dijon’s wine were awarded to the first, second, and third (and 
sometimes fourth) place finishers in each class. Due to the number of classes and participating teams, over thirty 

Article photos courtesy Bruce Bubeck
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bottles of wine were handed out. The novice team of Beth Ann and Ryan Stasiowski finished with the lowest score 
of the day (90). Therefore, they not only received the first place award for that class but were also presented with 
a gift certificate provided by the Winery for a complementary private wine tasting party for twenty people.  A 
GOOD time was had by all.
     It is noteworthy that four members of the same family made up the first and second place teams in the novice 
class. Two of those family members attended our rally school several years ago. We will be holding the school 
again in April, 2017.

Solo Report  -by Evanthe Salisbury

     The Solo Program has had a busy first half of the season!  Between multiple Level 1 and Level 2 Schools, Test 
and Tunes, and local Championship events, we have also hosted to National level events!  And as usual, it’s not 
autocross season in the DC Region without the need to move event dates due to the NFL Schedule being released, 
major concerts, and rain... lots of rain.
     The National Pro Solo was held on May 13 - 15, and the DC Region hosted 207 
competitors.  National course designer and DC Region member Lee Piccione de-
signed two challenging uphill “mirror image” courses.  It usually rains at the DC 
Region Pro Solo, and the 2016 event was no exception as the rains wiped out many 
Saturday afternoon runs.  But in the end, the DC Region was thrilled to crown its very 
own John Vitamvas as the winner of the Super Challenge!
     The National Championship Tour was held on June 17-19 after being moved for 
Axel Rose and the Guns and Roses tour.  This forced the National office to bring a 
skeleton crew and require use of nearly all of our equipment since usually National 
brings everything but cones, fire extinguishers, and red flags.  The date change may 
have hurt our participation numbers, but that also gave us, and our chapter club, Autocrossers Incorporated, an 
opportunity to truly demonstrate our leadership skills to the National office.  This event wouldn’t have been as 
successful without Autocrossers Inc’s help, and we thank them immensely for that.  National course designer and 
DC Region member Sam Strano designed a course that took advantage of the whole F Lot at FedExField, and 
Adam George designed a fun Test and Tune course as well.   In addition, congratulations are an order for lots of 
local drivers/region members who won trophies on our home parking lot!
AS - Josh Luster (1st) and Larry Casey (2nd)
BS - Michael Moran (1st), Andy Thomas (2nd), Andrew Graul (4th)
CS - Brian Garfield (1st) and Chris Higgins (3rd)
FS - Courtney Cormier (1st) and Steve Brown (2nd)
GS - Mike Lane (2nd)
HS - John Crooke (1st) and Marshall Cone (2nd)
SSR - Sam Strano (1st) and John Vitamvas (3rd)
STF - Chris Lin (1st) and Daniel Gross (2nd)
STS - Alan Claffie (3rd)
STX - Matt Jones (3rd), Greg Pollack (4th), Ryan Davies (5th)
STXL - Jen Fox (1st)
STR - Brian Karwan (2nd), Shane Chinonn-Rhoden (3rd), Tom 
Layton (4th)
STU - Martin Kriz (1st), Okas Elam (2nd), Jerry Byrd (3rd)
SSP - Shelly Monfort (1st) 
BSP - Kirk Boston (1st)
CSP - Danny Kao (1st), Mike Kline (2nd), Justin Rest (3rd)
DSP - Nate Atkins (1st) and Doug Keiler (2nd)
SM - Alex Maximov (2nd)
FJA - Tyler Cormier (2nd)
CAMS - Henry Siddeley (1st)
     Way to bring home some hardware everyone! See you at FedEx-
Field on July 9th for a Level 2 school, a championship event on July 

Support Our Generous Sponsors
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10th, a Test and Tune on July 17th, and a Level 1 school on July 23rd.  We will also have a school on August 13, a 
championship event on August 21, and then we’re locked out until October 8th for a school, and our last champi-
onship events are a double weekend - Oct 29 and 30.

RX Report -By Josh Hickey

      DC RallyCross has completed three events for 2016 so far. For the first event we 
returned to our previous-year venue at Gravel Mountain in Frostburg, Maryland. 
A strong pool of competitors battled brisk early-season weather and each other for 
17 total runs on the day with the fastest drivers racking up over 800 seconds of total 
course time, on two fast and flowing courses. For our second event, we headed to a 
new venue, the Rally Farm, in Catlett, Virginia. The Rally Farm, owned by veteran 
rallyists Lance and Robin Weisenfluh, is a huge rural venue with multiple fields and excellent location to North-
ern Virginia and the I-95 corridor. Unlike Gravel Mountain, the Rally Farm is a dirt and grass venue, giving DC 
RallyCross drivers the opportunity to test their skills and cars on a completely different surface. The weather for 
the inaugural event at the Farm was excellent, and almost 60 competitors showed up, including a large number 
of first-time entrants, to battle it out for over 700 seconds of total seat time on two fast but technically-complex 
courses. All present agreed that the Rally Farm is an excellent new venue and highly convenient to a large number 
of DC RallyCrossers from the DC Metro area. For Event #3, we returned to Rally Farm again, but this time in the 
summer heat. A strong breeze kept it comfortable and once again over 50 competitors showed up for some great 
techincal courses that challenged many of the top competitors and opened the door for several drivers to pick up 
their first podium finishes. Once again, everyone enjoyed the Farm and are looking forward to returning there 
in the second half of the season. For July, DC RallyCross is hosting the inaugural East Coast National Challenge 
event, which will be run by the SCCA national office. This three-day event, from July 8-10 at Gravel Mountain in 
Frostburg, will include a test day and two competition days. With a large group of entries expected and high pro-
file, the “Eastern States Championship” promises to attract an extremely strong and diverse field of drivers from 
all over this half of the country - including several past national champions and a number of Northeast Division 
and Great Lakes Division champions. DC RallyCross welcomes all newcomers to a fun and friendly atmosphere 
(including the Eastern National Challenge!) and we know you’ll have a great time getting dirty with us! 

PDX Report -by Travis Dixon

     Greetings, track-day aficionados! It’s been quiet in PDX and ClubTrial Land since our last event way back in 
April. As you may or may not be aware, we were scheduled to have an event at the new 
Dominion Raceway, but progress just wasn’t far enough along for us to safely hold our 
planned May event there. We’re continuing to work with the track management to make 
sure that when we do finally take the green on their new asphalt that everything will be 
ready and safe for our participants. 
     Our next event is coming up soon! July 16th and 17th, we’ll be on the Shenandoah 
Circuit at Summit Point Motorsports Park. This is a normal event for us, and both PDX 
and ClubTrials groups will be running. Shenandoah is a very fun “Driver’s Track”, and 
with our smaller groups there, fun will be had by all. As usual, we are always looking for 
a few more Flaggers and Instructors to make sure that our students and competitors are 
being watched over by the best in the business. Don’t forget that we have a very popular “Work 3, Get 1 Free” pro-
gram - come flag three PDX days with us, and you’ve earned a free track day. It’s an excellent way to get on track 
without spending a lot of dough. See you on the track!

Club Racing Report -by Greg McDermott
      The Club Racing season has hit the mid-way point, and the battles for MARRS championships are in full 
swing. 
      The early part of the season saw some weather challenges, with a variety of forms of precipitation occur-
ring at Drivers School, MARRS 1, and the Majors event. The D.C. region once again showed that it is a leader in 
instructing Drivers School students in the art of racing in the snow!  A total of 59 new or returning drivers (and 
a multitude of our awesome volunteers) braved the snowy condition to kick off the 2016 season.  MARRS 1 on 
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April 9 - 10 played host to the Northeast Divisional Road Racing Championship Series, as well as the V8 Road 
Racing Series. A promising early registration was somewhat muted by an ominous weather forecast that resulted 
in a number of last minute withdrawals, but as is often the case, weather conditions were not as bad as originally 
predicted. A total 185 cars helped open the chase for MARRS points.   The D.C. Region once again played host to 
a Northeast Conference Majors event on April 30 – May 1. Scheduling issues arising out of Topeka resulted in the 
Summit Point Majors being sandwiched between VIR and Pitt Race as the second of three Majors in five weeks. 
Even with the scheduling quirk, 146 cars showed up to race for their chance to qualify for the 2016 National 
Championship Runoffs at Mid-Ohio.  The MARRS series went on the road to VIR and NJMP in May and early 
June, before returning to Summit Point for MARRS 5 on June 18 – 19.  With 191 cars taking part, this marked the 
Region’s second attempt at hosting a combined MARRS/SARRC event, though our friends to the south have yet to 
materialize in the numbers that our MARRS series sends to the MARRS/SARRC event at VIR.  Through MARRS 
5, championship battles are very close in a number of classes. Thanks to SM driver Ted Cahall, you can keep track 
of all the championship battles at www.marrspoints.com! 
     As the season moves into its second half, we are excited to introduce a new concept to the MARRS weekends. 
At MARRS 6 we will be piloting a Bracket Sprint Racing group in addition to our normal MARRS groups. The 
intent of this race group is to establish close and exciting racing based on the lap time potential of the car and 
driver, and not on car preparation rules that stifle creativity and drive up the cost of racing.  Bracket Racing is 
open to any closed‐wheel cars that meet GCR class rules, MARRS Optional Regional Class rules, as well as any 
vintage racing, BMW club, Porsche club or other racing organization car that also meet GCR safety rules. Modifi-
cation of cars beyond class rules is unrestricted as long as the modifications comply with the safety requirements 
of the GCR. In this concept, all cars race in a single race group, and the race group is subdivided into lap-time 
“brackets”.  Drivers are assigned or qualify into a specific bracket that represents the lap-time potential of the car 
and driver, and in the race they are racing against other drivers in that same bracket. At the end of the race, the 
winner of each bracket is recognized. The objectives of this concept are three-fold: 1) Provide competitive racing 
opportunities to current and former drivers with cars that may no longer be competitive in their GCR class; 2) At-
tract new drivers who want to experience SCCA with a car that meets safety requirements but not necessarily the 
performance prep specifications of specific GCR classes; 3) Provide drivers in existing MARRS race groups with 
additional track time opportunities.  You can find the complete Bracket Racing rules on the D.C. Region web-
site.  MARRS 6 represents the first pilot run of this race group, and I’m sure there will be a learning curve for all 
involved.  We will take what we learn from the experience and tweak the concept as required, with an eye toward 
continuing the concept at the October MARRS. 
 
A Shared Passion -By Dave Gambino 

Automotive racing has a long history in America, with origins rooted in the Prohibition era, when bootleggers 
needed fast cars to outrun the law – today’s racing, however, is much more legal and much, much safer. 

After all these years, why do we continue to race? It’s expensive, for one thing, and definitely dangerous, yet you 
couldn’t keep drivers from racing if you tried. So what keeps us coming back for more? 

One word – community. 
Everyone present at race weekend shares the same passion for racing and cars as the racers themselves – each 

with a willingness to chat about their car or what got them racing in the first place – forming the backbone of the 
racing community.  The shared passion is present especially when someone new joins. Everyone is helpful when a 
new racer needs a hand, freely giving advice on how their car should be set up or how to get the best run through 
turn six. 

Everyone is there to have a good time and the racing community is there to help make that happen. But it’s 
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more than just driving – it’s being completely focused on one thing and one thing only: working on the car dur-
ing the off-season to race faster. 

Chris Etridge, driver of the number 7 ITA Miata, said that for him, working on the car is a stress reliever. “I 
enjoy going to a friend’s garage drinking a few beers and working on the car,” Etridge said. I agreed. 

There’s something about working on the car – whether it’s fixing a broken part or putting new parts on – it’s 
satisfying to see the car do better on the track after working on it. 

During our conversation, I asked Etridge to describe racing in one word. His response? “Calculating.” I 
thought that was a perfect description – drivers are constantly calculating the fastest way around the track. Every 
race is different, pushing you to evaluate each turn, the presence of debris on the track, or deciding where to go 
when making a pass – there is so much going on, even if you know the track like the back of your hand. 

I’ve been spectating at Summit Point Motorsports Park for as long as I can remember. My father, Joel Gam-
bino, driver of the 31 ITA Miata has been spectating at Summit Point since he got his driver’s license – a longer 
time ago than he’s willing to admit. 

Gambino and Wayne Nicolette, driver of the 2 CF (Club Ford), were driving to summit point together to 
watch Trans-Am races and club racing events as soon as Joel could drive, later becoming drivers themselves. 
Gambino raced in ITC for a few seasons in a Fiesta and Nicolette continues to race his number 2 CF , which he’s 
had for  30 years. Though my father stopped racing when I was born, once I was old enough we began to spectate 
and help Nicolette whenever we could. 

A few years ago, however, my dad got his hands on another racecar – this time, he was going to race in ITA. 
We spent the first season learning the ins and outs of the car and trying to get the setup right, getting a lot of help 
and advice along the way from other drivers in the class – namely Owen Schefer driver of the 18 ITA Miata and 
Brent Simonson driver of the 41 ITA Miata.  

Simonson has been racing in the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) since he bought a first generation 
Mazda RX7 around 2001, which he raced for a few seasons. Simonson also had two Miatas that he raced after the 
RX7, one of which Owen helped him build after a bad crash – that’s the car my father bought. 

All in all, racing culture brings people together over a shared passion – I couldn’t imagine doing anything else 
with anyone else. 

We all love going fast, but there’s a certain level of trust that all of these drivers have in each other – everyone 
is out to have fun and no one wants to ruin the race for anyone. Whether you’re a driver or crew, everyone has 
something in common when you’re at the track.    

 

In Memory of Wade Chamberlain  -by Ben Lambiotte

     As another autocross season goes into full swing, I have the gut-wrenching task of remembering in these 
pages WDCR’s perennial XP champion, Wade Chamberlain, who suddenly left this life on April 6, 2016, leaving 
behind a void in our hearts that will never be filled.  Those of you who raced with Wade at FedEx Field knew him 
as a friendly, approachable guy who wheeled his brutally primitive home-brewed Factory Five Cobra around the 
cones (and sometimes through them!) at or beyond its considerable limits of horsepower and grip, in a spectacu-
lar crowd-pleasing fashion.  You all know him as a consummate gentleman, accomplished fabricator and builder, 
and ferocious competitor, and his loss will be felt deeply by the entire field and organizers.
     But for those of us in XP, it is as if the very soul of our motley irreverent group has been torn out.  I remember 
when I first started autocrossing with SCCA at FedEx in my Mark II Factory Five roadster, oh so many years ago.  
The events were huge, and run at what seemed to me a terrifyingly quick tempo, with near-martial precision.  I 
felt bewildered and intimidated.  But I knew Wade and Craig Stuard from the Capital Area Cobra Club, and they, 

and Fred Kelley and Larry Casey, all of whom also wheeled DIY built 
Cobras, gave me cover and encouragement.  We all kept coming back 
because we had so much fun together. 
      I always felt that many serious soloists regarded the “Cobra guys” in 
XP and their “kit” cars with amusement, and, perhaps, with some dis-
dain.  But when the grid banter was over, and Wade was on course, ev-
eryone could see the uncanny symbiotic link he had with his short wheel 
base, ridiculously overpowered machine, as he roared, left foot braked 
and slid around the courses with an impossible combination of precision 
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and raw aggression.  His sheer driving ability quieted doubters, earned respect, and produced raw times that are 
impressive no matter what you drive.  Wade’s example and competitive drive inspired Larry, Fred and Craig (and 
to a far lesser extent me) to step up their games.  For several years, until Larry moved on to factory built rides and 
Fred to other things, there was a friendly but ferocious rivalry among the DC Region’s top Cobra knights that was 
thrilling to behold and an honor to be part of.  

Wade was so much more than a good driver.  He was an accomplished engineer, and success-
ful CEO of an industrial business. He was a loving husband and father, who often strapped his 
daughter Shayna and son Adam in to pull some serious Gs with Daddy at events.  He had a 
wicked and biting sense of humor, but he was never malicious or hateful. He made the finest 
microbrews I’ve ever had, and I know of which I speak on that subject. He harnessed his con-
siderable professional knowledge and talent to both his most beloved pursuits: autocrossing 
and beermaking.  
Between seasons we all used to wait, breathless with anticipation and despair, to see what 
diabolical improvement or evolution to his Cobra he had been keeping under wraps, to inflict 
on us with perverse glee the next year.  Although he consistently took the XP crown, he never 
rested on his laurels or stopped thinking of and executing ways to make the car go faster and 

stick better, or to improve his own skill.  Using a plasma cutters and cast off aluminum beer kegs, food grade 
silicone tubing, sensors, valves, pumps, etc., he designed and built an elegant, highly sophisticated, cart mounted 
three stage brewing factory, that is a truly thing of beauty. It breaks my heart to think that it, along with Wade’s 
now silent Cobra, may now stand idle, never to produce Wade’s magic nectars again.  He also was a master of the 
dark arts of cooking all sorts of wonderful things in a Big Green Egg barbecue.  I have eaten in very fine restau-
rants in capitols and countryside around the world, and nothing has ever rivaled the delicious meals we enjoyed 
at his lovely home, with his wonderful wife Beth and family.  
     In short, in anything Wade undertook to do in his life, he gave his very utmost, with a quiet determination 
that nearly always resulted in success.  He was the consummate self-reliant man.  Many of you will recall that he 
always drove his open top roadster in which he competed to events, towing his race tires on a tiny trailer, rain 
or shine, year round, no matter what.  He got rained and sleeted on so many times it became a running gag.  He 
navigated that deadly unforgiving beast safely to and from events in conditions that would make normal people 
in an AWD SUV pull over and cry.  Once, he had a radiator failure on a lonely stretch of highway on the way 
home, and lost all his coolant.  Putting his knacks for improvisation and thermodynamics to work, and lacking 
any source of water, he used something gooey to patch the hole, and his own pee to get enough fluid in the coils 
to make it home.
     Wade combined in one indispensable individual qualities that, in former times, saved the world from the Na-
zis and put humankind on the moon.  These are all too rare today.  He was an exemplar to everyone, young and 
old, who knew him.  But, despite his many talents, and quite unlike most talented people I have met in my more 
than half century on this orb, Wade never felt the need to brag or put himself above others.
As much as he lived, breathed and excelled at competition, Wade as much or more reveled in the fellowship 
and camaraderie of his brother and sister racers. He truly hated losing, but there was never a more gracious or 
sportsmanlike competitor, win or lose. He was the first to self-effacingly congratulate those who got lucky once 
in a while and edged him. Always the first to offer help and encouragement, always patient with explanations or 
answers to stupid questions about his awesome FFR Cobra, and always quick with that dazzling farm boy smile 
or a goofy joke or prank. The golden moments we all spent on grid, or basking in the afterglow in the paddock, 
swapping lies, trash talk, and enjoying each other’s company, brought him as much or more joy as winning races. 
But now Wade has been taken from us, cut down in the very bloom of his life. In ancient times, blind poets 
chronicled the deeds of fallen heroes. They became mythic legends through remembrance of their deeds and 
character. I consider myself privileged to witness and to sometimes chronicle on various websites in overwrought 
prose like this, the exploits of this modern day hero. With infinite sadness I tear up when I think of him, without 
shame, for all of those stories have now been written, and never will there be more.  He was the very soul of our 
region’s XP class. I know I speak for all of us when I  say that, for as long as we autocross, there will be an empty 
spot on grid, once occupied by the old familiar 22 XP, just as there will always be an empty place in our lives, 
once occupied by our dear departed friend. He has now passed into legend, but it consoles me to imagine that, in 
the whisper of the wind, I can sometimes hear a far-away echo of the unmistakeable roar of doom of Wade in his 
insane Cobra, bouncing the rev limiter in a cloud of tire smoke. 
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In Memory of Joe Willer
    Joe H. “Bear” Willer, 80, of Waverly, NY passed away on Thursday, June 23, 2016 at 
ElderWood Health Care Facility. He was born on January 21, 1936 in Chicago, IL the 
son of the late Harold and Marion (Teas) Willer.
Joe was a Retired Captain of the US Marine Corps, serving from 1951-1973, and served 
during the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 
     He worked at Leprino’s in the Environmental Operations in South Waverly for 
20 years, retiring in 2001. Joe was a Lifetime Member of Greater Valley EMS, Sayre, 
a member of the South Waverly Fire Department, a member of the South Waverly 
Boro Emergency Management Division, a lifetime member of the VFW Post #2721, 
Cuba, NY, a member of Waverly American Legion Post, a member of the Marine Corp 
League, Towanda, PA and the Marine Corp Mustang Association, was a member of 
the Retired Officers Association, and a member of the AMVETS and the Disabled 
American Veterans. Joe also was a member of the following associations Race Groups 
of North America, the Sports Car Club of America, Formula One Association, CART, R.S.I., and a member of 
R.C.A.
     Joe is survived by his wife of 20 years Peggy at home, children Lindsay Miller of Cuba, NY, Michael and Sarah 
Ink of Tioga Center, NY, Melanie Bellis of Waverly, NY, Alisa and Scott Skinner of Midwest City, OK, 7 grand-
daughters, 4 grandsons, 4 great-grandchildren and he was looking forward to the birth of his new great-grand-
daughter, and several nieces and nephews.
on SCCA.com. 
  

In Memory of Bill Holden  -by Rich Lorenz
    Mr. Bill Holden passed away on May 30, 2016 in Silver Spring, MD, after battling Alzheimer’s for many years.  
Bill was born in Failsworth, England on November 19, 1932, and came to the U.S. in 1967. He lived in the Sandy 
Spring, MD area for over 45 years, owning and operating George’s Foreign cars 
in Rockville, MD.  His greatest passion was cars, and his second home was the 
Summit Point Race Track, where he enjoyed working, racing, and teaching.  He 
was a long time member of the Sports Car Club of America where he made 
many friends.
    “I met Bill and Kathryn a year after they had moved to Maryland from 
England though a mutual friend who raised and showed Boxers. Bill had been a 
racer back in the sixties, racing the old VIR and Marlboro tracks. 
Later in 1981 Bill helped me as I started racing in SSA, SSGT, Sports Renault and later SRF.  We went everywhere 
together and I remember doing 26 races with him one year. Bill worked Friday at the Track until he was unable 
to continue. I remember his grandson bringing him to see his last race. Kathryn told me that one day he got in 
the car and tried to make it to a race at Summit point and lost his way.  I’ll spare you the details but Alzheimer’s 
turned Bill into the complete opposite of his former energetic and spirited self.  I will miss my old friend deeply 
and hope the lord will bless him with and eternity fun filled bench racing. “
-Tom Wareham
    “He always was willing to lend a hand and give people encouragement.  I was able to win the SR championship 
because of his assistance.
I was in a very tight battle for the championship with Jerry Barnett and it all came down to the Double on Labor 
Day weekend.  During the first race on Sunday with me leading the class, my transmission got stuck in 3rd gear.  
I was able to limp around doing laps with only 3rd, but I finished.  I came into the paddock at the end of the race 
pretty much devastated.  I figured it was all over.  The first thing that happened was Bob Cannon (fellow competi-
tor) offered me his car for the rest of the weekend. This act of kindness caused me to seek solitude in my trailer 
while I shed a tear.  While this was happening, Bill had my car up on jack stands and was diagnosing the problem.  
He took it upon himself the help me without being asked.  He fixed the problem and the rest is history.  I won the 
championship the next day with a 1 point margin.  Bill will always be one of my heroes. “
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VRG Thank You 
     The 2016 Jefferson 500 was a great success and it would not have happened without the WDCR region!!
     Vintage Racer Group want to thank all the region members who help us run what has become a vintage event 
not to be missed. Our members and visiting drivers are greatly appreciative of 
the quality of the flagging we receive at the Jefferson compared to other vintage 
events around the Northeast. 
VRG hope that the WDCR members feel welcome and appreciated for their 
hard work. Please look for the announcements for the 2017 Jefferson 500 
Thanks for all you did for us, Cal Trumbo, Jim Karamanis and Steve Hyatt 

Jerry Wannarka – Woolf Barnato Award – by Taylor Hyatt 

         The Sports Car Club of America National office released in March that the 
convention will once again be held at the South Point Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, NV on Jan 19-21, 2017.
Earlier this year our own Washington DC Region member Jerry Wannarka was presented with the Woolf Barnato 

Award which is SCCA’s highest award, presented to a member who has 
made an outstanding, long-term contribution to the Club.
     The current SCCA Enterprises Board Chairman, Gerald Wannarka, 
joined SCCA in 1966 and earned his competition license shortly after, 
going on to win multiple regional and divisional championships. Jerry 
went on to become a steward in 1980, later won the Director of Area 
Two vote, and then moved into other positions within the nation board 
of directors.
Even though Jerry has made quite an impact on the Sports Car Club of 
America we shouldn’t be surprised. He moved through the ranks of the 
United States Army before retiring as a Colonel and also holds a PH.D. 
in Pharmacology.

     These days you can find Jerry and his wonderful wife Bonnie at most any national event, watching their grand-
son win Spec Racer Ford races, and they even come back to visit us in the Washington DC Region all the way 
from their new home in Texas.
Congratulations to Jerry and thank you for representing the WDCR so well!

Love Was in the Air at MARRS 1 -By Taylor Hyatt

     We are proud to announce Mr. and Mrs. Karl Johnson! 
     Karl and Gayle have been proud members of the Washington DC Region of the Sports Car Club of America 
for many years, so proud that they decided to have their wedding during MARRS 1 at Summit Point. Unfortu-
nately, the snow, rain, and cold weather put a kibosh on the start/finish line venue, but the festivities were quickly 

moved inside and the party began. 
     Wearing anything from camo and 
boots to suits and ties, family and 
friends filtered inside to be a part of 
such a wonderful event. If you are 
lucky enough to know the happy cou-
ple you know that this wedding has 
been a long time coming, so much so 
that the groom said “I do” just a little 
too early, sending laughter through 
the crowd. As the newlyweds were 
announced as husband and wife there 
wasn’t a dry eye in the room. 
     Congratulations and well wishes 
from our (racing) family to yours!
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Asked and Answered - a helpful Q&A   
*Do you have any tips for traveling with small children?
*How to get them involved at the track?
*What racing related items have you found inside the house?

“Put them to work or chain them down. Jim would go out to flag station and stay 
in the truck to watch until he could help in T&S.”    - Lin Toland

 “For the long rides there bring lots of snacks that you let them pick out them-
selves. Along with card games and puzzles and lots of coloring books, play dough, 

bikes and scooters for the down time. It’s nice when you are at the tracks where you can ride bikes and scooters 
on it after hours like Summit Point. Then they go out there and wear themselves out and hopefully fall asleep!“   -   
Melissa Price

“Dinner on the stove, brakes in the oven. Just another day in Summit Point.”   -  Pat DeLuca Kaunitz, Ruby Sum-
mit Point

“Go-cart tires fit better than Miata tires in the deep sink, this has been tested at 
our house.”  -  Janet Toland

“The usual for traveling: movies, handheld games and Uncles Keith’s story time, 
though that is pretty much limited to the Huffman RV. As for keeping them occu-
pied/involved: put them to work in T&S or let them go around and see how many 
dogs they can befriend over the weekend – Jamison’s best was when he befriended 
every dog in the paddock at Jersey. Have them bring a bike and send them on er-
rands around the paddock until they make friends and refuse to do your errand. 
As for the kitchen: it’s not off limits for anything that can be found at the racetrack. 
Justin’s shoes, balaclava, bearings, crap that came off the car, helmet, gloves, etc. 
You can tell when it’s close to race time as all the gear moves into the kitchen and 
is on the counter top waiting for him to suit up.”  -  Michelle Huffman

“Where else can I heat cure header paint at 415 degrees if not in the kitchen oven? 
There is no choice.” -  Greg Cirillo

And Away We Go!  -By Taylor Hyatt

The Washington DC Region’s first away race took us to the beautiful Virginia International Raceway for the an-
nual Mother’s Day event which happened to be MARRS 2&3 this year. The weather was absolutely beautiful for 
Saturday and Sunday’s festivities which was a great relief for the WDCR members who had a cold, snowy start to 
the season. The on-track racing action was great to watch, but the best part may have been watching the SM/SSM 
groups race to the grid for qualifying. 

This weekend was also the first of a two event series we like to call the 
MARRS/SARRC Challenge. The Mid-Atlantic Road Racing Series and the 
South Atlantic Road Racing Championship members go head to head, first at 
VIR and then again a few weeks later at Summit Point. This year we decided 
we needed to up the stakes a little. There’s now a trophy that will go between 
the two series depending on how many points they can rack up during the 
two events based on the top three finishers in each class. This year the SARRC 
members were leading 210-191 after the final race on Sunday at VIR, but the 
MARRS members took a huge lead at Summit Point (we won’t tell you the 
exact number we crushed them by) and will keep the trophy until next year 
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when we do this all over again. 
“NC Region would like to thank our friends from WDCR for supporting our recent Challenge weekend at VIR. 
With terrific weather we had a record turnout, and the competition was fierce. We stepped it up this year by 
jointly creating the “Challenge Cup” to be awarded to the region whose drivers score the most points by counting 
the top three finishers in National classes. SARRC won the day Saturday, but MARRS came back and took Sun-
day, so going into round two at Summit Point, SARRC enjoys a narrow margin at 210-191. We hope to join you at 
Summit in a few weeks to see if we can hang onto our slim lead and take the first annual Challenge Cup back to 
VIR with us.” – Sam Fouse, NCR RE

MARRS 4 took us the New Jersey Motorsports Park where our members endured a pretty warm weekend with a 
bit of crazy weather thrown in the mix. The racing was competitive to say the least. If you’ve ever been the NJMP, 
Lightning Circuit you know there is really only one place to watch the on-track action from, meaning all of the 
paddock is crammed into one set of grandstands watch-
ing when 30 Miata’s are coming into Turn 7 three wide! 
Although, the SRF race had just as many spectators and 
just as much action with half the cars. Sunday they were 
racing against the impending rain, but didn’t win that 
battle. Just before the next to last group got the 5 min-
ute board on grid an epic downpour let loose on NJMP. 
Then the next race began – changing all the cars over to 
rain tires, in the middle of the downpour. 
So far we’ve had a great couple of away races. Next 
up on the WDCR schedule is MARRS 7 at Pittsburgh 
International Raceway (Pitt Race) August 13-14. We hope to see you there!

Stratightpipe Magazine is distributed to the SCCA Members, Supporters and 
Sponsors of our region quarterly to 
maintain and encourage membership 
participation and support of the WDCR SCCA. Please consider patronage of our region and national SCCA spon-
sors.
Magazine Contributions are encouraged and appreciated from SCCA members 
through Program Chair or Directors or members may also send letters to Straightpipe@wdcr scca.org to reach 
the team. The Straightpipe is coordinated by those shown above.

Advertising in the Straightpipe is available through contacting the Straightpipe Team. Author’s opinions ex-
pressed in the Straightpipe are not necessarily those of the WDCR SCCA. Any reproduction of the Straightpipe 
material requires permission of the author/artist and editor and/or the WDCR SCCA. © 2016
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Big Wheels
Please be respectful of these 
volunteers and limit your calls to 
between the hours of 9:00AM to 
9:00PM

Region Office
Heidi S. Weir
Region Administrator
P.O. Box 4334
Silver Spring, MD
20914-4334
cluboffice@wdcrscca.org
(800) TRY-4SCCA
O: 301-572-7444
O: 800-879-4722
Fax: 301-572-2211

2016 Board of Directors
Paul Anderson
Regional Executive
member310@ verizon.net
410-207-0193

Chuck Edmondoson
Assistant RE
fastcarphysics@gmail.com

Mike Snyder
Treasurer
michaelsnyder1961@yahoo.com

Joelle Pence
Secretary
joellepence75@hotmail.com
571-276-8874

Art Jaso
ajvideosrv@aol.com

Eric Wallgren wdcrbodwallgren@
gmail.com
301-793-bike

Lin Toland
lin@tolandracing.com
304-264-4858

Brian Garfield
bgarfield@gmail.com

Steve Salisbury
faststeak@gmail.com
410-529-2338

Club Racing
Greg McDermott
Director of Club Racing
clubracechair@wdcr-scca.org
703-960-8970

Solo (Autocross)
Evanthe Salisbury
Shawn Roberts
David Sann
Co-Chairs
solochair@wdcr-scca.org

Brian Garfield
Novice Coordinator
bgarfield@gmail.com

RallyCross
Adam Kimmett
Chairman
rallychair@wdcr-scca.org
C: 540-538-5665

Mike Golden
Tech Chief
rallytech@wdcr-scca.org

Road Rally
Eric Salminen mgobrallymaster@
gmail.com

PDX / Time Trials
Travis Dixon
Chairman
pdxchair@wdcr-scca.org
C: 410-346-5160

Member Services
Bob Crawford
Member Services Program Chair
membership@wdcr-scca.org
301-589-6782

Terry Hanushek
Area 2 Director
thanushek@rcn.com
H: 856-223-0807

Webmaster
Eric Monterastelli
wdcrscca@gmail.com
443-571-3114

Straightpipe 
Editor
Vacant

Bob Crawford
Business Manager

Buried Treasure
John Gerben
sccaflagger@yahoo.com
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DC Region SCCA Calendar of Events

RallyCross:

July 8-10th @ Frostburg      
*NEDiv/National/Event #4
August 13th @ TBD
 *Drivers School and Test & Tune
Aug 14th @ TBD
 *Event #5
September 11th @ TBD
 *Event #6
October 9th @ TBD
 *Event #7
November 6th @ TBD
 *Event #8

PDX / Time Trials:

July 16-17th @ Summit Point 
 *Shenandoah Circuit
September 10-11 @ Summit 
Point 
 *Main Circuit
October 22-23rd @ Summit Point 
 *Jefferson Circuit

Auto Cross:

July 10th @ FedEx Field
 *Event #4
August 21st @FedEx Field
 *Event #5
September 25th @ FedEx Field
 *Event #6
October 2nd @ FedEx Field
 *Event #?????

Club Racing:

July 9-10th @Summit Point
 *MARRS 6
August 13-14th @ PIRC
 *MARRS 7
September 3-5th @ Summit Point
 *MARRS 8&9
October 1-2nd @ Summit Point
 *MARRS 10 

60 Years
Sotires P Mantis

50 Years
Littlejohn T Schebish
Forrest Louden Minor

40 Years
Donald C Caldwell Jr

35 Years
Anthony S Walters
Mark A Williams

30 Years
Will Hettchen

25 Years
Norman C Beaver
Chris Jones

20 Years
Larry Spector
Lisa McCaulley
Owen T Schefer
Lois I Weaverling
Stephen W Barber

15 Years
Gregory Downer
Troy J Hitson
W Paul Overstreet
Kevin Elion
Mike Kelly
Clarke Ohrstrom
Marc A Vracar
James Noel

10 Years
Edward “Ted” Eller
Mike Pepitone
Phillip Martien
Bryan Gernert
Charles DeHaven III
Scott Luttrell
Scott Stupay
Rachel Forman
William Forman
Peter Brenton
Morgan Burkhard
John Wm Purdy
David C Scotton

5 Years
Greg Edward 
Gesterling
Julie Gesterling
Pamela F Richardson
Jeremy Christopher 
Wensinger
Roger Lee
Joyce Palacio
Tim A Aro
Thomas M Stifler
Dana Lynette 
Nordquist
Julian Zottl
Ian William Brooks
Kayla Bruni
Lynda Bruni
Victor Bruni

Brendon Tator
Michelle Knoll
Laura Southworth
Melvin Lee Southworth
Travis Southworth
Jack Raymond
James Franklin 
McGurgan
Margarita 
Rocha-Santos
Jean Schedler
Ian Landy
Mike Davis
Myles Williams

DC Region SCCA Member Anniversaries - 4/1 to 6/30/2016
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