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RE Report -by Paul Anderson

     As I’m sure you have noticed, Taylor Hyatt is the new editor of the Straight-
pipe. Please welcome her.  She brings great enthusiasm to the job and I’m 
looking forward to reading the next issues. If you have any ideas for an article in 
future issues, please contact Taylor. 
     The Region completed our elections for the 2017 Board of Directors.  My 
thanks to those who ran for one of the open positions and everyone who voted. 
Reelected were Lin Toland, Mike Snyder and myself while Anne Callihan and 
Dave Fitzgerald were the new selectees. I’d like to offer a BIG personal thanks 
to our outgoing directors, Art (AJ) Jaso and Joelle Pence, who had decided not 
to run for another term. Their contributions and dedication are greatly appreci-
ated by myself and your Board. Many thanks to the nominating committee too, 
especially Chuck Edmondson who served as chair.
     Your Board has established a new committee – the Long Term Planning 
Committee -  who’s purpose is “to investigate and suggest ways to assure the 
long term health and financial stability of WDCR”. Chuck Edmondson will be 
chair and is seeking members from all of our activities to serve on it. The com-
mittee will bring recommendations to the Board for consideration and action. 
     We were finally able to hold our first event at the new Dominion Raceway. 
The track was approved for PDX events in August and we were able to schedule 
October 8th for our first go there. Unfortunately, the weather didn’t cooper-
ate and it rained all day. That resulted in a lower than expected turnout, but a 
good time was had by all who made it. Travis Dixon and Lin Toland, who was 
the event Steward, and the rest of the PDX committee made it look like we had 
been running there for years. The management at Dominion is very cooperative 
with WDCR and it’s a pleasure to work with them. Hopefully we’ll have several 
more events there next year. It may be a while before the track is approved for 
Club Racing though. We’ll have to wait and see on that front.
     You may have heard that Summit Point is undergoing some major refurbish-
ment. The Jefferson circuit has just been repaved and Summit Point main was 
scheduled for a complete repave next spring. That has been pushed back to next 
fall, which is good for us. The originally scheduled work would have resulted in 
the track being closed for the month of April requiring a major rearrangement 
of our spring schedule. It’s now scheduled to begin around the first of October 
which should only impact the October MARRS.
     WDCR hosted the Eastern States National Challenge RallyCross in early July. 
It was a very competitive event with entrants from as far away as Florida and 
Kansas. This is a national program and WDCR was asked to hold it this year. 
Adam Kimmett and his RallyCross committee did a great job, as they always do, 
and it was a lot of fun. If you haven’t been to a RallyCross yet you really should 
check one out. There are always ride alongs available and the entire community 
is very friendly and welcoming. Careful though, you may wind up going to your 
second event as a driver. 
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     Elections for the national Board of Directors are now complete. Jack Burrows has been elected to serve. Jack 
Burrows is a long time WDCR member and has served in a number of capacities including on our board and as 
Regional Executive. I’d like to thank Terry Hanusek, who is also a WDCR member, though his Region of record is 
South Jersey, for his service in the position over the last three years.
     Once again – I know this is becoming a broken record – don’t forget that there are a lot of opportunities to 
help out with our programs or with club administrative areas. We’re always looking for folks with an interest in 
assisting in anything we do. We’re all volunteers and the more the better. Check out our website under “contact 
us” and “region directory” and you’ll find people who would love to get a call from you asking what you can do to 
help.
Big Wheels
Please be respectful of these volun-
teers and limit calls to between the 
hours of 9:00AM to 9:00PM

Region Office
Heidi S. Weir
Region Administrator
P.O. Box 4334
Silver Spring, MD
20914-4334
cluboffice@wdcrscca.org
(800) TRY-4SCCA
Office: 301-572-7444
Office: 800-879-4722
Fax: 301-572-2211

2017 Board of Directors
Paul Anderson, Regional Executive
member310@ verizon.net
410-207-0193

Chuck Edmondoson, Assistant RE
fastcarphysics@gmail.com

Mike Snyder, Treasurer
michaelsnyder1961@yahoo.com

Anne Callihan, Director
atc.bod@gmail.com
304-535-8496

Dave Fitzgerald, Director
dafitzgerald@gmail.com
703-919-7837

Eric Wallgren, Director
wdcrbodwallgren@gmail.com
301-793-bike

Lin Toland, Secretary
lin@tolandracing.com
304-264-4858

Brian Garfield, Director
bgarfield@gmail.com

Steve Salisbury, Director
faststeak@gmail.com
410-529-2338

Club Racing
Greg McDermott, Director of Club 
Racing
clubracechair@wdcr-scca.org
703-960-8970

Solo (Autocross)
Sam Vassallo, Chair
solochair@wdcr-scca.org

Brian Garfield, Novice Coordinator
bgarfield@gmail.com

RallyCross
Adam Kimmett, Chairman
rallychair@wdcr-scca.org
C: 540-538-5665

Mike Golden, Tech Chief
rallytech@wdcr-scca.org

Road Rally
Eric Salminen mgobrallymaster@
gmail.com

PDX / Time Trials
Travis Dixon, Chairman
pdxchair@wdcr-scca.org
C: 410-346-5160

Mhyar Alzayat, Chief Instructor
pdxci@wdcr-scca.org 
703-362-5099

Lin Toland, Chief Steward
lin@tolandracing.com
304-264-4858

Member Services
Bob Crawford, Member Services 
Program Chair
membership@wdcr-scca.org
301-589-6782

Jack Burrows, Area 2 Director
johnjackburrows@aol.com
703-304-2003

Eric Monterastelli, Webmaster 
wdcrscca@gmail.com
443-571-3114

Straightpipe 
Taylor Hyatt, Editor
straightpipe@wdcr-scca.org
717-552-7695

Denise Pirnia, Layout & Design 
pirniada@gmail.com

Bob Crawford, Business Manager
mrgto68@hotmail.com 
301-589-6782

John Gerben, Buried Treasure
sccaflagger@yahoo.com
304-728-0683
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Club Racing Report -by Greg McDermott
      The Club Racing Program completed a successful 2016 season with MARRS 10 on October 1 – 2.  In all, 
fifteen classes qualified for MARRS Championships, which will be awarded at the Annual Banquet in early Febru-
ary.   Though car counts for MARRS 10 were significantly lower than expected, Club Racing essentially met car 

count and budget projections 
for the year.  The Club Racing 
Budget was developed around 
a projected car count of 1145 
entries for the year, and we 
finished the year with 1141 

entries, just slightly below our average of 1151 entries over the past three years.  As can be seen in the table below, 
some events were up and some were down compared to pre-season estimates, but overall we finished right on 
target!
The reduced car count at MARRS 1 was largely due to a bleak weather forecast for the weekend. Event registra-
tions were at 225 the Tuesday before the event, but the weather forecast for heavy rain resulted in 40 late with-
drawals.  Reasons for the reduced car count at MARRS 10 were not as clear.  Out of Region, the MARRS series 
traveled to VIR in May for the annual Mother’s Day double; to NJMP in June for the Lightning race; and to Pitt 
Race in August for the MARRS series debut at this great new track.  

In 2016 Club Racing experimented with a Bracket Sprint Racing pilot program with the intent to provide racers 
with additional opportunities to race in SCCA. The intended audience was two-fold:
•	 Existing	racers	who	want	new	opportunities	for	competitive	racing	with	cars	from	other	classes,	but	with	
similar lap time potential
•	 New	racers	with	cars	that	may	not	be	competitive	in	existing	SCCA	classes	or	that	do	not	easily	fit	into	
existing SCCA classes.
     The Bracket program was first tested at the July MARRS event, with 23 participants. It was piloted again at the 
October MARRS, with 10 participants. It is difficult to draw conclusions on the success of the concept based on 
the October participation, because car counts were down across all classes.  However, because the participants 
who took advantage of the concept were almost exclusively existing racers “double-dipping” into the bracket 
group in addition to their normal race group, it is clear that additional work is needed to market the concept to 
racers who do not normally compete with SCCA. 
     If you have not yet heard, the scheduled paving of Summit Point 
Raceway has been postponed from April 2017 to October 2017.  This 
means that the 2017 Club Racing schedule for Summit Point is as fol-
lows:

- March 18-19: Drivers School
- April 8-9: MARRS  
- April 29-30: Northeast Conference Majors
- June 17-18: MARRS
- July 8-9: MARRS
- July 29-30: MARRS
- Sept 2-4: MARRS
- No October Date (Summit Point repaving)

The Out-of-Region events for the 2017 MARRS Schedule will be 
finalized by the CRC in January.
     Primary areas of concern the Club Racing Committee (CRC) 
plans to address for 2017 include reallocation of classes into race 
groupings, and how to address declining car counts both across the board, and within specific race groups.
     Finally, the Club Racing Committee would like to give a big THANK YOU to all racers who competed with 
us this year, and for the many volunteers who gave of their time and expertise to help the D.C. Region provide an 
enjoyable, quality racing experience for all involved.  We are always interested in how we can improve that experi-

Support Our Generous Sponsors
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ence – if you have any ideas or suggestions, please feel free to contact the Director of Club Racing, or any Driver’s 
Representative or Worker Specialty Chief. Just click on the Region Directory under the “Contact Us” link on the 
Region Website!  Find us on Facebook at CR @WDCRSCCACR
 
Solo Report  -by Evanthe Salisbury

     Usually by the annual Membership Meeting, Solo’s season has already ended or it has only one event left. This 
year, we have two events left, but I think it will be safe to say that Solo pulled another positive season out of its 
proverbial hat again. 
     By the end of the season, we will have held 1 practice event, 7 championship events (8 championship style 
events), 1 night event, 1 solo safety school, 1 junior kart school, 3 level 1 schools, 4 level 2 schools, 4 test and tunes 
(12 schools), 1 National Pro Solo, and 1 National Championship Tour (2 National events) for a total of 24 events 
this year. We were unable to hold events in September due to the NFL schedule and Solo Nationals. While FedEx 
Field raised our rental fee for the first time in at least 6 years, one major perk this year was that we could store the 
truck and trailer securely on FedEx Field property for the bulk of the season. This saved the committee a lot of 
time, coordination, and stress in getting the trailer to the site. 
Participation Numbers:
     This year, we had 99 season subscribers, 4 of which were junior karters, and another 4 were teen drivers, a 
positive continuation of our teen driving program that was started in 2015. We had 238 school participants. 
A date move for a Guns-n-Roses concert definitely affected our National Championship Tour participation num-
bers. National event dates are publicized in the previous calendar year, and people plan for them before the season 
begins. With the date moving with a little more than 2 months to go, what we hoped would be a 300-participant 
event resulted in 177 entries. There is always a silver lining and in this case, many of our local members had to op-
portunity to show National their leadership capabilities. This positions the DC Region Solo workforce better for 
future National events, and it continues to strengthen our Region’s reputation nationally. 
     At the National level, the DC Region and our chapter club, Autocrossers Incorporated, sent 34 participants 
to the Pro Solo Finale, the largest representation from one region, and 53 participants to Solo Nationals, the 3rd 
largest representation from one region. Solo Nationals broke another participation record with 1305 participants, 
making it the largest motorsport event in the world. In the Pro Solo Finale, we have 8 trophy winners, 2 of which 
were class champions, and 4 class runner-ups. The overall Pro runner-up is also from the DC Region. In Solo 
Nationals, we have 20 trophy winners, 2 of which were class runner-ups. This speaks volumes about the strength 
of our autocross program!!
Participant Survey:
     This year, we asked participants to tell us from where they heard about our program on their registration form. 
Most of our participants are SCCA Members, with the next most popular answer was hearing about us from a 
friend. Hearing from the Region and from National was cited often. Social media did play a role, but was a low 
factor overall. 
      Solo Committee: The DC Region Solo Program is only as good as its 26-member Solo Committee because 
they are the ones that make these events happen. They are laid back while highly experienced and professional. 
They are willing to bring new ideas to the table, execute them, learn from mistakes and try then again to make our 
program better. They work as a team, support each other, and stay calm under pressure. They pride themselves in 
producing a quality product for their customers. After 6 years at the helm of the Solo Program, Shawn Roberts, 
Evanthe Salisbury, and David Sann will be stepping down as Co-chairs, but will remain on the Solo Committee. 
Sam Vassallo will be leading the program in 2017.  Find us on Facebook at Solo @WDCRSolo

PDX Report -by Travis Dixon

     For our 10th season, the WDCR PDX program seems to be pretty much “in the groove”. We ran a fairly typical 
schedule, with fairly typical attendance and outcomes.  
     The big news this year is the addition of Dominion Raceway in Thornburg, VA to our lineup. We had originally 
scheduled a May event, but the venue was not ready in time. We ended up doing a one-day event on October 
8th with the primary goal of gaining familiarity with the new venue and securing our relationship with the track 
management. 
     Unfortunately, weather, scheduling, and some early reviews of the track led to less than favorable turnout. De-
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spite constant rain during the entire event, our participants and instructors reported favorably on the track itself. 
During the course of the day, we did identify some more areas that we will be working with the track management 
to correct. Regardless, we managed to show our entrants a great time. 
     One of the highlights of this inaugural event was that we were able to run the event the “SCCA” way and use 
only our volunteer flaggers. We had excellent support from both experienced and novice flaggers, who provided 
their typically top-notch services through adverse conditions. For this event we relied on track safety personnel 
to handle emergency services, and they were both pleasant to work with, as well as being very technically capable 
in their duties. We were working directly with the track’s Safety Director and his crew, which provided a great op-
portunity to get familiar with each other. 
     Off-track, the facilities are top-notch. Many of us arrived early on Friday and were able to partake of their “118 
Bar and Grill” for dinner and libations, and later in the evening we explored the Kart track that runs in the Oval 
track’s infield. A good time was had by all. 
     Looking ahead to 2017’s season, we expect a similar schedule, with the exception that as of this writing, we 
seem to be getting bumped from our usual September weekend on Summit Main. This is typically a big event 
for us, and the loss of this date/venue will hurt somewhat.  We’ll continue to work with the track management to 
explore every option of recapturing this event. 
     Finally, with the addition of Dominion to our calendar, not to mention the loss of our buddy Stan, we feel that 
there’s some room in the PDX Committee to add a few folks. I’d like to invite anyone interested in joining the 
PDX committee to come see me, or any member of the committee to discuss the possibilities. The pay isn’t great, 
but the camaraderie and satisfaction of seeing so many folks having a great time, learning the track is priceless. 
Find us on Facebook at PDX @WDCRPDX.

RX Report -By Josh Hickey

      DC RallyCross entered the second half of the 2016 season by hosting the first East Coast National Challenge 
(in the spirit of the old “Eastern States Championship,” the best cars and drivers on this side of the country and 
one step below the national championship). The Eastern Challenge was held at our large Frostburg venue and the 
mid-summer weather cooperated to make for a great weekend with tight battles in most classes. Drivers travelled 
to WDCR from as far away as New England, Missouri, Kansas, Tennessee, and Ohio as well as the more local 
regions and plenty of DC regulars, with a total of 66 drivers. Competition went 12 total runs over two days with 
total times over 600 seconds in most classes. In stock FWD class, eventual national champion Chang Kim drove 
his Del Sol to victory with RallyCross chair and DC regular Steve Hyatt pushing him the entire time and finishing 
3rd. In the small stock RWD class, two drivers from Tennessee flanked DC’s Justin Roth, who took second in his 
Volvo 240. In stock AWD, eventual national podium winner ZB Lorenc from Ohio barely edged out DC’s Mike 
Golden by just over one second. In Prepared FWD, a number of New England visitors in Ford Fiestas battled it 
out, with Dmitry Beliaev taking the win. A highly competitive Prepared RWD class saw DC drivers sweep the 
podium, with Shawn Roberts (Miata) taking a commanding win over Jeremy Sitar (BMW 318) and Chris Hel-
gesen (BMW 325i). Prepared AWD showcased Missouri’s Mark Macoubrie edging New England’s Cliff Kangas 
and multi-time national champion Warren Elliott. Modified FWD looked to be a battle of top national drivers, 
with DC’s Andy Thomas eking out a win over New England’s Philip LaMoreaux. Modified RWD, the largest class 
by entries, turned out to be a constant battle between multiple former national champions, NEDiv champions, 
and DC champions. In the end, the top-5 finishers were separated by a total of less than four seconds. DC’s Josh 
Hickey pulled off the win on his last run in his BMW 318i, barely edging Ohio’s John England (Miata), who would 
go on to win the National Championships in September. A trifecta of DC drivers finished right on their heels on 
the large podium, with Corey McKenzie (Volvo 240), Eric Eisele (BMW 325i), and Stephen Nichols (BMW 325i) 
all right with the leaders. 2014 DC champion Nick Drymalski finished 6th while 2014 national champion Evan 
Arthur was 9th. In Modified AWD, DC rallycross chair Adam Kimmett drove to a commanding victory ahead of 
DC’s Brian Battocchi and a strong 12-car field. Overall, the even was considered successful by all measures and we 
look forward to hosting high-level events again in the future.
     DC’s next event moved to the Rally Farm in Catlett, Virginia to run on grass rather than gravel. Conditions 
were excellent and the typically competitive DC field resulted in close finishes in several classes. Soon after, a sev-
eral DC locals headed out to Indianola, Iowa for the 2016 RallyCross National Championships. Steve Hyatt took 
7th in Prepared FWD, Shawn Roberts took 3rd in Prepared RWD (with Katie Orgler 7th). Andy Thomas took 3rd 
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in Modified FWD, and codriver Michael Julian took 7th. Overall a strong showing at nationals for DC regulars a 
long way from home on a surface unlike what we usually run on locally.
     Several classes remain in tight points battles as DC RallyCross heads toward the end of the season with Event 
#7 at the Rally Farm on November 6th, and then a finale (snowcross, perhaps??) on December 4th. Come out and 
join us for some great times at our last couple events! Find us on Face-
book at RR @WDCRSCCARR.
 
Road Rally Report  -by Dennis Blevins    

      Road Rally activity in the D.C. Region has dropped off quite a bit 
from what was ten years or more ago. The main reason for this is a lack 
of “rallymasters”. More on that a bit later in this column. The only official 
Road Rally sanctioned item in 2016 was the “Get the Dust Off ” rally, 
held annually in early May. This event is a “Monte Carlo” style rally which is the easiest type of timed rally to run. 
The route instructions tell where the checkpoints are and exactly when you are supposed to arrive at each one. 
The “Dust Off ” is put on by the MG’s of Baltimore club in conjunction with the WDCR SCCA. In 2016 we had 36 
teams registered, but because of the rainy weather only nine of those were vintage MG driven teams. Like most 
rallies, the “Dust Off ” finish is set at a “competitor friendly” location where the teams can meet and talk with 
each other and swap their tales of experiences encountered along the route while enjoying some adult beverages. 
In 2017 the “Dust Off ” will be held on Sunday, May 7th. Mark your calendars now.
     Also, in 2017, we are planning on holding our Rally School once again. Registered teams – novices and ex-
perienced alike – receive a copy of our own developed “textbook” and spend one half of the day in a morning 
classroom session and then run a short “sample” rally in the afternoon. If time allows, this is followed by an open 
question and answer critique of what was learned. Plans are just now being formulated for this but expect it to be 
held in early April – likely the 9th. Watch for more information to follow on this.
     One event that WDCR Rallymasters Eric Salminen and Dennis Blevins help out with is the “Chester County 
(PA) Road Rally”, held in conjunction with the “100 Cars of Radnor Hunt”. Think of the “100 Cars” as a mini-
Amelia Island concours show of some of the nicest cars from the mid-Atlantic region. This charity-based event 
has been held for several years and beginning to gain some attention in the motoring press. The “Chester County 
Road Rally” is a companion event held on the Saturday before the concours show, both held in early September. 
This rally is a non-SCCA event. It is a user-friendly “gimmick” style rally – a combination of hunting answers 
to clues found along the route combined with a “poker run”. Capped off at 120 entrants ( most SCCA rallies are 

happy to have 25 competing teams!), it is not unusual to have a Ford 
GT-40 in front of you and a 1912 Overland to the rear. Quite an experi-
ence to add to your motoring bucket list – and within easy commuting 
distance.
     Back to road rally in the D.C. region. The reason that we don’t 
have more local events held is that we do not have folks interested, or 
trained, to put on an event (rallymasters). Admittedly, doing so is not 
an easy task, nor takes little time. A start and end point needs to be 
selected and approved by the owners of the establishments or property. 

Then a route has to be set between the two and confirmed. This often starts with using something like Google 
Maps and writing town the turn by turn instructions. Then the route is actually driven – usually many times to 
confirm the written instruction and to work out any problem areas. If the rally is to be a timed event distances 
and speed limits need to be included so that the time to travel between each instruction (and checkpoints) can 
be calculated. If a “gimmick” rally is planned, and the exact type chosen, then the proper clues, etc. need to be 
found or developed and included in the route instructions. Of course, along the way the event needs advertised, 
sanctioning and insurance applied for, printing of the competitors’ route instructions, selection (arm-twisting) of 
folks as helpers and control (checkpoint) workers and scorers. Then taking care of the “day of ” duties – registra-
tion, drivers’ meeting, and start control, scoring, and finally awarding prizes. As you can see, this is NOT a one-
man job. Fortunately, there are experienced people within the Region that can teach you and help you get started. 
Just let us know.
     Now, you want to rally more than just this one event that we currently have in the D.C. Region? Check the 
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Internet and look for “nearby” events put on by the South Jersey, Philadelphia, and Old Dominion Regions. Also 
look for events done by marque clubs such as the British Car Club of Delaware, the Brandywine Motor Club, 
local chapters of the Porsche Club of America, Corvette and Mini owners’ clubs. Also look for events put on as 
fund raisers by various non-profits. Yes – it’s not like it was back in the late 50’s, 60’s, and early 70’s, but there are 
still road rally events available to be run – just not every weekend.  Find us on Facebook- RR@WDCRSCCARR

National BOD Results 
Let’s congratulate WDCR’s own Jack Burrows on his win for the 2017 Board of 

Directors seat for Area 2 which includes our region! Good Luck, Jack! 
 
WDCR BOD Results

A huge thanks to all of those who took the initiative to run for the board of 
directors’ positions available this year. We need to see more members willing to 
make that kind of commitment to provide the best club possible. 

Four members were not up for re-election and will stay on for another year:
•	 Chuck	Edmondson
•	 Brian	Garfield
•	 Steve	Salisbury
•	 Eric	Wallgren
Three members were re-elected:
•	 Paul	Anderson
•	 Mike	Snyder
•	 Lin	Toland
Two new directors were elected:
•	 Anne	Callihan
•	 Dave	Fitzgerald
Thank you for your service to the region! We’re looking forward to the 2017 season!

In Memory of Dottie Huemmer  
     Dorothy Aston Huemmer passed away on Thursday, September 

22nd after a long battle with COPD. Dottie 
was a long time WDCR member of over 30 
years and held the position of Emergency 
Services Chief before eventually passing it 
on to her husband Steve Huemmer. Thanks to everyone who stood 
by the track and waved your flags as Dottie’s family took her final 
checkered flag lap. 

In Memory of Stan Damren  
     Stan Damren, a dedicated member of the club, lost his long 
battle with cancer on August 24th. Anyone who knew Stan knew he fought until the very 

end, he wasn’t a quitter to say the least. He was courageous and funny and could make anyone who crossed his 
path smile. Stan will be missed by his PDX and Club Racing family. Thank you to those that made his family also 
feel like part of our track family so they could be a part of our missing man lap honoring their husband, father, 
and friend. 

Labor Day Charity Event  -by Shirley Thompson  
     The Washington DC Region Sports Car Club of America held its annual charity event over the past Labor Day 
holiday weekend at Summit Point Raceway.
The 2016 charity committee selected the American Cancer Society – Relay for Life.
     The American Cancer Society is a worldwide, community-based, voluntary health organization dedicated to 
eliminating cancer as a major health problem by preventing cancer, saving lives, and diminishing suffering from 
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cancer, through research, education, advocacy, and service. The monies are split be-
tween Jefferson County, WV and Western Prince William County, VA AS chapters.
We raised $10,830 for the American Cancer Society – Relay for Life at our 2016 Labor 
Day charity weekend event. 
     The volunteers from the American Cancer Society chapters manned Charity Cen-
tral for the weekend. Donations were received from the Region, from the track, from 
SCCA members and from individuals. 
     WELL DONE!!!!! All the fantastic items donated were separated into live auc-
tion, silent auction, books and white elephant items. The lunchtime activities were 
coordinated by Ed York, Sherise Smouse and Alan Olson. The track provided the BSR 
school cars. 
     Thank you all who participated in the lunchtime ride-arounds, the donors who piloted their exotic cars, their 
passengers, the 007 drivers and their impressed passengers. The evening auction was conducted by Bob Rapplye, 
Mike Wolfe and Gregg Ginsberg with the assistance of the ACS volunteers. 
     During the event, our SCCA specialties participated in the fund raising as well. Registration, Pit, T&S, EV and 
Grid all collected monies towards the charity. 
     Thank you to all who volunteered their time, who donated their cash, who donated their goodies and who 
donated their cars. What a wonderful weekend all could enjoy! Your continued support of the Washington DC 
Region SCCA charity program was outstanding. 
 

Rearview Mirror -by Jack Burrows  

     Ambling through the racing souvenir shop in the restored Indianapolis train station years ago, I saw a bumper 
sticker that said “The best place to watch the race is in your rearview mirror.”  I thought that one was so cool I 
almost bought it.  Then a few years later I started racing and quickly learned that one could have two meanings.  
Many times I’ve been trundling around at the back of the pack and looked in my rearview mirror and thought 
“Here comes the race – again.”  
     When people find out you race cars, they always ask how many races you’ve won.  And yes, I actually have won 
races.  In fact I’ve even won championships.  But I attribute those to a confluence of the Cal Ripken Rule which 
says “half of success lies in always showing up” and Roger Penske’s famous dictum that “in order to finish first, 
first you have to finish.”  I only passed one car on track the year of my first championship, and it certainly wasn’t 
because I started up front.  But I always ran and I always finished.  
     My first win in Alfonse the RX7 came at a non-MARRS event at Watkins Glen.  Since they didn’t include Spec 
RX7, I’d entered as an IT7.  My “race prep” for moving up in class consisted of taping over the SRX7 and taping 
IT7 over it.  When I turned out to be the only IT7 car there, I realized that all I had to do was finish and I’d get a 
class win – albeit a cheap one.  I started last on a grid full of big-bore cars and puttered around by myself with one 
eye peeled for blue flags and one on my mirrors for the Corvettes and such that I knew would be blasting by me.  
Yes, it would have been more fun having other cars to play with.  But 
I still had a blast because I was in my race car on one of the country’s 
signature tracks, one which had been a family destination for years and 
where I’d seen my first road race and countless Grands Prix.  
      That Sunday evening I called my biggest fan, my mom, who always 
wanted me to let her know how things went and I was OK.  Of course, 
her first question was how I’d done.  I sheepishly started “well, I won”, 
but before I could add the “but” and explain, she went full-bore ecstatic 
and I could even hear her crying on the phone.  I’m not particularly 
proud of what I did next.  I told her, “I put the car on the pole and led 
from flag to flag.”  After all, it was for my mom and it was technically true.  I remember thinking I was going 
straight to hell for that.  But it was for my mom, and who doesn’t want to make mom happy? What I didn’t real-
ize was that as soon as we hung up she called everyone she knew to brag about her son’s overwhelming triumph 
at Watkins Glen.  Everywhere I took her for a while, people were congratulating me and asking me to tell them 
about it.  And, acting as modestly as I could, I recited my story of starting from the pole and leading from start 
to finish – all the while omitting the fact that I’d been lapped by almost every other car in the field, and cringing 
and waiting for what I thought was the inevitable lightning bolt to strike me down.  I even told them about the 
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bumper sticker, omitting the part about its practical meaning to me.  
     The point here isn’t that I won.  The point is that, even though I finished dead last, I had a great time.  I’ve had 
challenging and frustrating weekends at the track, but when all is said and done, I’ve never had what I’d call a 
“bad weekend” in a race car.  In retrospect, the challenges and frustrations actually become the best stories.  That’s 
one of the big differences between club racing and pro racing; we do it for fun and, while it’s obviously more fun 
to win, it’s still invariably fun to look back upon.  For most of us, racing weekends are like family reunions that 
happen to take place at a race track.  
Off-season planning meetings often spend a great deal of time wrangling about championship points and such, 
and they’re important to some competitors.  But the overwhelming majority of us don’t care because that’s not 
why we race.  Ironically, while the two years I won back-to-back championships were gratifying, they were also 
the least enjoyable for me.  The first year I realized halfway through the season that I could actually win a champi-
onship, but it would mean entering every race for the remainder of the schedule.  I’d neither planned nor budget-
ed for it and I had to decide if I really wanted to do that.  Deciding I’d probably never have such a chance again, I 
decided to go for it and finished out the season racing on credit.  
     The next year was harder, but in a different way.  Winning a championship is great, but it also brings with it 
the obligation to defend it.  I caught myself sitting on the grid thinking “You’re a champion, so go out a drive like 
one.”  And laughing at myself.  Because of the turnover in entries and the Cal Ripken Rule, I won a repeat title.  
By then the self-imposed obligation of defending a championship grew tiresome. 
While some may find it hard to believe, I was thrilled to be runner-up rather than champion.  It allowed me to 
forget all about finishing positions and points and to get back to just having fun.  The family reunion feeling was 
back, and the racing was once again a delicious bonus.  That’s why most of us do this curious and unique thing 
we do.  The race always looks better from the driver’s seat, even when it’s only seen 
briefly in the rearview mirror as it comes past – again.

Banquet Preview - You’re Invited!
    This year’s annual banquet will be held at the Turf Valley Resort in Ellicott City, 
MD on the evening of Saturday, February 4th. Join us for awards presentations, a 
tasty dinner and of course wonderful door prizes. Look for more details and the 
link to register in your email soon.  C’mon, let’s celebrate and look forward to the 
2017 season. 

WDCR Club Racing Points Champions: 
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GTP
1.) Bruce Shelton
2.) Ralph Pagington
3.) David Mapes

HP
1.) Cason Kirkland
2.) Carolyn Bayer-Broring

ITA
1.) Brent Simonson
2.) Blake Buyers
3.) Owen Schefer

ITB
1.) Kevin Fryer
2.) William Radford
3.) Drew Strickland

ITS
1.) Jeffrey Lucas
2.) Thomas Rickman (R)
3.) Jim Cummings

LC
1.) Carter Weedon
2.) Brian Donati

P2
1.) Eric Wallgren

SM
1.) Tim Jacobs
2.) Joe Spaid
3.) Rob Hines

SRF
1.) Christopher Blough
2.) Bruce Kromminga

SRF3
1.) John Hall
2.) Donald Privett
3.) Jisu Kim (R)

SRX7
1.) Michael Root

2.) Donald Peyton

STU
1.) Mark Liller
2.) Edward York
3.) Edward Howard

SSM
1.) Richard Hromin
2.) Kevin Kopp
3.) Alan Olson

STL
1.) John Jenkins
2.) Michael Lamaina
3.) Arun Master

T4
1.) Jeff Liller (R)
2.) Lawrence Slivinski (R)
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That’s Why I’m a Rookie -Dex Rickman – by Taylor Hyatt 

         With only a few laps to go during the final ITS race of the year with the Mid-Atlantic Road Racing Series 
at Summit Point Motorsports Park, Dex Rickman was in the position to pull off a championship win during his 
first season. Unfortunately, things didn’t turn out as planned, but let’s start from the beginning. 
     It was an interesting year for Dex and the Tony’s Import Team in their number 07, ’87 BMW 325i. He wasn’t a 
stranger to the podium, but he also knew the pain of having to give up a race 

because of a broken car or just plain old bad luck. 
     His season started with the spring drivers 
school which was filled with snow, rain, and cold 
weather which can be and interesting mix for an 
assortment of thirty brand new drivers. Dex was 
able to pull off a second place finish during the 
practice races along with attended many class-
room sessions and volunteering in Tech before 
being signed off and receiving his novice competi-
tion license. Weekend tech chief, Steven Spector, said “Dex is one of the few that has 
come back to learn about and help with tech. Most of the novice drivers come to tech 
because they have to. They come in and look at what we do, but mainly just want their 
sheet signed and then leave. As far as I can remember he is the only one that has come 
back to help and see why, what and how we do tech. I would have to say he is the best 
novice that has ever been to tech to help and he didn’t have to come back but he did.” 
     As the season continued, the competition in ITS became much more competitive. 

As stated before, the team pulled off many podium finishes during the rest of the season, but some mechani-
cal issues and probably some inexperience got the best of him during a couples of the MARRS races. MARRS 
1 brought Dex, his team and his family their first win. It was an exciting race, but the excitement at the podium 
was even better. Next, the team travelled to VIR for the first away race of the season which brought it’s own set 
of challenges. There’s nothing like having to walk around the paddock looking for spare 
parts from your competition just to be able to race the next day. Luckily, that’s the best 
part of this club, everyone is willing to help. The Labor Day Charity event brought yet 
another challenge to the team during Saturday’s race with a little accident on the pace 
laps taking the car out of the race. However, luckily he had his brand new baby boy, just 
weeks old, at the track to cheer him up! As I’m sure everyone knows, the MARRS series 
is all about family!
     So here we are, the final race of the season. Dex Rickman is first in points by just a 
slight margin, but there is no way he would be able to catch the race leader Jeffrey Lucas. 
However, if he could pull off a podium finish he could keep the points lead and become 
the 2016 ITS Champion. He passes the start finish line in second place with just a couple 
of laps to go, but then an off in the carousel sends Dex to the back of the pack taking any 
chance of a podium finish away. A sixth place finish it was. As the day grew on the team 
waited to hear where the points calculations would put them in terms of the standings. 
15 points, between 1st place of Jeffrey Lucas and 2nd place of Dex Rickman. 
     As I walked to the paddock space of the team to see if they had heard the results I heard Dex say, “Well I 
guess that’s why I’m a rookie.” The best part was the fact that he was already planning on how he was going to 
get his revenge next season. 
     Congrats to Dex, his family and the whole Tony’s Import team for an amazing season and a 2nd l!

PDXers Guide to MARRS -by Jordan Eichelbaum

     This past March I finally attended the MARRS Driver School.  I’d missed it the previous year due to family 
commitments, which is a theme that would repeat itself in my rookie season.   It was a cold and sleeting week-
end, a common story year to year, but I’ll save that for another day.  This article is about a ten year evolution 
from no knowledge of motorsports to three-wide competition. 



     I walked through the front door of motorsports for a typical reason: a 
desire to drive fast.  
     The journey to my rookie season was nothing less than a lifestyle 
change.  A planned mid-life crisis, if you will.  I started this journey in an 
odd, but perhaps familiar, way.  I had a car sitting lifeless in front of the 
house after my daughter was born.  The Miata isn’t exactly family friendly, 
but it was a joy when it was just my wife and I.  Zoom-zoom. 
     What did this thirty something male do with an old sentimental road-
ster?  He converted it into a bad-ass racecar that his wife wants nothing to 
do with.  
     The plan was simple.  Learn as you go.  I set a seemingly unreasonable, but later determined to be modest, rac-
ing budget and joined a club.   I split the money between development of the car and development of the driver, 

preferably developing the car to support the driver.  I quickly learned that 
if I wanted that budget to go to the car or the driver I would have to also 
develop as a mechanic.  
     So that’s what I did…  For almost ten years I attended Auto-X and PDX 
events.  My first taste of the track and I was hooked.  Auto-X was nice, but 
spending a day away from the family for a grand total of 5 minutes of driv-
ing time wasn’t going to cut it.  
     My goal was to maximize ‘me’ time without abandoning my family.  I 
eventually settled into one weekend a month during PDX season.   I ran 

with whichever club was having an event on a weekend that was convenient for my family responsibilities.  The 
effort included a complex scheduling process to balance 3-4 club offerings at various locations at reasonable driv-
ing distance.   I also learned that I’d need about two weeks every season for a major modification to the car, to 
accommodate a specific area of driver development that year. 
     This strategy wasn’t without its issues.  A racecar driver eventually learns that a good day is not only about sat-
isfying a personal ego.  The sport is dangerous and knowing who’s out there with you, and what their equipment 
is, drives a series of decisions and emotions completely different than that experienced between strangers on the 
highway.  In one of my early incidents, with a completely strange group visiting Summit Point from California, 
I spun coming out of the carousel at Shenandoah.  My still legal street Miata with roll-bar had no business on a 
time trials course with fully prepped Corvettes.  Luckily my car spun clear of the driving line and, despite looking 
a Corvette driver in the eye, we made no physical contact.  That was it for a few years though.   Once again the 
Miata was lifeless; the babies with mom at home needed their dad too.
     Sticking with one club has at least one major benefit.  Knowing your competitors, friends or rivals, and know-
ing the details of a race situation is necessary to the safe evolution of a completely unnecessary endeavor.  The 
stranger the environment the less safe it will be; your fellow drivers are a huge variable to that environment. 
I got back in the saddle seriously a few years after the carousel spin.  The kids were older and my helmet was still 
current.  I’d contemplated a lot over those years away and reset my determination from going fast to having an 
addictive, but reasonably safe, hobby.  A friendly paddock neighbor with a ridiculously cool and well prepped 
Porsche GT3 convinced me to install seats with harnesses and focus on heel-toe skills.  Unfortunately this ended 
up requiring that I pull out a perfectly good pre-fab roll bar and reinstall a custom roll bar.  My large feet and long 
legs needed room to heel-toe and I wanted my head to legitimately pass the broom stick test.  This was also the 
end of the convertible, and an OEM hardtop was purchased outside of the budget.   The car was feeling pretty le-
git at this point, despite missing the front half of the cage.  A later near miss convinced me to install the rest of the 
cage.  My confidence improved dramatically with the safety and positioning improvements but I couldn’t move 
comfortably into the advanced PDX groups with a still street legal Miata.
     I decided that running with a group of similarly prepared cars in a race environment would be more fun, but 
that was still a long way off.  Competition School seemed to be the first step toward that goal.  
     I took a season off from the more expensive track events and did autocross and a few hill climbs with the 
Pennsylvania Hillclimb Association.   Hillclimb was an excellent stepping stone which required car preparation 
and driver gear approaching the standards of Club Racing.  I was able to test out all of the new gear and get a taste 
of a really special version of time trial.  The tolerances in hillclimb are tighter than any other motorsport.  A mi-
nor “off ” at a track event can be a major incident when having to choose between mountain and guard rail.  This 

PD
Xe

rs
 G

ui
de

 to
 M

AR
RS

11



PD
Xe

rs
 G

ui
de

 to
 M

AR
RS

 /
 R

ai
n 

or
 S

hi
ne

transition worked well with my budget and the sentimental Miata achieved its first Club Racing milestone, The 
Logbook. 
There isn’t much to say about my actual rookie season with the Mid-Atlantic Road Racing Series.  The first race 
was a rude awakening when I realized that prepared for safety is not prepared for competition.  Keeping the car 
street legal has been a challenge, but seemingly the only option for a city boy hanging with country folk.   I only 
attended the first and last races of the season, and still have rookie stripes going into season two.  A combina-
tion of family scheduling conflicts and the need to replace the now 16 year old stock suspension took precedent 
for most of the season.  During that time bracket racing was born and I’m optimistic that I can grow in that class 
while I continue to develop the car, the driver and condition specific setups.  
The plan now is to change out of street tires and hopefully pull another hundred pounds of highway comfort out 
of a car I bought off the showroom floor in VA Beach over 16 years ago.  I don’t have a diesel 4x4 or a place to 
store a trailer so that is going to open a new paradigm.  I enjoy working on the car in front of the house, but that 
will have to change.   Gasoline Alley is looking like a solid option.
     Wearing anything from camo and boots to suits and ties, family and friends filtered inside to be a part of such 
a wonderful event. If you are lucky enough to know the happy couple you know that this wedding has been a long 
time coming, so much so that the groom said “I do” just a little too early, sending laughter through the crowd. As 
the newlyweds were announced as husband and wife there wasn’t a dry eye in the room. 
     Congratulations and well wishes from our (racing) family to yours!

Rain or Shine -by Alan Claffie
Before we got mixed up in the world of sporty cars and autocross, Kate and I were international motorsports jour-
nalists, following a minor-league NASCAR series that ran at predominantly short ovals in the northeast. NAS-
CAR had no flexibility when it came to rain: if the track was wet, nothing happened on it. On the plus side, that 
meant Kate the photographer didn’t have to be out in the elements when the weather turned foul. On the other 

hand, it meant we were cooling our heels in a holding pattern until the rain ended and the track was dry enough 
to race on.
     In 2009, we gave up NASCAR and, for our new hobby, took up autocross with our new fascination, tiny Mazda 
Miatas. I knew right away that these events went on rain or shine, and I accepted that. I don’t remember many 
rainy days in the first few years we ran, but I’m sure there were some mixed in with the sunny days we were more 
accustomed to spending at FedEx Field.
     When it did rain, I wasn’t very good. This came as a bit of a disappointment. See, back in the Stone Age, even 
before NASCAR, I lived in Massachusetts and had no small amount of driving experience in less-than-ideal 
conditions. I drove a rusty CRX on used-up Dunlop D60A2 tires through more than one winter and survived. My 
dad did ice racing in upstate New York and, while I never joined him in wheel-to-wheel racing, I co-drove with 
him at the Ice Trials put on by the Berkshire Motor Sports Club on Onota Lake. Operating at less-than-ideal trac-
tion levels, I figured, was right up my alley, even if all that experience was garnered twenty-plus years ago.
     While I didn’t embrace rainy autocross days, I didn’t shy away from them either. The conditions were bad for 
everyone, right? Right, except for that one day where the rain showed up sometime between the first runs of first 
and second drivers at FedEx Field. On that day, Kate wound up in the top three of a stellar STS field, besting, 
among others, Andrew Clark, Kraig Klippel, and, yes, me. She still reminds me of that result to this day.
     Just when I thought I had a handle on rain, an event comes along to remind me that no, I’m not quite there yet. 
In June 2015 we had a true soaker at the Toledo Pro Solo. It was a miserable Saturday with steady downpours, re-
lentless wind, and temperatures that never got out of the 60s. When Saturday’s morning runs were over, I was 21st 
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in a 21-driver STS class. It wasn’t even close: I was two seconds out of 20th. They called off the Saturday afternoon 
session and I was the happiest person on site upon hearing that news.
     Just to prove I wasn’t completely inept that weekend, I did come back to place eighth when Sunday was run 
under beautiful, sunny skies.
     The 2016 season, with two events still to run as I put pen to paper here, may already rank as one of the wet-
test yet. Our own Washington DC Pro Solo saw the entire Saturday afternoon session run in a miserable, cold 
rain. Just a week later, a steady drizzle at FedEx Field let us run top-down without getting too soaked but, in the 
words of NASCAR, we lost the race track and it was slick. At our last WDCR event before leaving for SCCA Solo 
Nationals, I only got one semi-dry run before a thunderstorm blew in and forced the cancellation of the balance 
of the day.
     With all that rain practice under our belt, we left for Lincoln, Nebraska for the Pro Solo Finale and Nation-
als. The weekend Pro Finale started out under decent conditions, but those deteriorated quickly as we geared up 
for Saturday afternoon’s heats. As I was strapped in the car and about to be sent to the starting queue, what was 
a light sprinkle turned into an absolute deluge. The show must go on, though, and I took off for my first left-side 
run with the windshield wipers being the fastest thing on course. Steering inputs were merely suggestions as 
water washed over the hood, and I was frankly surprised that the car stayed running with every possible electrical 
component getting a thorough soaking. By the time I progressed far enough in the right-side staging lanes, the 
finish lights were getting carried away by the current and the powers that be wisely called it quits for the day.
     This led into Solo Nationals. We ran on Thursday and Friday, and after Thursday we were sitting fairly far 
down the running order. I was 45th out of 56, which was not great but about where I expected to be. As we 
packed up our grid spot after being released from impound, conversation was buzzing about a dire forecast for 
the next day’s afternoon. Predictions had rain showing up right around the time we expected to get going.
     Friday afternoon we arrived in grid with every preparation for rain already taken. The windshield had a fresh 
coat of Rain-X applied. The GoPro camera cases had the waterproof solid backs on instead of the skeleton cases 
we usually ran. Everything back in paddock was in the truck or under the trailer in hopes of staying dry no mat-
ter how bad the expected rain would be.
     The dark clouds approached from the west and I was calling out to it. BRING IT, I said. DO YOUR WORST. I 
was ready for the rain; in fact, it couldn’t show up soon enough as far as I was concerned. All I wanted was that it 
start raining before our heat started so everyone ran in the rain. I didn’t want anyone getting dry runs while oth-
ers made all their runs in the rain.
     And it rained. It was a beautiful, relentless, Midwest storm. It was the kind of rain that, once it started, I knew 
it was going to be around for the long haul. This wasn’t a passing shower by any stretch. The only bad part was 

that it came with lightning and thunder, and that forced the start of the heat to be delayed for an hour and change 
until that threat had passed.
     When we got going, it wasn’t that much different than the conditions I ran the Pro Finale Saturday afternoon 
under earlier in the week. Steering inputs had to be made well in advance of the actual turn so that the maneuver 
would happen at roughly the right time, after patiently waiting for the front tires to finally find some purchase on 
the waterlogged concrete. The big slalom through the middle of the course was an adventure as running water 
crossed the direction of travel in multiple places.
     When I suited up for my last run, the rain had slowed enough that we could take the hardtop off and enjoy 
a little top-down motoring. The amount of water on course was quite a bit less than before, but it was by no 
means drying. The car was working well enough and I, with half a season of running in the rain under my belt, 
put together a relatively mistake-free run that wound up being the 25th-best time on Friday’s course. Thanks to 



Th
ro

w
in

g 
Di

rt
 /

 M
AR

RS
 R

oa
d 

Ra
ce

r

14

my new-found confidence in my ability to run well in wet conditions, I moved up thirteen spots on Friday and 
finished my Solo Nationals in 32nd place. I was swelling with pride as I loaded the car onto the trailer when 
everything was done and over with. I’m sure this won’t be a popular idea, but if it 
wound up raining every time we went autocrossing, I think I’d be OK with that. 
BRING IT.
 
Throwing Dirt -By Taylor Hyatt
     The first Rally Cross event I attended with my dad was at Summit Point. He 
was driving his old VW Golf which let’s be honest had seen better days. My first 
thought was “Dad, you’re really going to show up with this thing?” Boy was I in 
for a surprise. His car was by far one of the most logical / RX ready car in the 
field. (Except for the Subaru’s of course) I went on a few ride-alongs and had a 
good time, but I can’t say I was hooked. 
     The next year a new 2014 zeal (it’s red) Mazda 2 followed my dad home and 
instantly was stickered and numbered. I attended a few more events, helped with 
the car a little here and there, but went more as support for my dad and to hand 
out with the over the top personality types that are RX drivers. 
During the last few months of the 2015 season I had been joking with my dad about signing up and co-driving 
the Mazda with him. He would nod and say “oh sure, as soon as you register I’ll believe it.” It just so happened 
at the 2015 SCCA WDCR annual banquet I won a door prize of a free entry to RX during the 2016 season. I 

instantly texted my dad, with I’m sure something like, “nana nana boo 
boo now you have to let me drive the car.” 
     Fast forward to Nov. 6th, just a few weeks ago, I’m sitting in the 
driver’s seat of said Mazda wearing a hideous bright pink loaner hel-
met, shaking almost too hard to hold on to the steering wheel. Before 
that day, I could count on one hand the number of times I’d driven 
a manual transmission. The starter waved me out on to the course, I 
dropped the clutch, and I was gone. 
My dad was sitting in the passenger seat, probably holding on for dear 

life, but all I noticed was how fast those dang cones were coming at me!! 
I was slow. No really, I was extremely slow. To put it into perspective my 
first run, was a 1.02 compared to my dad’s .92 and in RX every millisec-
ond counts. I pulled back into my grid spot, put the seat back, raised the 
steering wheel up (my dad isn’t a small guy.) I couldn’t believe what had 
just happened. Even though I was slow, I didn’t hit any cones and most 
importantly I had the time of my life. 
     I honestly don’t know why I didn’t try it sooner or why I was so ner-
vous. I may have finish in third place, out of three, almost a minute be-
hind second place, I may have plowed right threw an entire row of cones, 
and I may have stalled the car three or four times, but it was an experience I’ll never forget and a great time with 
friends and my dad. 
Stay tuned for my dad’s version of the story. Don’t believe a word he says!

MARRS Road Racer Willie Mullins Shows off Skills in the 
ARCA Racing Series 
Fredericksburg, VA (November 1st, 2016)
     When many people hear the name Willie Mullins, the first thought that 
comes to mind is SPO road racer.  Mullins is after all, the 2014 MARRS 
SPO Champion.  That all changed in 2016, after he tried his hand at left 
hand only turns.
     After purchasing an ARCA superspeedway car in late 2014, the seed 
was planted in his mind that it was time to test his skills at the famed 
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Daytona International Speedway.  A disappointing finish with 
another driver in 2015 cemented that thought.  Prior to the 2016 
Lucas Oil 200, Mullins only time in a stock car, was running 
SCCA up and down the east coast.  It would be a big change, but 
he was ready for the challenge.
Mullins qualified 26th with his Bugsy’s Auto Repair Ford Fusion.  
Some early race strategy from ARCA legend and Crew Chief, 
Andy Belmont, put the car right where it needed to be to finish a 
strong 8th.
      “Daytona was really like a dream” says Mullins after his 
amazing run. “To have never circle track raced, and come home 
with a top 10 is just more than we could have asked for.  I think 
this shows how much road racing teaches you.  When we came back to Summit Point after Daytona, I had so 
many people come up and congratulate me.  I never expected so many people to be at home watching.  It made 
me so proud to me a MARRS racer. “
     After Daytona, the team prepared for the 2nd superspeedway race of the season at the biggest track on the 
circuit, Talladega Superspeedway.  The momentum that started in February kept rolling as Mullins qualified 6th 
for the General Tire 200.  Tight conditions late in the race saw the team fade back to 17th overall.
The Mullins Racing team then turned their focus to what they know best, road racing.  They headed to New Jer-
sey Motorsports Park for the Twilight 150.
     “I was really excited to get back to New Jersey.  We bought the new ARCA Ilmor 396 engine just to run this 
race.  I have run this race 4 other years, and we have always under performed.  I knew this year was my best shot 
to really do something.”  Mullins explained. After a solid 15th place run in qualifying, Mullins ran most of the day 
in the top 10.  Then a late race flat tire spoiled a good day.
     “When I felt the tire go in turn 1, I knew my day was over.  I had 2 miles to get back into my pit.  We did some 
damage to the car running that long on the rim, but where still able to come back out and grab a top 15.  It just 
kills me how we can never get any luck when we run the ARCA road courses.  Next year they have dropped New 

Jersey off the schedule and it looks like Road America will replace it.  I’m 
hoping a change in venue, may change my luck too. “
     With 2017 right around the corner, the Mullins Racing crew is hard at 
work getting 2 cars ready for the Daytona test in January.
     “ARCA is a great test of not only talent in the car, but talent at build-
ing cars.  I truly believe my years SCCA racing is what has allowed me to 
be successful in ARCA.  We didn’t get the chance to run at Summit Point 
as much as we would have liked in 2016, but we hope to change that in 
2017.  I am on the Board of Directors for the new V8 Road Racing Series 
that ran at Summit Point for MARRS 1.  It’s a group for all us Big Bore 

guys to fit in with.  We just finished up that season at VIR, and expect for it to be even bigger next season.  I just 
can’t thank all my fellow MARRS racers enough for all the support this year.  It’s really something special to be a 
part of a region like this.  
ABOUT MULLINS RACING
Mullins Racing is an all-around motorsports team, racing in the ARCA Racing Series and in the Sports car Club 
of America (SCCA). This will be the team’s second year competing in the ARCA Racing Series.
For more information on Mullins Racing, visit their website, www.mullingsracing.net, or connect with the team 
through Facebook (Mullins Racing) and on Twitter (@mullins_racing).

The Heart, Pulse, and Ground-Pounding 2016 Runoffs -by Domenic Mandile
     For the first time since 2005, the ravishing Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course 
was home to the pinnacle of amateur motorsports in North America, the 
SCCA Runoffs. From September 19-25, over 550 of the most ambitious 
and gifted racers took to the Lexington tarmac in hopes of earning best in 
class honors in 28 classes of competition. History-making feats for consec-
utive Runoffs poles and a new youngest national champion were just two 
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of the factors that added to the excitement of this homecoming. Among the approximately 580 competitors, 18 
pilots from the Washington D.C. Region flexed their Mid-Atlantic muscles with aspirations of bringing glory to 
the Northeast.  Collectively, they competed in American Sedan, Formula Enterprises, F Production, Formula Vee, 
GT2, GT-Lite, H Production, Prototype 1, SRF, SRF3, Super Touring Lite, Touring 2, and Touring 4.
      WDCR racers were busy on Day 1 of championship action. Ohio native Scott Rettich bested the legendary 
Jerry Hansen’s 36-year-old record for most consecutive poles in one class. Hansen scored 7 pole positions in ASR 
back-to-back, and Rettich notched his 8th in FE. Justin Huffman and Naris Nilubol each showcased their abili-
ties to weave through traffic by collecting the Sunoco Hard Charger in FE and P1 respectively and each advanc-
ing to 4th place finish. Danny Richardson, not wanting to miss out on 4th place fiesta, just missed the podium 
in his newly built Camaro, also avoiding the madness of the last lap. The Mustang camp gallantly galloped in T2, 
with three ponies finishing in the top 5. Among them were Preston Calvert in his mighty red steed, who had a 
race-long battle with Tim Kezman and fellow Mustang pilot Michael Lavigne. He managed 5th in a sizable 21-car 
field and found he called it right last year by rejoicing in the victory of his Phoenix Performance teammate Kurt 
Rezzetano. Marty Grand, who is usually seen in a Mitsubishi Evo, was at the controls of Andy Wolverton’s 2013 
national championship Corvette. Grand was still learning the car, but his talent showed through as he earned a 
top ten.  The momentum-driven T4 class was the last to hit the course on Friday, and among the many Mx5 en-
tries in the field was Kevin Fryer. The MARRS ITB standout campaigned the little Mazda in the U.S. Majors Tour 

in 2016 and qualified for the fall classic as a Runoffs rookie. In amongst a deep 
field of former national champions, Kevin found himself in the top 10 at the 
checkered flag. Meanwhile, Oscar Jackson Jr. rewarded the Scion marque with its 
first national championship at the Runoffs.
     Saturday morning proved to be in favor of first-time winners. SRF was a clas-
sic chess match with West Coast talent at the front. Mike Miserendino ran com-
fortably at the head of the field for the majority of the contest, but Todd Harris 
played his cards right and narrowly beat Miz to the line to collect a long-awaited 
Runoffs victory. The must-see Spec Miata showcase saw local track knowledge 
reign supreme. Justin Hille was indomitable all week in qualifying, and topped it 
off with a flag-to-flag triumph in a tussle of spectacular proportions. The after-
noon was Civil War between Honda and Mazda products in STL. The Honda 
Civic was the vehicle to have in this race, with half of the top 10 piloting the 
sport compact. Darin Treakle was 4th at Daytona, but still BAAAED his Angry 
Sheep Motorsports Civic Si to a respectable 7th. H Production also highlighted 
the afternoon, as the enormous front-drive Toyota Yaris of Jason Isley dogged 
it out with the British roadsters. Isley came up short to defending champ Brian 
Linn and came in just in front of Ron Bartell, a pretty special feat at a course that 

rewards RWD machines. Finally, David Daughtery brought his gold medal total to 9 in B-Spec, though his count 
still trails B-Spec rival John Heinricy by 5.
     The final day of Runoffs competition was unsurprisingly encompassed by a thrilling, even if shortened, F Pro-
duction race. The top spots were shuffled early, and at any given time contained a Midget, two Miatas, and two 
Lotus 7s. The racing was close and got too much so when Steve Hussey and Joe Huffaker came together and con-
tacted opposite facing walls. Joe Walker was awarded the race win after a long caution turned black flag check-
ered the race due to damage to the walls. The 2016 FF championship race and the name Neil Verhagen are ones to 
remember for years to come. A 15-year-old Verhagen was out for a Sunday drive and had a comfortable margin 
of victory as he dethroned Graham Rahal to become the youngest Runoffs victor in history. In its second year 
as a national category, SRF3 was a race that would crown a new class champion with Kerry Jacobsen not return-
ing. The West Coast force was strong with this one as Black, Byrne, Miserendino, and Acker qualified in the first 
4 spots. After a tension-inducing two wave offs, the racing commenced. In this race, it didn’t seem to matter if 
you were Black or White because John and Boom Boom (Cliff) had a crazy close clash. The unofficial winner was 
White, but due to a rules infraction with his muffler, the 3-time SRF champ was removed from the final results, 
elevating Black tot the top step. The finale to the exhilarating week was chock full of power and experience in 
GT1. Cliff Ebben and Michael Lewis took off at the green and ran nose-to-tail until they made contact approach-
ing the carousel, which sent Lewis around. It was smooth sailing for Ebben to the championship, and Mike was 
able to collect himself to still finish 2nd.
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     A very big thank you goes out to the Ohio Valley Region and Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course for being so hos-
pitable over the championship event. We also cannot forget to thank the volunteers from across the country who 
made the 2016 Runoffs possible. Congratulations to all of the 2016 national champions and podium finishers! We 
look forward to heading to Indianapolis Motor Speedway for the 2017 Runoffs! Have a great winter and see you 
next season everyone! 

Asked and Answered - You asked, they’ve answered! 

Favorite car / class / group. Why?
 “My truck / EV. Duh!” – Bill Smith

“BMW 2002 / SSM / big 
fields…cause racecar!” 
– Travis Trussell

“CRXsi / F-H Prod 
/ Small Bore – huge 
fields, great racing and sportsmanship!” – Nick 
Pott

“Small bore. A lot of classes and plenty of com-
petition. Goes back to grass roots of road racing.” 
– Karl Johnson

“GTL, mini TransAm cars fast, fun to drive, and 
don’t break the bank.” – Joe Harlan

“Gulf M3 / STU / fast, almost famous, historic, 
mine!” – Eric Heinrich

“H Production…because 
grooves in tires is for wet rac-
ing only!” – Greg Nagy

“ITB because the people / 
cars are so different. Always loved the E36 M3s 
running the Speedvision series, Banana Boat car 
spitting Olympic torch sized flames at Summit 
Point and F1 is cool too.” – Kevin Fryer

“Toyota Starlet / ITD, be-
cause it took me to 3rd over-
all in SF regional champion-
ships ’92!” 
– Ronald Camacho

We went to the track instead of……
 “My 20th college reunion. When 
friends called, surprised not to 
see me, I proudly told them I was 
racing.” – Hayes Lewis

“I (almost) when to the track to 
race (if my wife didn’t give me the 
ultimatum) instead of being there 
for the birth of my son.” – Naris Nilubol

 “Going on our honeymoon. It was a 100 mile 
dirt bike race. A 10 mile loop using parts of Sum-
mit Main, the woods and around the motocross 
track that was at the location of the Shenandoah 
track now. The good old days.” – Brian Downey

“The day after my mother passed away. What bet-
ter way to get past her prolonged, painful ending 
than to spend time with my track family.” – Caro-
lyn Bayer-Broring

“Getting married!! Moved our wedding date to 
accommodate a MARRS race, and then ended 

our brief honeymoon at the 
race at Summit Point. Didn’t 
think about getting married at 
the track in those days.” – Anne 
Callihan

“In 2011 I showed up at the 
track in both my prom dress and 
my graduation cap and gown.” 

-Taylor Hyatt

“Went to the track…didn’t mow the grass, weed 
wack, wash the car, or take the trash out….and 
blew off work.” – Karl Johnson
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35 Years
Larry Hubert 
Joyce K Sinclair

30 Years
Samuel A Eyer 
Alice S Fatherree 
Alke Legg 
Michael Mulroney 
Gregory R Plush 
Sandy Shamlian 
Steven P Sinclair

25 Years
Virginia H Anderson 
Kenneth Fitzgerald 
Theodore Giovanis 
Charles A Gutow 
Pamela M Lentz 
Thomas McLeod  
Larry O Oliver 
Samuel J Vassallo, Jr.
Evan H Webb

20 Years
Mary Beth Broring 
Nicholas C Craft 
Kimberly V Fitzgerald 
Stephen W Hartwell 
David C Tostenson

15 Years
Gregg S Ginsberg 
Amy Gould 
Louis Interdonato 
William Loomis 
Marshall B Lytle III 
Daniel A Richardson 
Neil Simon 
Miner Wilcox 

10 Years
Graham L Adelman 
Sharon Adelman 
Louis Alessi 
John Alexandropoulos 
Joe Benton 
Douglas Burke 
Gene Clevenger 
Gabriel Dunn 
Brooke Fitzgerald 
William E Gardner 
Danny Kao 
Neil P O’Rourke 
Robert Page 
Michael A Snyder 
Susan Watkins 

5 Years
Carter Ade 
Mhyar Alzayat 
Matthew C Cummings 
Jack Karangelen 
Nicholas Karangelen 
Stratton Karangelen 
James Adam Kimmett 
James David Luehrs 
Ernest V Manzella 
Kate McPantlan 
Catherine Metcalf 
Willie C Mullins III
Beth Nagy 
Gregory Nagy 
Stephen Nichols 
John Polishuk 
Christina Thomlinson

DC Region SCCA Member Anniversaries - 7/16 to 10/31/2016

Stratightpipe Magazine is distributed to the SCCA Members, Supporters and 
Sponsors of our region quarterly to maintain and encourage membership participation and support of the 
WDCR SCCA. Please consider patronage of our region and national SCCA sponsors.

Magazine Contributions are encouraged and appreciated from SCCA members through Program Chair or Direc-
tors or members may also send letters to Straightpipe@wdcr scca.org to reach the team. The Straightpipe is 
coordinated by those shown above.

Advertising in the Straightpipe is available through contacting the Straightpipe Team. Author’s opinions ex-
pressed in the Straightpipe are not necessarily those of the WDCR SCCA. Any reproduction of the Straightpipe 
material requires permission of the author/artist and editor and/or the WDCR SCCA. © 2016
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