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The Region’s awards banquet was held on  
February 4th at Turf Valley. Solo and Club 
Racing trophies were given out as well as the 
region’s perpetual awards - congratulations to 
all of our deserving winners! Additionally, I was 
able to honor six people for their service to the 
club. Ted Cahall for developing the MARRS 
points website; David Sann, Shawn Roberts 
and Evanthe Salisbury for leading our Solo program for the last sever-
al years; our jack of all trades Bob Crawford for being Member Ser-
vices chair, serving as Asst. Director of Club Racing and many other 
things too; and last, but far from least, Heidi S. Weir, our Club Admin-
istrator who makes it possible for everyone else to function without 
being buried in paperwork.We also had a chance to meet the new 
President of Summit Point, Doug Allison, who attended as a guest of 
the region along with Barbara Scott, Chris White and their guests.
We are looking at revising our website in order to make it more at-
tractive to people who are not already involved with the club. The 
current website is great at communicating needed information to our 
existing members, but not as good at getting the second and third 
click from people who are just finding out about SCCA and our pro-
grams. We’re also signing a new sponsor – MOTORHEADMEDIA 
-  whose website ‘RacingJunk’ will target people in our geographic 
area who are interested in the sport. Many of you already know about 
RacingJunk as the place to buy and sell competition vehicles. We 
are also going to start a Regional Hall of Fame. (Thanks to Dennis 
Dean for suggesting that we work on this.) The plan is for it to be a 
page on our website with a picture and bio information on the induct-
ees. Criteria for inclusion is still being developed. Hanna Lynch, our 
Regional Historian, has agreed to chair the Hall of Fame committee. 
She’ll be looking for volunteers to serve on the committee as well as 
asking some of our long term members to submit ideas for individuals 
who might be good candidates for inclusion. There are several other 
new initiatives under consideration to promote SCCA here in the mid 
Atlantic area and bring in, not just new members, but new participants 
for all of our programs. Bob Crawford, Taylor Hyatt and Michael Root 
have done a lot of work toward getting a more robust public rela-
tions program off the ground. If you would like to help, I’m sure they 
would appreciate hearing from you. Which brings me to the same 
message with which I always end this column. Cont. on page 4...                                                                                               

REReport - Paul Anderson
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Big Wheels 
 
Please be respectful of 
these volunteers and limit 
calls to between the  hours 
of 9:00AM to 9:00PM

Region Office
Heidi S. Weir
Region Administrator
P.O. Box 4334
Silver Spring, MD
20914-4334
cluboffice@wdcrscca.org
(800) TRY-4SCCA
Office: 301-572-7444
Office: 800-879-4722
Fax: 301-572-2211
 
2017 Board of Directors
Paul Anderson  
Regional Executive
member310@ verizon.net
410-207-0193
 
Chuck Edmondoson  
Assitant RE
fastcarphysics@gmail.com
 
Mike Snyder, Treasurer
michaelsnyder1961@
yahoo.com
 
Anne Callihan, Director
atc.bod@gmail.com
304-535-8496
 
Dave Fitzgerald, Director
dafitzgerald@gmail.com
703-919-7837
 
Eric Wallgren, Director
wdcrbodwallgren@gmail.
com
301-793-bike
 
Lin Toland, Secretary
lin@tolandracing.com
304-264-4858
 

Brian Garfield, Director
bgarfield@gmail.com
 
Steve Salisbury, Director
faststeak@gmail.com
410-529-2338

Club Racing
Greg McDermott, Director of 
Club 
Racing
clubracechair@wdcr-scca.org
703-960-8970
 
 
Solo (Autocross)
Sam Vassallo, Chair
solochair@wdcr-scca.org
 
Brian Garfield, Novice Coordi-
nator
bgarfield@gmail.com
 
 
RallyCross
Adam Kimmett, Chairman
rallychair@wdcr-scca.org
C: 540-538-5665
 
Mike Golden, Tech Chief
rallytech@wdcr-scca.org
 
 
Road Rally
Eric Salminen mgobrallymas-
ter@gmail.com
 
 
PDX / Time Trials
Travis Dixon, Chairman
pdxchair@wdcr-scca.org
C: 410-346-5160
 
Mhyar Alzayat, Chief Instructor
pdxci@wdcr-scca.org 
703-362-5099
 

Lin Toland, Chief Stew-
ard
lin@tolandracing.com
304-264-4858
 
Member Services
Bob Crawford, Member 
Services Chair
membership@wdcr-sc-
ca.org
301-589-6782
 
Jack Burrows
johnjackburrows@aol.
com
703-304-2003
 
Eric Monterastelli, Web-
master 
wdcrscca@gmail.com
443-571-3114

Straightpipe
Taylor Hyatt,Editor
straightpipe@wdcr-sc-
ca.org
717-552-7695
 
Bob Crawford, Business 
Manager
mrgto68@hotmail.com 
301-589-6782
 

Bi
g 

W
he

el
s



3

Road Rally School
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All of our activities are organized and run by the members who volunteer their time and effort to put 
on some of the best programs in SCCA. We always need and appreciate anyone who is willing to 
give a little of their time toward helping out. Please see any of our program chairs or board members 
if you think you could give us a hand. We are all listed, with contact information, on the region website 
under “Contact Us” (click on “Region Directory”). We would love to hear from you.

Solo Report
The 2017 autocross season at 
FedExField, as of right now, be-
fore the NFL or any major concerts 
changes our dates, to be a rela-
tively compressed season for our 8 
Championship events.

Our Championship Series starts with a non-points Prac-
tice Event on April 23 followed immediately the first 
points event of the season on April 30th.  The rest of 
the season can be found on our website, and is always 
subject to change.
We also are hosting a Level 1 and Level 2 school as 
well as a junior kart school and a Test and Tunes.  The 
schools will be weekend of April 1-2, with the Test and 
Tune TBA.  Keep your eyes peeled for those dates on 
the website and our Facebook page!
We also hope to host our ever-popular Night Event, but 
that is TBD.
Our season would not be pos-
sible without the dedication and 
hard work of our Solo Commit-
tee.  As we entirely a volunteer 
organization, team members 
come and go.  We will miss Nate 
Atkins and John Nicolaysen.  We 
hope to see them come back to 
the Committee when they are able!  In turn, we welcome 
Danny Gross and Trevor Blackwell to the Committee!  
Thank you all for volunteering your time and expertise to 
the Club!
We have a full season, and we look forward to seeing 
you all on the asphalt!  Don’t forget the sunscreen....  !!

DC Region SCCA Member 
Anniversaries  11/1/16  to 2/28/17

50 Years
R Peter Gates

40 Years
Linda Keaney
Stephen Minig

Segundo Quinones

35 Years
Shirley Wantland

30 Years
Brian Dodge

Anna Johnson
Robert Lentz
Emily Mandile
Mark Wilson

25 Years
George Behning

BarryBrown
Anne Callihan

20 Years
Mark Gibson

John Voissem

15 Years
Francois Bru
Wendy Dean

Michael Holman
Matthew J Littleton
Elizabeth R Miller
Steven D Miller

Evan Spoerl

10 Years
Sandra Alessi

Eduardo N Arispe
Brian Cates

Vern Davison
Philippe Emad
Freda Gates

Lance Heinrich
Christopher Higgins 
Harry Hogenkamp
Frederic C Kelley

Erin Knowles
Philip Knowles

Keith Bryan Vaughn

The Rolex Crew!
Front row  L to R - Pat Kaunitz,  Lin Toland (Capt), Kim Rat-
cliffe, Rachel Foreman, Back Row L to R - Jameson Jones 
(NCR), Bryan Bernart (FL Reg), Rich D’Arconte, Bob Cage, 

Mike Kaunitz, Fred Cocoa, Frank Foley, Michael Wahl (NCR), 
Bill Forman.  This represents most of the Bus Stop Chicane 
crew for the Rolex, except for Jameson, Rachel and Bill who 
were at Station 5.   No I do not know whose dog it was, Pat 

saw it and brought it with her. 
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Dennis Dean Enters 
the SCCA Hall of  Fame

Dennis Dean began his involvement 
with SCCA as a tech inspector due 
to his interest in all things mechani-

cal.  Because of his insight as a tech 
inspector and his Navy training, his 
documentation with respect to tear 
down checklists and other proce-

dures have kept many stewards out of 
trouble over the years. At the Regional 
level, Dean provided Washington DC 
Region a wonderful set of standards 

that are still being used today.  He lat-
er joined the SCCA stewards program 
where his unparalleled technical ex-

cellence served him and the Club well. 
But beyond that, Dean exemplified all 
the personal attributes that have been 

stressed to SCCA stewards.
After many years as an outstanding 
SCCA volunteer, he took on a new 

challenge in 1996 when he joined the 
SCCA staff as Vice President of Club 
Racing and Rally/Solo.  And after his 

stint with the national office, Dean 
found time to further expand his im-

pact with ever increasing involvement 
in the Runoffs, providing guidance and 
leadership to the Hall of Fame project, 
and serving on the SCCA Foundation 
Board. In each of these areas his im-
pact has been felt both now and into 

the future.

Building a CAM-T First Gen Camaro 
-Lou Jasper

The rules of Solo’s Classic American Muscle (CAM) are 
wide open right?  Your car must be safe, street legal, and 
you must run DOT tires of UTQG treadwear grade 200 or 
higher. With few exceptions, you are free to be as creative 

as you want.  Given this flexibility, you would think that 
building a competitive car would be relatively straightfor-
ward.  So, why not take full advantage of CAM’s flexibility 

and build a no holds barred, street legal, purpose-built 
autocross car?  Beyond the obvious financial limitations, I 
think most classic car owners feel nostalgic for their cars; 

i.e., deciding how far to cut/modify can be difficult.  For me, 
it was a struggle between achieving the highest level of per-

formance possible while maintaining the car’s identity.  

My build started in July 2010 when I purchased a good 
1969 Camaro RS with: Rally Sport package, AC, and the 

original engine and transmission.  It wasn’t particularly rare, 
so I didn’t need to be overly concerned with making chang-

es.  At this point my plan was to make a nice street car - 
enjoy it with my family, take it to car shows, cruises, etc.  I 

really had no intention of racing.  Although the car looked to 
be in good condition, there was plenty to do just to make it 

safe and dependable.  Cont. on page 6...
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Body/Chasis Restoration:
When restoring a 40+ year old car, you’ll usually have a lot of rust to deal with.  The only way to avoid 
it is to buy a well-done car that is already complete.  Alternatively, you have two options: buy a new 
body (>$12,000) and frame (~$1000), or fix the existing structure yourself. Since my rust issues were 
fairly minor, I chose the latter route.  With the exception of the door jambs and floor, most of the rust 
repair was purely cosmetic. Still, this step was very time-consuming.

Shift Toward Racing:
In late 2012, I was making slow progress on the restoration when I met Brian Garfield at my wife’s 
high school reunion.  I happened to mention my restoration project and he asked if I had thought 
about Solo®.  Early in the 2013 season, I attended level 1 school and a few events and I was hooked!  
At the time, CAM did not exist, so Brian pointed me toward C-Prepared (CP).

By mid-2013, the restoration work was progressing, but I was struggling with fully committing to CP.  
Generally, CP cars are not streetable when fully prepped; gutted interior, Lexan windows, perhaps a 
tube frame chassis, etc. I view the ’69 Camaro as iconic and changing it that much (IMO) would sac-
rifice its identity and completely change the experience of driving it.  Late in 2013, SCCA provided a 
solution when they introduced the CAM class for the 2014 season. This was a perfect fit for me. Spe-
cifically, CAM Traditional (CAM-T): 1954-89 front engine, rear drive, street-legal domestic cars.  The 
flexibility in the rules enabled almost unrestricted modification so I was now free to make as many 
upgrades as I wanted without sacrificing my take on the identity of the car.   
 

As I planned my build, I found a 
wealth of information on improving 
the 1st gen Camaro from pro-tour-
ing forums and various web sites 
like Pozzi Racing (Dave Pozzi).  I 
also discovered the cars of Mark 
Stielow (Red Devil Camaro), R. J. 
Gottlieb (Big Red Camaro), and 
Mark Donohue’s (Penske Racing) 
1st gen Camaros from the SCCA 

Trans-Am racing series.  It was Donohue’s cars that inspired me the most, but Gottlieb and Stielow 
provided insight into what I could do with today’s components.  In the end, I decided to build a Trans-
Am inspired pro-touring car, but with a more emphasis on racing than street.  

Now that I had a vision, I needed advice from experienced racers.  Brian put me in touch with oth-
er SCCA drivers like Dave Mapes and Jason Rhodes.  Dave Pozzi also provided great advice and 
recommended a few books that would help.  For anyone attempting to build their first autocross car, 
you need to speak with folks in the community. Most people are very willing to lend advice and their 
experience enables you to make informed decisions. Brian provided advice as well, mostly in terms 
of shifting mindset: focusing on the suspension (not power), weight reduction, proper gearing, and 
keeping as much rubber on the ground as possible.  
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By late 2014, most of the restoration was complete and the paint was applied.  Now I shifted focus to 
prepping the car for racing with the following goals in mind: 

 •Competitive, but streetable 
 •Maximize the platform 
 •Retain original subframe- maintain basic structure, improve rigidity
 •Improve suspension geometry
 •Fit largest tires possible without 
compromising body lines

 •Reduce weight, especially rotational mass
 •Improve road feel / feedback
 •Build in adjustability wherever possible

Stiffen the Chassis:
The ‘69 Camaro platform consists of a unibody placed on top of a steel front sub-frame.  The platform 
is okay for street driving, but is excessively “floppy” both torsionally and longitudinally.  Some pro-tour-
ing cars use roll-cages, but that didn’t fit my plans. The other way to improve chassis stiffness on a 
1st gen is by installing sub-frame connectors; either bolt-on or weld-in.  Bolt-on connectors are truly 
inadequate.  Weld-in connectors, however, substantially improve stiffness.  I opted for weld-in con-
nectors from Detroit Speed, which integrate into the floor structure and are barely noticeable unless 
you know where to look.    

Knowing that autocross was going to impart dynamic loads the car was never designed for, I also 
added 16-gauge steel to a few stress points in the unibody structure.  Prior to welding in the connec-
tors, I also took the opportunity to weld the subframe seams completely (GM only welded several 
small sections).  Lastly, I replaced the worn OEM rubber body mount bushings with solid aluminum 
(Al) replacements to improve the overall stiffness of the structure and to improve feedback.    

I could have replaced the factory subframe with a new aftermarket unit.  I chose not to.  Why? 
• Newer subframes are not substantially lighter (OEM weighs 110#)
• They are costly ($3K+)
• Most (at the time) allowed for only a 275 tire
• My goal was to work with the original structure as much as possible
The common wisdom is that only 255 tires (max) would fit on the front of a 1st gen unless you cut/
flared the fenders.  I did not want to do this because I felt it would compromise identity.  More on this 
later, but I was able to find a way to fit 275s, making my set-up competitive with most aftermarket sub-
frames at a fraction of the cost.

In Memory Of: Doug Holmes

It is with sadness that we report the passing of Douglas Holmes, 30+ year SCCA mem-
ber and supporter of the DC Region.  There will be a Missing Man Lap in his honor at 

MARRS 1.
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Weight reduction: 
Lighter is faster and less weight vastly improves dynamics.  
I couldn’t do much with the structure (short of an all-out tu-
bular race chassis), so reducing sprung weight consisted of 
disposing of any non-essential equipment (vacuum actua-
tors, air conditioning, trim, brackets) and using lighter ma-
terials wherever possible.  The front bumper (for example) 
was held on with ~8 lbs of brackets.  Since the front bumper 
is only aesthetic, I was able to eliminate ~7 pounds.  
Other changes came through the suspension and steering.  
The OEM iron linkages and massive iron steering box were 
replaced by a quick-ratio rack; saving nearly 50 pounds!  
The OEM power steering pump and steel brackets were 
replaced with a modern GM type II pump and a custom Al 
bracket, saving ~12#.  I also replaced the steel hood (~60#) 
with an Al hood (< 25#).  

Thus far, all reduction was forward of the driver, improving 
the inherent front/rear weight distribution issue in 1st gen 
Camaros.  I also moved the battery to the trunk.  Reduc-
tion elsewhere came from replacing the original front seats 
with modern design seats, eliminating ~50#.  I also reduced 
rotational mass: lightweight flywheel, Al driveshaft, and Al 
wheels.  The addition of Baer brakes (6-piston 14” front and 
4-piston 13” rear) also saved weight compared to the all 
steel OEM equipment.  

More reduction was possible, but I had to make compromis-
es to retain identity & street-ability.  For example:  substi-
tuting Lexan for glass, removing the rear seat (CAM-legal), 
installing true racing seats, removing the interior door pan-
els, etc.  Carbon fiber body panels are also an option, but 
we all have financial limitations.

2017 RX Location!

For the 2017 season, DC RallyCross 
is moving full-time to the Rally Farm in 
Catlett, Virginia where several events 
were run last season. The Rally Farm 
is owned by long-time rallyists Lance 
and Robin Weisenfluh, and they have 
turned their large property into a true 
rally facility, used both for stage rally 
testing, rallysprint, and WDCR Rally-
Crosses. Unlike the all-gravel Frost-

burg venue, the Rally Farm surface is 
grass and dirt, which results in minimal 
wear on tires and less course rutting.  

More importantly, there is ample space 
for large courses and multiple course 
configurations throughout the venue’s 

multiple large fields - as well as a 
large paddock area near shade trees. 
Our events at the Rally Farm in 2016 
had high attendance and the venue 
is friendly to bringing your family or 

friends to watch as well!
Located in the countryside of Catlett, 
Virginia, The Rally Farm has a great 
central location for most competitors: 

1 hour from Washington DC, 1.5 hours 
from Baltimore or Richmond, and 

convenient to the DC suburbs. Food 
and hotels are within a 15-minute 

drive on the scenic country roads. The 
Rally Farm’s address is 11686 Elk Run 

Road, Catlett, Virginia 20119.
In addition to seven regular-season 
events and two test&tune days, DC 
RallyCross will also be hosting the 

SCCA Eastern National Challenge for 
the second straight year in 2017 - this 
time at the Rally Farm, which promis-

es multiple great courses.
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Suspension:
OEM 1st gen suspension is absolutely horrible!  The CG is too high, suspension geometry is wrong, 
and there is very limited adjustability.  Issues with the front suspension include:
• Massive bump-steer
• Ackerman is not optimized
• Wheel rate and roll bar stiffness are way too soft
• Positive camber gain in bump
• Slow steering rate
• Heavy components
The rear suspension was similar to what you would see on an old pickup.  It consisted of a solid axle 
with mono-leaf springs and staggered shocks - heavy and no adjustability whatsoever.  Clearly, the 
suspension was an area that needed attention.  

Front suspension:
As I mentioned earlier, one of the “understood” issues if using an OEM subframe is the 255 tire width 
limit.  Brian and other warned that 255 simply would not be competitive.   As it turns out, many of the 
limitations are a result of wheel interference with the upper A-arm, sway bar, and steering arm.  The 
space available seemed adequate for a 275 tire, but I had to be sure.  Paul Moorcones (Radial Tire 
Co.) was kind enough to provide an old Nitto 275 which I used to mock up the suspension and evalu-
ate clearance.  Through careful measurement, I found I could indeed fit 275s with the right aftermar-
ket components, 18” wheels, and limiting (slightly) the turning radius.  Limiting the turning radius had 
absolutely no impact when racing and I rarely notice it when driving.  

Simply put, OEM suspension arms are not designed to take the cornering loads experienced in au-
tocross.  Aftermarket tubular arms do not save weight, but they do offer several advantages:  more 
built-in caster, greater strength (for cornering loads and higher spring rates), and the ability to install 
coil-over shocks (for ride height adjustability).    

Addressing the roll center and the poor camber gain requires fixing the geometry.  To do so, I modi-
fied the mounting points of the upper A-arms using the Gouldstrand mod (Dick Gouldstrand), which 
involves lowering and shifting rearward the upper control arm mounting points.  While this helped, it 
did not (by itself) provide enough camber gain (~ 2.5 degrees over stock).  I also had to increase the 
height of the steering knuckle while maintaining clearance for the wheel.  Drop spindles did not work 
–they created clearance issues in full bump.  Eventually, I found knuckles that were taller, lighter, and 
stronger than stock.  What resulted was ~5 degrees of camber gain improvement.  To fix the bump-
steer, I installed modified steering arms.  Lastly, I added double adjustable coil over shocks, 550 lbs/in 
springs, a 1-1/4” hollow sway-bar, and a quick-ratio power rack.  

Rear Suspension:
Surprisingly, the dimensions of the stock rear wheel well limited tire size to ~265.  Here, again, I want-
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ed to be careful as I wanted to keep the rear seat and I didn’t want to change it in a way that would be 
noticeable.  I decided to install mini-tubs, but I did it the old way – I cut the existing tubs, moved the 
inner halves further inboard, and welded in new metal (cost ~$25).  I cut to the maximum I could with-
out having to change (noticeably) the rear seat.  With the sheet metal out of the way, I could now fit 
up to a 345 tire!  However, I still needed a more-adjustable suspension that would enable tires above 
265.  I elected to go with a torque arm rear suspension from Speedtech; primarily because of its sim-
plicity, weight savings (compared to stock), and the great adjustability.  This suspension incorporates 
double adjustable coil overs and an adjustable pan-hard bar.  Pinion angle is adjustable as well as 
wheel base, ride height, and anti-squat.  I also elected to install an adjustable rear sway bar. 

Drivetrain:
Engine:

As bought, my car had an original TH 350 transmission (3-speed) and a good 
engine: a 4-bolt main 350 CID small block with 10.6:1 compression, forged in-

ternals, “fuelie” heads and a single plane intake.  This engine, if set up properly, 
seemed to be a good foundation for an autocross engine.  However, there was 
a problem.  I knew the cam was a solid, flat-tappet, but I did not know the lash 
specs.  The only way to find out was to remove the cam from the engine and 

look up the model number.   

The engine tear-down was a good thing to do.  Although in good condition, I took 
the opportunity to replace the bearings and rings, blueprinted it to the best of my 
ability.  In the process, I learned that I had a tight-lash cam.  If I had adjusted the 

rockers as explained in the blogs instead of tearing down the engine, I would 
have definitely damaged the engine!! The cam had acceptable specs: about 290 

degrees of duration and over 0.500 lift with 113 degree lobe separation.  Just 
about what you would want for a hot street 350.  Unfortunately, the single plane 
intake and oversized carb made for poor responsiveness and a power band well 
above where I needed it.  I swapped in a very good dual plane intake and right-
sized the carburetor and headers.  This made a dramatic difference in perfor-

mance and greatly improved responsiveness. 

Transmission:
The OEM TH350 3-speed automatic has wide gear spacing and ratios that did 
not meet my needs (I needed to achieve ~70 mph in second gear and rev com-

fortably during highway driving). Since I prefer driving a manual transmission and 
knowing that I was going to upgrade to a more powerful engine at some point, I 
opted to install a close-ratio T-56 6-speed with a McLeod street extreme clutch.   

This was one of the best purchases I made, but it wasn’t a bolt-in (as adver-
tised).  I needed to fabricate a new transmission tunnel so that I could achieve 

proper pinion angle.   

Rear:
The locking differential and 3.08 gears in the GM 10-bolt would not be up to task.  The GM 10-bolt 
lacks strength, but has relatively low parasitic loss.  Since autocross doesn’t stress the rear as much 
as drag racing, it would serve the purpose at the current power level (~400hp); but not without up-
grades.  The mods consisted of a good rebuild, an Eaton posi unit, 3:55 Richmond gears, and an Al 
cover capable of supporting the bearing caps under harsh loading. 
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Race ready:
In early 2016, all the mechanicals, paint, and wiring were done and all that was left was final assem-
bly; which I finished just in time for the first event of the 2016 season.  In fact, it took an all-nighter to 
complete it the morning of the first event.  My first drive was to Fedex field – fingers crossed that I did 
everything correctly.  It wasn’t without incident – the car cut-out about 2 miles from my house.  Luckily, 
it was a simple electrical issue – I forgot to tighten up a junction block which subsequently shorted a 
fusible link.  Sort of like one of those Roadkill episodes, right?  Afterward, the car ran without issue.  
Before driving at that first event, a number of folks said “it’s shiny”.  I think that’s code for “it’s probably 
slow”.   

In total, I was able to race in four events in 2016. In the first two, I could tell the car had great poten-
tial, but without seat time I wasn’t very effective driving it.  Things went much better in the last two 
events.  Even without tuning the suspension, it had excellent grip, road feel, and was very responsive. 
I feel I achieved my goals (RE: performance), but I still have plenty of improvement in terms of driving 
it to its potential.  With that said, the car is a heck a lot of fun to drive and that’s exactly what CAM is 
supposed to be about!

2017 Plans:
This winter, I’ve been spending time giving the car a good once-over: checking welds, improving 
some areas I’m not quite satisfied with, etc.  The most significant planned modification is replacing 
the current engine with one more powerful; equally at home in both autocross, and road-racing (if I 
choose to go that route in the future).  To do this, I’ve been working with George and Justin Reggio 
of Maryland Performance.  The general plan is to have a very durable platform with ~600hp. Pushing 
the limits, but still streetable.  George and Justin have been great and have patiently worked with me 
throughout the process.  The engine will be ready for the 2017 season.  Whether or not I can drive 
well enough to handle all that extra power…we’ll know soon enough.

In Memory Of: Pete van der Vate

It is with a heavy heart that we share the news of another loss to the SCCA fami-
ly.  Pete van der Vate was a 20+ year member of the DC Region and was a two-time 

SCCA National Champion.
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Have You Thanked Your      
Volunteers Today?

Celebrating National          
Volunteer Appreciation 

Month (April, 2017)
- Kim Dixon

The Sports Car Club of America is different from any other 
car organization because we are a club; we only have one 
paid staff person the rest of the programs are run exclusive-
ly by volunteers. 

That means that the Rally, Autocross, PDX, Club Race or 
Rally Cross that you attended was planned, organized, and 
put on by people who dedicate their time to serving the car 
enthusiast community--people who care about your safety, 
who care about your experience, and care about the sport.  
And despite the many hours if not days that go into creating 
these events, no one is making a single penny.  Many of 
our participants do not understand this concept, when they 
see that there is a fee to our events they assume that we 
are all getting rich off of our work.  They don’t understand 
that there is insurance to pay, track rental or facility rental, 
equipment to buy, and administrative overhead that goes 
into our fee structure and frequently they ask “why can’t 
your events be less expensive?”  

Another missed aspect of our organization being an all 
volunteer run organization is that there is a value of having 
passionate people running an event that they have poured 
their blood, sweat and tears into.  They care.  Our partici-
pants are not just dollar signs in our eyes, they are people 
who will hopefully participate more and join in the camara-
derie that our club provides.  We answer emails in the mid-
dle of the night from a nervous participant because we care.  
We return phone calls.  We make sure someone who broke 
down at the event has a way of getting themselves and their 
vehicle home.  Our organization is different because we 
care from the top to the bottom.  We give of ourselves freely 
for the love of people just like us. 

Volunteers are people.  They have hearts.  They have feel-
ings.  They have needs.  In this day and age it is really easy 
to overlook these things.  In honor of National Volunteer 
Appreciation Month, which is April by the way, here are 10 
ways that you can thank you volunteers:
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AutoCross iOS App 

Chris Paveglio releases “Auto-
cross Stickers,” an iOS Messag-
es ‘sticker pack,’ with a collection 
of autocross and racing imagery 
to use in iOS 10 Messages (iP-
hones and iPads.) Icons include 
cones, racing flags, helmets, tire, 
jack, steering wheels, and more. 

30 in total.
Chris is a long time (15 year) 

SCCA autocrosser in his black 
ESP-class, TransAm for both the 
WDCR and Susquehanna Re-
gions. His background is in app 
development and is a long-time 

graphic designer. 
To download the app search 
“autocross” or click this link: 

https://itunes.apple.com/
us/app/autocross-stickers/

id1190199413?mt=8
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Volunteer Appreciation M
onth

1. Honor their work.  If a volunteer is trying to help you with something, please don’t dismiss their efforts.  
Take the time to appreciate what they are doing for you.  Listen and follow their directions.  Most of our volun-
teers don’t just communicate with you for their health.  They have a message to convey that is important. 
2. Say “THANK YOU”.  It is a really little phrase that goes a long way.  Even if you are in a situation where you 
might not be the happiest camper in the room, recognize that that steward or chief is doing their job so you can 
have some fun.  Accept your lumps and end with a “Thank you for your work”.
3. Roll up your sleeves and help.  Event days are long we all know this.  It’s even longer for event stewards, 
who not only showed up an hour or two before you did but will probably stay an hour or two later than you, 
because they have to take down the event.  Pick up cones, help take down banners, offer to help carry heavy 
equipment to various vehicles.  These little helps mean a ton in the eyes of the volunteer. Many hands make 
light work.
4.  Have fun at the event!  When the volunteers see you having fun, we know our work was well worth it.  No 
one likes to hear whining all day.  Stop relax and enjoy the day.  (If you have a genuine concern absolutely 
speak up, but if it’s something little and whiny, please suck it up and have a good time).
5. Save your drama for your llama.  Yes it is motorsports.  Yes it is ego driven.  But at the end of the day 
the prize is a piece of wood with your name on it.  Is that worth making someone’s day absolutely miserable?  
Maybe someone said you clipped a cone and you are sure you didn’t, maybe the tech shed caught something 
that was illegal, maybe the registrar missed your registration and has to make up some paperwork.  Are any of 
those things worth hurting people, potentially losing volunteers and making you look bad?  No.  So, the biggest 
and best way to appreciate volunteers is to treat them they way you would want to be treated.  Yes, you are 
allowed to be upset, but you are not allowed to take your anger out on someone who is GIVING you his or her 
day so you can play.  Suck it up.  Take a walk.  Go punch a tree.  The club loses more volunteers to hot heads 
who forget that this is just about bragging rights and a piece of wood—CHILL OUT!
6. Shut your should-er.  Volunteers work hard, and we love our participants and their feedback.  It helps us 
grow and learn and get better.  But, there are some limits.  There is something slightly insulting when people 
come up to a volunteer and say, “You should…..” .  Our response tends to be, “Sure I can do that along with 
making sure I’m up at 3:30am so I can get here on time, I can take the time off of work to make sure I get the 
paperwork right, oh yeah there are those pesky meetings that I have to attend to make sure we are all commu-
nicating, so the event goes smoothly…so yes I SHOULD do that…and I’ll get right on it.”  If you see something 
that you would like to see tried at an event, offer up your time to help get it done.  Try it out.  See if it works.  
But please don’t expect an already overworked team to do something else without help.  Be the change that 
you want to see.
7. A little treat goes a long way.  You would be so surprised how much it means to be thought of.  If you see 
that a team is in early and missing breakfast to get things set up for the event, maybe it would be nice to bring 
some bagels or donuts.  Or maybe on a hot day you offer up a case of cold beer or sodas…it’s a little thing in 
the big picture, but having someone remember you and appreciate you goes a long way.  You don’t have to do 
it every time, just once is enough to show you care.
8. Join us in volunteering.  Flag an event.  Offer up your talents and join a committee.  
9. Give shout outs.  Did you have an instructor/tech inspector/steward/flagger/ev worker or registrar take 
particularly good care of you?  SAY IT!  Tell people how awesome your experience was.  Build someone up.  It 
really does mean a lot.
10. Smile.  It’s contagious.

Remember, we are a club.  We support each other.  Without our volunteers, we wouldn’t have a place 
to play.  So love and appreciate your events volunteers.  Happy Volunteer Appreciation Month.
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THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
Jack Burrows, Area 2 Director
I wasn’t sure what to expect when I joined SCCA’s board of di-
rectors.  I’ll admit that, being a rookie member with just a couple 
months under my belt, I’m still finding my feet.  This year is unique 
for a pair of reasons.  First, while the 13 board members’ terms are 
staggered so that the turnover is typically three or four new mem-
bers at most, this year we have five new members because two 
sitting members passed away in late 2016.  So not only has the complexion of the 2017 board has 
undergone a major change, I’m hardly the only newbie in the room.  
Fortunately, SCCA’s board implemented a “new member orientation” which took place immediately 
before the December meeting.  After a day-and-a-half of orientation, I felt much better prepared for 
the board room.  December’s meeting was a transitional one.  It was the last official meeting of the 
2016 board and an opportunity for new members to observe and learn how the board operates, what 
it was working on, and what ongoing issues the 2017 board would be working on. 
This brings me to the second unique thing and the most pressing issue facing the board - the selec-
tion of SCCA’s next president and CEO.  The previous board did a great deal of hard work to develop 
an updated job description and cast a wide net which netted nearly 100 applicants.  So one of the 
first tasks for the 2017 board was to wade through those resumes and applications.  As I write this in 
mid-February, that field has been whittled down to a manageable number and we will soon be con-
ducting interviews.  It’s still too soon to say when these interviews may result in a new president.  But 
the board has been working long and hard to get a new president as soon as possible and yet also do 
so with the deliberation a selection like this requires and the club deserves.  
Because the 2017 board chose to continue the previous board’s wise decision not to appoint an 
interim president, some of the president’s functions have fallen upon the board’s chair and vice chair, 
Lee Hill and Dan Helman.  So, while the board has consciously tried to avoid any kind of micro-man-
agement, there are inevitably “nuts-and-bolts” issues which need to be dealt with.  Once a president 
is in place, the board will be able to devote itself to the sort of strategic planning and overall guidance 
which is its true function.  
All in all, I am optimistic about the 2017 board.  By its nature, SCCA is an organization full of Type 
A personalities, and it only stands to reason that this should be especially true of its board of direc-
tors.  But rather than being a bickering and backbiting group, this board seems to be a collegial group 
which I believe will work well together and can accomplish great things.  Time will tell.  

Tilton Motorsports 
located in Ashburn, 
VA is the sponsor of 
our 2017 MARRS 

Championship with 
partner 

RaceKeeper   
www.race-keeper.

com 

OG Racing
“Official Motorsports 
Equipment Supplier 
to the Washington 
DC Region, SCCA”
Staffed by racers, 

for racers, OG Rac-
ing carries just what 
you need to get to 

the track
www.ogracing.com/

Since 1976, Radial 
Tire Company has 
been providing the 
Washington D.C. 

area with quality tires 
and the finest ser-

vice. 
New in 2017:

RacingJunk.com, 
the world’s #1 mo-
torsports classified 
ad site where our 
members can buy 
and sell cars, trail-

ers and other racing related equipment 

Thanks 
to our 

Sponsors 
and 

Partners!
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Road Rally
Washington D.C. Region SCCA 

and 
The MGs of Baltimore, Ltd. 

Present the 28th Running of the  

GET THE DUST OFF  
RALLYE 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 
First car off at 11:31 a.m.   

Dedicated to the memory of Richard W. Murphy

$30 per car to April 28th - $35 per car afterwards  
To register complete the entry form below and mail it with a check payable to “MGs of Baltimore, Ltd.” 

SEND TO: Dennis Blevins, 1213 River Road, Quarryville, PA 17566 (lucas2mg@yahoo.com) 
Driver: _____________________ Navigator:   _______________________________
Address: _____________________ Address:  _______________________________
City/St/Zip_____________________ City/St/Zip  _______________________________
Phone: _____________________ Phone: _______________________________
e-mail: _____________________ e-mail: _______________________________
SCCA region:_________ Member#________ SCCA region ___________ Member #___________
Vehicle information: Make: ________________ Model: ________________ Year: __________ Color: ________________ 

Member: MGOB? ____ TRAC? ____ SCCA/Branded Rally? ____ Other: _____________________________ 
Class: Select one!   (SCCA Novice class – 6 or less total rallies run by driver or navigator)
Vintage __ Historic I __ Historic II __  S.O.P. ___      SCCA –Equipped ___ -Limited ____ -Stock ____ -Novice ____ 

(Classes may be combined at the rallymaster’s discretion for competitive purposes.) 
I herby warrant that the entered vehicle is on the road legally, is being used by the entrant with the owner’s permission and is covered by liability insurance 
of not less than $20,000/$40,000/$15,000 or the minimum requirements in the state of registry, whichever is higher. 

Driver signature: ______________________________________   Navigator signature: _________________________________________________ 

All vehicles must have no more than 2 people in the car. If a minor (less than 18 years old) is to participate you must contact 
us in advance to secure a minor release form which requires the signature of both parents.

This will be a straight-forward Time-Speed-Distance Monte Carlo style rally of approximately 60 competitive miles. No un-
paved sections. Timing will be scored to one-one hundredth of a minute (.01). All vehicles welcome. Classes will be provided
for Vintage (pre-1960), Historic I (1960’s), Historic II (1970-1981), Seat-of-the-Pants (let’s not get too serious about this and
have fun), and SCCA competitive classes - Stock, Limited, Equipped, and Novice. Awards will be based on number of entrants 
per class. Very nice trophies including $100 winery gift certificate to the MGs of Baltimore team with the best score.  
START:  Mariner Point Park, 100 Kearney Drive, Joppa, MD. 21085 (1-3/4 miles south on Joppa Farm Rd. from US 40
(Pulaski Hwy) to Kearney Drive. Right onto Kearney Drive, 1/2 mile to park)
REGISTRATION: Opens at 10:30 am. Drivers’ meeting at 11:00. Please plan to arrive early. 
FINISH: Dejon Vineyards,  5300 Hydes Rd.,  Hydes, MD. www.dejonvineyard.com.  Bring along your picnic basket lunch 
and tailgating supplies. Food also available for purchase on site from Paul's Pork & Prime . Wine tasting will be provided for 
entrants (MGOB hand stamp required). 

Contact Rallymaster Eric Salminen at (443-463-3071) or mgobrallymaster@gmail.com  for additional rally information. 
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CLUB RACING CHAMPIONSHIPS
2016 MARRS CHAMPIONSHIPS

Class  Name         Place Class Name
GTP Bruce A. Shelton  1 Grand Touring Pinto
GTP Ralph Pagington  2 Grand Touring Pinto
GTP David R. Mapes  3 Grand Touring Pinto
HP Cason Kirkland  1 H Production
HP Carolyn Bayer-Broring 2 H Production
ITA Brent Simonson  1 Improved Touring A
ITA Blake Buyers   2 Improved Touring A
ITA Owen Schefer  3 Improved Touring A
ITB Kevin Fryer   1 Improved Touring B
ITB William Radford  2 Improved Touring B
ITB Drew Strickland  3 Improved Touring B
ITS Jeff Lucas   1 Improved Touring S
ITS Thomas Rickman  2 Improved Touring S
ITS Jim Cummings  3 Improved Touring S
LC Carter Weedon  1 Legends
LC Brian Donati   2 Legends
P2 Eric Wallgren   1 Prototype 2
SM Timothy Jacobs  1 Spec Miata
SM Joe Spaid   2 Spec Miata
SM Rob Hines   3 Spec Miata
SM Lee York   4 Spec Miata
SM Jedd Fahnestock  5 Spec Miata
SRF Christopher Blough  1 Spec Racer Ford
SRF Bruce Kromminga  2 Spec Racer Ford
SRF3 John Hall   1 Spec Racer Ford 3
SRF3 Donald Privett  2 Spec Racer Ford 3
SRF3 Jisu Kim   3 Spec Racer Ford 3
SRX7 Michael Root   1 Spec RX-7
SRX7 Donald Peyton  2 Spec RX-7
STU Mark Liller   1 Super Touring Under
STU Edward York   2 Super Touring Under
STU Edward Howard  3 Super Touring Under
SSM Richard Hromin  1 Showroom Spec Miata
SSM Kevin Kopp   2 Showroom Spec Miata
SSM Alan Olson   3 Showroom Spec Miata
SSM John Hotz   4 Showroom Spec Miata
SSM Daniel Conway  5 Showroom Spec Miata
STL John Jenkins   1 Super Touring Light
STL Michael LaMaina  2 Super Touring Light
STL Arun Master   3 Super Touring Light
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2016 Aw
ards Banquet

CLUB RACING PERPETUAL AWARDS

John M. Barnett Memorial Award  Mike Pepitone-FC
Dick Lord Trophy     Richard Hromin-SSM
Frank S. Pohanka Jr. Annual Award Robert & Michael Conner-LC
Rookie of the Year Award   Thomas “Dex” Rickman-ITS
Paul A. Norair Award    David Biegert-SSM
Tom Shaffer Memorial Award   Cason Kirkland-HP
Spirit of the Sport Award   Stan Damren

CLUB RACING VOLUNTEER AWARDS

T&S Worker of the Year Award-2016    Janet Toland
Special Service Award from T&S-2016    Heidi S. Weir
Special Service Award from T&S-2016    Bob Crawford
F&C Flagger of the year Award-2016    Mark Hillyer
F&C Lifetime Achievement Award-2016    Josh Cockey
Grid Volunteer of the Year Award-2016    Sherise Smouse
Tech Worker of the Year Award-2016    Martin Burk
Emergency Services Worker of the Year Award-2016  Bill Smith
Registration Worker of the Year Award-2016   Sara Brookfield

REGION PERPETUAL AWARDS

David Roethel Member Achievement Award Alan Olson
MVP Award               Steve Pence
MVP Award               Joelle Pence
Public Relations Award    Taylor Hyatt

REGION AWARDS

Regional Executive Award   Ted Cahall
Regional Executive Award   Heidi S. Weir
Regional Executive Award   Evanthe Salisbury
Regional Executive Award   David Sann
Regional Executive Award   Shawn Roberts
Regional Executive Award   Robert Crawford

Sue Roethel Award                     Dottie and Steve Huemmer
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What’s your real job?
“Sirius XM” – Brian Donati

“Team Lead for a rather large defense soft-
ware project” – Ryan Davies

“Urology coordinator, operating room”   
– Scott Krzastek

“Manage a data analysis group”                  
– Christopher Blough

“InfoSec for a weather service”                    
– Travis Dixon

“Cancer surgeon and scientist”                    
– Naris Nilubol

“Forensic document examiner” – CBB

“NASA Aerospace Engineer and a Reala-
tor” – Eddie Amatucci

“Engineer, design engines or drones”         
– Matt Hayes

“Paraeducator with MCPS”                          
– Heather Damren

“Retired old fart” – Twig

“Airline pilot” – Noel Leslie

“Seafood market/crab house owner”          
– Robert Conner

“Astronomer, Hubble Space Telescope”      
– Nor Pirzkal

“War crimes/crimes against humanity in-
vestigator” – Michael MacQueen

What advice would you give 
to drivers’ school students?
“You can’t win the school! You can only 

lose it” – Robert Myles

“Concentrate on being smooth, speed will 
come” – Marc Domer

“Bring a crew and helpers so you can 
focus on the class and track sessions.”                  

– Greg Cirillo

“Don’t get so wrapped up with the com-
petitive aspect that you forget to have 

fun.” – Elizabeth Miller

“Tow hooks!!! Front and back”                   
– Scott Henk

“Drink lots and lots and lots and lots of 
water.” – Jim Karamanis

“Consistent improvement over the week-
end and good decision making are the 

most important things.” – Roger Troxell

“Shiny side up” – Bob Cage

“When you spin, both feet in” – Dave Ade

“Front straight – check gauges and take a 
breath, just in case you forgot the rest of 

the lap” – Greg Nagy

“Dress for all types of weather”                   
– Kim Dixon

“Be predictable” – Asiya Colburn

Asked & Answered
You asked, they’ve answered!
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Solo: @FedEx Field
4/1-4/2: Kart/Novice School

4/23: Season Opening Practice
4/30: Championship Event #1
5/6: Level 1&2 School / T&T

5/21: Championship Event #2
6/4: Level 1&2 School / T&T

6/25: Championship Event #4
7/8: Level 1&2 School / T&T

7/16: Championship Event #5
8/20: Championship Event #6
9/24: Championship Event #7

PDX:
3/11-12: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Main
4/1: Instructors Clinic

@SPR Shen.
4/2: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Shen.
7/15-16: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Shen.
8/26-27: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Shen.
10/21-22: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Jeff.

Club Racing:
3/18-19: Drivers’ School

4/8-9: MARRS 1 / NEDiv Champion-
ship

4/29-30: Majors
5/6-7: MARRS 2&3 @VIR
6/3-4: MARRS 4 @NJMP

6/17-18: MARRS 5
7/8-9: MARRS 6

7/29-30: MARRS 7
8/12-13: MARRS 8 @PittRace

9/2-4: MARRS 9 & 10 - Labor Day 
Double

10/14-15: MARRS 11 @VIR

RX: @Catlett, VA
3/18: Test & Tune

3/19: Event #1
4/9: Event #2
5/7: Event #3
6/11: Event #4

7/7-9: East Coast National Champion-
ship

9/16: Test & Tune
9/17: Event #5

10/15: Event #6
11/12: Event 

Washington DC Region SCCA - 2017 Calendar 
2017 C

alendar

RR:
4/8: School - Parksville, MD

5/7: Get the Dust Off - Hydes, MD


