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I’ll start this off with a request for everyone to please vote 
in the ongoing election, we need YOUR vote! 

I’m sure you have all heard the sad news of the passing 
of Sue Roethel. Sue was a long time region member and 
had been involved in just about every aspect of WDCR 
activities - she has done it all and done it well. There 
was a celebration in her honor on Saturday night at the 
Labor Day MARRS and both of her daughters, Betsy and Susan, were able 
to attend. I believe there is also something planned for the Runoffs at Indy. 

It’s the time of year when we’re winding down the season’s activities. The 
home Club Racing season ended Labor Day weekend and there are just a 
few Solo, PDX and RX events left. This is a great opportunity for you to con-
sider volunteering a little time to help out with some of the tasks which keep 
the region running. We would like to do more of a PR push over the winter 
and we could use your assistance. Many of our competitors have come to 
consider their entry fees to be a “fee for service” and have forgotten that we 
have no paid staff to put on events and promote the region. It’s all volunteer 
folks and there are a number of things we could do better or do more of if we 

had a little more help. 
In the bad news department it looks like we are not going to have a great 
year financially. CR accounts for roughly two thirds of our expenses and our 
income. The weather this year has not been kind to us. That combined with 
the condensed season at Summit Point because of the October repaving has 
resulted in all of our summer CR weekends falling short of plan because of 
lower entries than had been projected. Final figures won’t be available for a 

couple of weeks, but it’s not looking great.
The Region will be hosting the NEDiv MiniCon on Friday November 10th & 
Awards Banquet on Saturday November 11th at the Turf Valley Resort in Elli-
cott City. It will be an interesting two days and you might want to put it on your 

calendar.
Immediately following the MiniCon and also at Turf Valley, we will hold the 
WDCR annual awards luncheon on Sunday afternoon the 12th. This is a new 
date and time and we’re giving it a try to see if more of our members prefer 
this kind of event over the traditional awards affairs we’ve held in the past. 
One advantage of the date is that end of season and class championship 
awards will be more relevant than the usual January or February dates we 

have had in the past. 
Contact myself or any of your other Board members for any questions or help. 
We do like to hear from you, even with complaints which can be very helpful 

to us.

RE Report - Paul Anderson
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Big Wheels 
 
Please be respectful of 
these volunteers and limit 
calls to between the  hours 
of 9:00AM to 9:00PM

Region Office
Heidi S. Weir
Region Administrator
P.O. Box 4334
Silver Spring, MD
20914-4334
cluboffice@wdcrscca.org
(800) TRY-4SCCA
Office: 301-572-7444
Office: 800-879-4722
Fax: 301-572-2211
 
2017 Board of Directors
Paul Anderson  
Regional Executive
member310@verizon.net
410-207-0193
 
Chuck Edmondoson  
Assitant RE
fastcarphysics@gmail.com
 
Mike Snyder, Treasurer
michaelsnyder1961@
yahoo.com
 
Anne Callihan, Director
atc.bod@gmail.com
304-535-8496
 
Dave Fitzgerald, Director
dafitzgerald@gmail.com
703-919-7837
 
Eric Wallgren, Director
wdcrbodwallgren@gmail.
com
301-793-bike
 
Lin Toland, Secretary
lin@tolandracing.com
304-264-4858
 

Brian Garfield, Director
bgarfield@gmail.com
 
Steve Salisbury, Director
faststeak@gmail.com
410-529-2338

Club Racing
Greg McDermott
Director of Club Racing
clubracechair@wdcr-scca.org
703-960-8970
 
 
Solo (Autocross)
Sam Vassallo, Chair
solochair@wdcr-scca.org
 
Brian Garfield
Novice Coordinator
bgarfield@gmail.com
 
 
RallyCross
Adam Kimmett, Chair
rallychair@wdcr-scca.org
C: 540-538-5665
 
Mike Golden, Tech Chief
rallytech@wdcr-scca.org
 
 
Road Rally
Eric Salminen 
mgobrallymaster@gmail.com
 
 
PDX / Time Trials
Travis Dixon, Chair
pdxchair@wdcr-scca.org
C: 410-346-5160
 
Mhyar Alzayat, Chief Instructor
pdxci@wdcr-scca.org 
703-362-5099

Lin Toland, Chief Steward
lin@tolandracing.com

 
Member Services
Bob Crawford, Member 
Services Chair
membership@wdcr-sc-
ca.org
301-589-6782
 
Eric Monterastelli 
Webmaster 
wdcrscca@gmail.com
443-571-3114

Straightpipe
Taylor Hyatt,Editor
straightpipe@wdcr-sc-
ca.org
717-552-7695
 
Bob Crawford
Business Manager
mrgto68@hotmail.com 
301-589-6782
 
Area 2 Director
Jack Burrows
johnjackburrows@aol.
com
703-304-2003Bi

g 
W

he
el

s



3

Season Photos 

Photos courtesy of: Mike Kelley, Taylor Hyatt, Bill Stoler, Ken Hills Photography, eTech Photoes, FB, and Google
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Club Racing Report - by Greg McDermott

Labor Day Weekend was the last race at Summit Point 
for the 2017 MARRS season. A nice turnout resulted in 
some great racing across all groups. A number of folks 
decided to sit out Saturday as we dealt with rain from the 
remnants of hurricane Harvey, but that was a one-day 
worry, and the weather Sunday and Monday was ideal for 
racing.  A “missing man” lap was held at the start of the 
last race on Saturday in remembrance of Sue Roethel.  
Sue’s daughters, Betsy Nickless and Susan Morris, were 
in attendance Saturday evening as Dennis Dean led a 
touching tribute to this remarkable woman who impacted 
the lives of so many within the Region and across SCCA. 
Labor Day weekend is traditionally the weekend for our 
annual charity fundraiser. This year, over $16,200 was 
raised for the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. 
Special thanks to all who donated items for the charity 
auction on Saturday night, especially Barbara Scott and 
the kind folks at Summit Point who donated a private test 
day on the Summit Point Circuit, which sold for $3200, 
and SSM racer Kevin Rychlik, who donated two custom-
ized helicopter tours that each sold for nearly $1000. A 
huge thank-you to Shirley Thompson and her team for 

organizing such a successful event! 
Sunday evening of the Labor Day MARRS featured the 
annual Open Competition Committee meeting. Although 
the meeting traditionally features discussion of issues 
such as where the MARRS series wants to race out-of-
region in the coming year, this year’s meeting focused 
on discussion of our declining car and worker counts and 
how we might improve the experience for all participants. 
Many thanks to Taylor Hyatt for recording this year’s 
meeting! Video of the meeting can be viewed on the DC 

Region Club Racing Facebook page.
As most already know, when we return to Summit Point in 
2018, racers will be greeted with a totally repaved track. 
Another change for 2018 is free entry to the track. That 
means no need to show your membership card, no more 
worrying about whom to put on your non-member crew 
list so that they can get into the track free, and no more 
having to pay $15 for non-members not on the guest list!
Just because we have wrapped our 2017 season at Sum-
mit Point does not mean that MARRS racing is done for 
the year! Join us for the 2017 MARRS finale at Goblins 
Go at VIR on October 14-15! This event promises to be 
a veritable motorsports extravaganza, featuring SARRC, 
MARRS, Carolina Cup Pro Series, Enduro Championship 

Series, and the V8 Road Racing Series! 
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2018 Is Looking Great at Summit Point 

Chris White, Summit Point Track Manager

As we begin looking to the end of the 2017 Motorsports 
Season at Summit Point, plans have already begun for 
2018 and beyond. We have three major projects either in 
the works, or planning stages, for the new season. First up 
is the re-pave of the Summit Point Circuit. Beginning on 
October 2 through the end of the month the Summit Point 
Circuit will be shut down to re-pave the track. The paving 
project will be full width and length, with the concrete re-
moved under turn 1. This is the first time the track has had 
a full re-pave since 2006, although we did do some paving 
in the turns in 2012. The new pavement will be a “racetrack” 
blend with oversight by a nationally recognized expert in 
race track construction. W&L has been chosen to mill and 
apply the new pavement.  What are we going to do with the 
millings? We will create a new “Early Arrival” area outside 
Gate 1, just to the right as you approach the gate. This 
new area will allow those arriving before the gates open 
to line up without entering the property and causing con-
gestion on the main road through the facility. As many of 
you know, Summit Point has grown considerably since we 
first opened the doors in 1969. With that growth has come 
the need to change the way we have do things. Before we 
open the new area, and before the first event of 2018, we 
will send out information on how we would like those com-
ing to Summit Point to line up in the new area, and how we 
will handle those arrivals when we allow paddock access 
for your event. Stay tuned! Also in the works for 2018, but 
only in the planning phase right now, is a 40’x120’ perma-
nent pavilion! The new pavilion will have a concrete floor, 
electric outlets, overhead fans, and lighting. The pavilion 
will be for use by the clubs renting our facility so that tents 
will not need to be brought in for events. In addition, we 
may also offer paving bricks engraved with the name of the 
person who purchased the brick to be used for a walkway 
to the new pavilion. We will post more about our new proj-
ect as it progresses and goes beyond the planning stages.  
Thank you to everyone who made 2017 a great season and 

we look forward to seeing all of you again in 2018!

DC Region SCCA Member 
Anniversaries  6/1/17  to 8/31/17

40 Years
James Kearney

35 Years
Wayne Zenger

30 Years
Carl Norris

Patrick Sharkitt
Albert Freer III
Graham Taylor

25 Years
Beth Burkhard

Weldon Wheeler

20 Years
James Stem

Dave Woodson
C W Armbrust

15 Years
Charmaine Sullivan

David Hsu
Lisa Garfield

Michael Collins
Wendy Collins

Gregory McDermott
Jacob Wolfson

10 Years
Jeanne Phelan
Brantley Blue
Victoria Wright

William Mercurio
Kevin Copeland

Frederick Pfeiffer III
Tristan Herbert

Evan Sachs
J Karl Sachs
Tina Sachs

Stephen Hunt
John Maslin

Paul Vandenberg
Jeremy Rutter
Steve Sturm

David Salisbury

Stacie Kurzhals
Stephen Spector
Richard Hromin
Stacy Pepitone
Danyel Delgado

5 Years
Roberto Leal
Jane Ackley

Spencer Bailey
Duane Bratlie

Okas Elam
Joseph Stroh

Matt Geidl
David Fuller
John Hewes

Richard von Lange
Matthew Stutt
Scott Michael
Jeffrey Liller
Calvin Ade

Henry Siddeley
Paul Drula
Nor Pirzkal
John Hotz
Elias Ayle

Thank 
you for 
making 

our region 
so 

awesome!
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No Straw, No Sticks, Only Bricks at the 2017 Runoffs

Dominic Mandile

 The announcement was made on October 14, 2015. The 2017 
SCCA Runoffs were to be held at the racing capitol of the world, 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The allure of taking to the hallowed 
ground as the main event ignited a euphoric response that shows 
little sign of dwindling. Racers will be treated to a 15-corner, 2.592 
mile circuit that had been the stomping ground for the United States 
Grand Prix, and recently, the IndyCar Grand Prix. SCCA soon found 
that this bucket list event would require a much larger pail as a re-
cord-breaking number of competitors would register in the following 

weeks and months. The 28 national championship classes are healthily subscribed across the board, 
with Touring 1 kick starting the brouhaha on Friday morning and H Production drawing the action to 
a close on Sunday afternoon. With so much in the works, here is an inside look into the stories and 
developments that promise to make the 54th annual Runoffs one for the ages…
 
What to Watch For- 
Championship Day 1: The annually highly anticipated SRF and SM showdowns will take place in 
succession on Friday morning. The second-generation Spec Racer Ford class is crowning its final 
national champion, but make no mistake that the 1.9 liter wonders will not be going quietly. “Hot Rod” 
Todd Harris has the speed of Oregon in his hands as he intends to defend his title, but a ‘spec’tacular 
challenge will come courtesy of  Mike Miserendino and Scott Rettich, who joined Harris on the podi-
um at Mid-Ohio, along with Denny Stripling, Matt Harper, and Hoosier Super Tour champion Richard 
Baldwin. MARRS regulars Bruce Kromminga and Steve Thomas are making their Runoffs debuts and 
we wish them spirited drives. Spec Miata will put Darwin’s ‘survival of the fittest’ principle on display 
as the Mazda pilots vie for a top 60 grid position during qualifying to exempt themselves from the 
Last Chance Race. Headlining this event will be the war for the Hoosier Super Tour championship 
between two-time champion Jim Drago, Chris Haldeman, who trails Drago by just four points, and 
Northeast standout Tyler Kicera, who sits ten points behind Haldeman. 5-time Solo champion and 
former MARRS SSM pilot Julian Garfield is taking his inaugural shot at the fall classic while balancing 
being a mechanical engineering student at the University of Kansas. This will be a memorable marvel, 
and we hope for all of the right reasons. Formula F will kick off the afternoon festivities in a tussle that 
promises to have no shortage of youth at the helm. Matthew Cowley (19), Zach Holden (17), and Yu-
ven Sundaramoorthy (14) are a few of the youngsters who will pit themselves against a veteran clan, 
which includes a 3-time gold medalist in Tim Kautz. Will it be the experienced masters to take honors 
or the fresh faces with pro racing experience already under their belts? A revitalized Touring 3 catego-
ry will feature a pair of Mid-Atlantic maestros with Rob Hines in his Nissan 350z and Marshall Mast in 
his Ford Mustang. We were given a preview of the race craft between these two in April at the Summit 
Point Majors, where each driver grabbed an overall victory. Both are serious players, but anything can 
unfold in this battle of the marques.
Championship Day 2: A second serving of wings will be 
on the menu Saturday morning for the combined Formula 
Continental and Formula Mazda show. In FC, former F2000 
champion Tim Minor wishes to add to his collection of Run-
offs bling after narrowly missing at Daytona two years ago. 
Meanwhile, Chas Shaffer returns to the motorsports spec-
tacle with optimism since years ending with 7 have brought 
him favorable fortune. In 97’, he won a MARRS champion-
ship. In 2007, he won the FC national championship. Will 
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Runoffs Preview

                                                  In Memory of Sue Roethel
A member of the Washington D.C. Region, Sue died Friday, August 11 after a brief illness. She was 91 
years old. Sue joined the SCCA® in 1961 and was a member of the 2005 SCCA Hall of Fame class. 
She is one of only two members who earned three of the top SCCA awards. Sue served as a regional 
leader, a divisional leader, an SCCA Runoffs Chief Steward, and finally as a National Office staff mem-
ber in the Member and Regional Relations Department. The Washington D.C. Region created the Sue 
Roethel Award which is presented from time to time to a member of the Region whose lifetime record of 
service to the Region reflects dedication to the Region, its members, and its programs; who is always 

cheerful and ready to work, regardless of the nature of the job; and who displays 
excellence in everything he or she undertakes for the Region.

the siete streak hold true for Mr. Shaffer in 2017? The growth and continued popularity of the third-gen-
eration SRF is evident in the 100+ drivers who are registered at the time of this writing. While we have 
seen who is capable of running up front in SRF3, narrowing down three podium finishers exactly is 
about as probable as winning the Powerball. The Hoosier Super Tour championship will be very much 
in play between John Black, Grayson Strathman, and Cliff White, all of whom will be present. If the 
Northeast Conference Majors rounds this season are any indication, Scott Rettich and Max King will 
present a momentous challenge to the stout squad at Indy. Our friends out of the New England Region 
and far-reaching west always find a way to factor into the SRF equation as well. STL, with its long list of 
impressive driver résumés, will boast many a Honda Civic, one of which has been impressively piloted 
this season by Darin Treakle. In each of his three Runoffs visits, the Angry Sheep Motorsports driver 
has scored a top 10 finish, missing out on a Daytona podium by a strand of wool. Darin is a quick learn-
er, and the STL grid could very well have a lesson in store come Saturday afternoon.
Championship Day 3: Formula Enterprises will be a meeting 
point for young lion and cagey veterans. The name Lazier 
is making a return to Indianapolis, not in the form of Bob 
or Buddy, but in 18-year-old Flinn Lazier. The third-genera-
tion racer has the chance to elevate his surname elevate his 
surname to the top 21 years after his father did at the Indy 
500. The titans of thunder will be in full force for the GT1 fea-
ture. David Pintaric acquired himself a 2nd place finish at the 
Trans-Am round at Indy early in the summer. Riding that wave of mojo will be a valuable asset for the 
Ohio native. Defending champ Cliff Ebben has jockeyed his Mustang to glory at nearly every course 
he has graced. He will again be challenged by Michael Lewis and his roaring Jaguar. Lewis headed 
easterly for the majority of his outings this season, and his increased familiarity with south and north-
eastern competitors will be a key in reclaiming his ‘best in show’ status. GT Lite faces off the tin tops 
and the roadsters, and if Nissan is “Built for the Human Race,” Bobby Lentz and his Sentra are built for 
the championship race. Lentz has notched a pair of silver medals, both at the expense of being on the 
unenviable side of two of the closest finishes in Runoffs history. A return to the fall classic for #60 means 
redemption, and what a venue to have that come to fruition. WDCR warriors will be rounding out the 
championship weekend as Kevin Fryer is eager to capitalize on his top 10 in Touring 4 from 2016, and 
Mark Liller makes his championship debut in STU at the controls of his Neon SRT-4 after a promising 

national season.
The X’s on the calendar are becoming fewer and fewer. Championship season is nearly upon us. If 
you are headed out to the Midwest for the festivities, we wish you safe travels and hope you enjoy this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Thank you to the personnel who are lending their time (though we are 
sure you do not mind) to ensure that this event runs smoothly. To all drivers, volunteers, crew members, 

spectators, and to those who will be tuning in around the globe, we bid you a happy Runoffs! 
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Labor Day Double Charity Weekend

Shirley Thompson

The Washington DC Region Sports Car Club of America Labor 
Day Charity Weekend raised over $16,200 – so far – for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society – Relay for Life at Summit Point Motorsports 
Park.  The start of the weekend had liquid sunshine but finally 
cleared and then turned beautiful. Some highlights of fund raising 
were lunchtime activities collected $1,890, the volunteer special-
ties collected $2,177 and the charity auction collected $10,190.

We were so fortunate with fantastic people that donated items for 
the auction and the white elephant with some outstanding items. 
I want to thank Chris White and Summit Point Motorsports Park/
BSR Inc. who not only donated an accident avoidance class, an 
open practice day and a private test day on the Summit Point 
circuit.  They also donated the BSR cars as control cars for the 
Ride-Arounds as well as the thrill rides. Thanks to those who do-
nated their exotic cars for the exotic car rides. Other donors in-
cluded Kevin Rychlik, Brian Redman, Graham Taylor, Bob Con-
ner, Bret dePedro, Shirley Thompson, Roger Troxell, Jim Swintal, 
WDCR-SCCA, OG Racing, Scott Henk, Alan Olson, Alice Father-
ee, Chris White, Lin Toland, baked goods made by cancer sur-
vivors, Dave Riley and any other donors I did not name here. I 
want to thank the Performance Motorsports Network team who 
volunteered to be the auctioneer for the Live Auction. I want to 
sincerely thank the volunteers from the American Cancer Soci-
ety Western Prince William County Virginia and Jefferson County 
West Virginia.  The charity monies will be split between these two 

groups.
We have four DC Region members who have all pledged an addi-
tional mount for every member who votes in our current election, 
these individuals have pledged $1 each.  We have had over 300 
members vote so far, so that’s at least another $1,200 for the 
charity! The voting ends on 10/8/17 at 11:59pm. Donations will be 

accepted until voting ends, so it is not too late to contribute.
For Credit Card donations contact Shari True at 703-507-3878. 

For check donations mail to:
     Shari True 

     American Cancer Society 
     124 Park Street SE 
     Vienna VA 22180.  

Make check payable to the American Cancer Society, include in 
the memo: Summit Point SCCA Labor Day Fundraising. 
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National Convention 
Preview

 

In 2018, the annual SCCA National 
Convention is headed back to Las Ve-
gas, Nevada, January 18-20 for more 
than 40 planned educational sessions 
at the South Point Hotel and Casino. 

A few seminar highlights include a 
Critical Incident Management discus-
sion led by Kathy Barnes; information 
about changes to the Junior Karting 
program; and Leadership presenta-
tions delivered by Chris Robbins, an 
SCCA autocrosser and former Senior 
Program Lead with Southwest Airlines 
University. A whole host of other Lead-

ership Summit seminars Friday and 
Saturday provide SCCA members with 
opportunities to further develop lead-
ership skills, acquire specific SCCA 

training and network with others from 
the Club.

Other convention elements planned 
for 2018 include the traditional Annual 
Meeting and Welcome Party Thursday 
evening. The SCCA Hall of Fame and 

Awards banquet on Saturday night 
then caps festivities.

PDX Report

The PDX pro-
gram is one of 
the fastest grow-
ing programs in 
the DC Region 
with almost ev-
ery event being 
sold out. In fact, 
the novices are 
flowing in so 

quickly we don’t always have enough instructors to fill all the 
spots. If you’re reading this and thinking, “oh boy, I could be 
an instructor”, please contact us to find out how you can help 

others get involved. 
Since the last Straightpipe issue, we have had three superb 
PDX events. The first two on the Shenandoah Circuit at Sum-
mit Point Motorsports Park and the last at the new Dominion 
Raceway. Our Club Trial drivers have been putting on a great 
show all year, but they’ve managed to bring the champion-

ship “down to the wire”, says Keith Vaughn. 
If you haven’t taken the time to “like” our Facebook page, @
WDCRPDX, then you probably haven’t seen the new promo 
video we released in August. The member services team put 
a lot of time into making this happen and we think it shows off 

our talent perfectly. 
Last, but certainly not least, we are heading back to the Jef-
ferson Circuit in October this season! We had such a great 
turn-out last year, we just couldn’t say no. We hope to see 
you there! Make sure you sign up early and bring your friends 
for the last event of the 2018 season. Thanks for all the great 

memories so far!
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The “Rat Racer”
Heather Damren

We first started coming to Summit Point in the early 2000’s as spectators with Kurt Genatowski and his 
family.  Kurt raced in the ITA class and we came up to camp.  Dad’s involvement sparked with being 
part of Kurt’s crew and helping out at the ITA sponsored lunch.  Matthew Yip mentioned that he needed 
help when the PDX’s started, and dad said he was there to help.  After retiring, he was ALWAYS at the 
track!  He did every SCCA event at Summit Point, and even traveled to other tracks like Nelson Ledges, 
NJMP, the Rolex and VIR.  He even worked some of the other events that took place at SP.  Eventually, 

he sucked me in to doing Summit Point events too. My first experience was 
a PDX on the Shenandoah.  I did a few weekends here and there with dad 
before getting a membership.  I worked in pit with dad.  Usually I was up in 
the “tower” by pit in, blowing the horn to say a car was coming in or calling 
out cars that were needed.  I obtained the nickname “horn girl” from Dad’s 
buddy Lauren, our “pit chief.”  I’ll never forget the time that dad was working 
pit out, and a car spun out through pit out and hit one of the tow trucks.  I 
had never in my life seen Dad run that fast!  I was so shaken that I couldn’t 
even get on the radio to ask him if he was ok.  Randy Bennett did and I was 
relieved when Dad answered.  The track was our bonding time and our re-
lationship flourished while I was there.  Dad seemed to know everyone, so 
I met a lot of people and made some new friends in the SCCA.  Sadly my 
days of being a Pit Marshall didn’t last long as I had my own racing passion 
which conflicted with the SCCA schedule.  I got into ATV dirt drag racing, 
but went to Summit Point when I could.

The History of the Rat Racer: Eventually Pit Marshalling and Flagging PDX’s weren’t enough for dad.  
Our neighbor had a 2000 Hyundai Accent sitting in her back yard.  He asked how much she wanted for 
it and she told him to fix her home AC.  So he did…  the car cost him a whopping 50¢!  All he needed 
for the AC was a fuse.  Dad said he was going to be in an ACCENT on the track, and mom said, “more 
like an ACCIDENT.”   Thus the Rat Racer was born and ultimately renamed a Hyundai Accident. He 
chose the number 65 because that is when he began driving the Rat Racer.  Dad and Andrew Johnston 
(ITA driver and owner of Adrenaline Automotive where dad “played” during the week) are responsible 
for creating the Rat Racer, along with a handful of others.  He was proud of his car.  He couldn’t wait 
for me to drive it.  I was quite reluctant.  I told him “I wouldn’t be caught in that thing.”  One day I got 
a wild hair and went out on the Shenandoah with him during a PDX.  WOW, what a ride!  I held on to 
the belt ends of the shoulder restraints on the harness he had installed.  Every turn we took I’d tighten 

them a little more, and by the end of the session, I couldn’t move at all!  But God I had fun! Finally, in 
September of 2014 I did my first PDX on the Main in the Rat Racer.  Dad suggested Chuck DeHaven 
be my instructor.  I was quite nervous.  Not only was it my first time driving on track, but it was a rainy 
day.  I had a ball and I think dad did too.  I’ve had so much fun doing PDX’s.  
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Th
e “Rat Racer”

Driving the car for the first time since Dad passed was hard.  I teared up, but gave her hell on track.  
That’s what he would have wanted. When I was solo’d for the first time, all I could think of was dad 
when I came home with 3rd place from a middle school track meet.  He was ecstatic that I placed better 
than my neighbor.  While driving home, he began pounding on the steering wheel of his car hooting and 

hollering.  I was worried he was going to break the darn thing!  I’m 
sure he would have done the same thing when I was officially solo’d. 

On December 24, 2015, our world was shaken hard.  Dad was di-
agnosed with stage 3B lung cancer.  There was an outpouring of 
concern and well wishes from his track family.  He said he was ready 
to fight.  Sadly, the cancer (and treatment) kicked his butt hard.  In 
March of 2016, I told Dad that he had to fight hard and stick around 
for a long time.  He was finally going to be a grandfather.  I’ll never 
forget the look on Dad’s face nor the tears in his eyes after deliver-
ing that news.  Dad didn’t make it up to the track often that year due 
to constant fatigue and weakness from the fluid buildup in his lungs 
and the chemo/opdivo treatments.  Everyone was always asking how 
he was through Facebook and his best friend Kurt always checking 
in on him.  In July of 2016, our family’s world flipped upside down 
when dad took a turn for the worst.  He coded while on his way to 
emergency dialysis.  We got to keep him, but it was all downhill from 
there.  I did my best to keep everyone informed while trying to re-
main optimistic. Kurt visited dad just about every day while he was 

in rehab.  Dad would always fuss at him for “wasting his (Kurt’s) time” for being there.  Mrs. Barbara 
from Chez Summit would send him cards from her and the girls.  He was tickled with them.  She even 
signed them “Aunt Bee,” the nickname that Dad gave her.  The absolute worst day of my life was August 
23, 2016.  I woke around 2am and found that dad had 
gone to be with the angels.  The love, memories and 
sympathy poured in to our family from everywhere.  We 
had no idea that dad had touched that many people’s 
lives. In the days following, many people from the SCCA 
contacted our family in one way or another to see how 
we were doing.  Aside from family, a majority of visitors 
for the viewing and funeral were our “Track Family.”  I 
received numerous requests on facebook from SCCA 
members to be friends. Labor Day weekend was a cel-
ebration of Dad.  Several pit/grid workers were wearing 
tutu’s honoring him as the bad number fairy and 2 classes had a missing man lap for him in which Kurt 
drove “The Rat Racer”.  It was beautiful, and our family was honored.  Anne Callahan had a book made 
with many of the  facebook posts tribute to dad.  I still cry reading them. 

Since then, we welcomed James “Ryker”, my son into the world.  He’s like a celebrity to many of the 
women (and some men) when we bring him to the track.  He doesn’t like the loud cars but enjoys wav-
ing to them as they go by on track.  We hope to make more frequent visits as he gets older, and I plan 
to start working again at the track when I can. Several people have asked about the future of the Rat 
Racer…  It belongs to Ryker.  Until he is old enough to drive it himself, I have been told to use it for the 
PDX’s.  At this time, we have no intent to let it go anytime in the near (or distant) future.
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OG Racing
“Official Motorsports 
Equipment Supplier 
to the Washington 
DC Region, SCCA”
Staffed by racers, 

for racers, OG Rac-
ing carries just what 
you need to get to 

the track
www.ogracing.com/

Since 1976, Radial 
Tire Company has 
been providing the 
Washington D.C. 

area with quality tires 
and the finest ser-

vice. 
“The Official Classifieds of  WDCR 

SCCA” RacingJunk.com, the world’s #1 
motorsports classified ad site where our 
members can buy and sell cars, trailers 

and other racing 
related equipment 

for free on their 
website.

Thanks 
to our 

Sponsors and 
Partners!

RX Report
Josh Hickey

WDCR RallyCross kicks off the second half of the season with 
three more events coming up at the great Rally Farm facility in 
Catlett, Virginia (September, October, and November). As usual, 
there are extremely tight points races in several classes down the 
stretch, including the ultra-competitive modified rear-wheel drive 
class, with double-digit entries at every event and seven BMWs 
still battling for class supremacy, all with a shot at taking home 
the season title. All three all-wheel drive classes also continue to 
be tight battles for the top-three spots, and a tight  two-way battle 
continues in Modified Front. With the autocross and track sea-

sons getting close to ending, now is the time to come out and give rallycross a try, as we run into the 
early winter. The Rally Farm fields are fairly smooth and your street-driven car can come out and com-
pete in stock classes, or put some taller springs and snow tires on your track/rallycross car and give it 
a try just for fun (Andy Thomas does!). Once you come out and rallycross, you may want to spend less 
time on the tarmac and more time throwing dirt rooster-tails! Pretty much anything can run in rallycross, 
other than taller pickups and SUVs....we always have a number of competitive Miatas, BMWs, and of 
course Subarus out there but also a big variety of other cars ranging from old Volvos, Mustangs, BRZs, 
Hondas, Celicas, MR2s, Crown Vics, or whatever else you feel like bringing out - we’ve even had some 

higher-end new cars like Audi S4s and such out there! Come join in the fun!

2017 DirtFish SCCA RallyCross 
National Championship

The 2017 DirtFish 
SCCA RallyCross Na-
tional Championship 
will be the 11th anni-
versary of the event. 
It will take place in a 
field lot across from Heartland Park Topeka race facilities. The 
best around the country will compete for the sought after RX 
Championship on October 20-October 22.
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The Rally Farm
Robin Landes

The rallycross / rally bug bit us in 2007. We prepped a car, a 
2002 WRX affectionately called the bugeye, enrolled in an 
SCCA “rallycross school” and entered a race for the follow-
ing day. The events took place at Summit Point. We learned 
a lot from the excellent instructors and the car held up the 

next day. We knew would be back!
After several years, we replaced the bugeye with a fully 
caged car log-booked for stage rally and began to partici-
pate in those events as well. The competitive spirit that was 
accompanied by helpful participants and being outdoors 
was a real appeal. When Summit Point curtailed rallycross 
events and then the rally sprint events, we were saddened.
For several years we had chatted about finding land some-
where outside of the sprawl of NOVA where we lived. The 
plan was to purchase the land and eventually build a house 
and proper garage space. We spent a lot of time looking 
at online real estate sites and visited several properties. 
None were exactly what we were looking for. Eventually, 
we started considering land in Fauquier County. We visited 
a 90-acre lot in Catlett. It was appealing but there were a 
few drawbacks including the need to clear much of the land 
as it was heavily wooded. As we were leaving the proper-
ty, our realtor suggested we stop in on a farm just across 
the street. We had seen it online and knew it was not with-
in reach. He convinced us to just drive through… and it 

changed our goals and our lives forever.
The farm was exactly what we had been seeking. It had 
a nice house, barn and a large shop for the cars. It had 
many open fields as well as some wooded areas. The only 
problem was that is was outside of the budget we had set. 
After much consideration and the support of our families, 
we made an offer… and a few months after moved into the 

farm!
A few of our rallycross buddies were enthusiastic about our 
plans and made the trek out to the farm. Two practice lay-
outs were set up and everyone had a great time. Before 
too long, an SCCA event was scheduled. Afterwards, the 
feedback was positive and we have expanded to include 
instruction, a longer course with test and tunes and rally 
sprints.  Managing the property has been a learning expe-
rience from pumping murky pond water to beat down the 
dust to acquiring a herd of 31 alpaca to maintain our farm 
status. We look forward to every event and hope partici-

pants enjoy the Rally Farm as much as we do!
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Solo Report
Brian Garfield / Evanthe Salisbery

WDCR Solo Crowns 3 National Champions and 2 Pro Solo Champions in 2017!
While September tends to be a quieter month for WDCR Solo, one of the reasons for that is the biggest 
Solo event of the year, the SCCA Solo Nationals in Lincoln, Nebraska, which is held at the beginning 
of September.  For the last few years, the event has been breaking its own record in participation num-
bers and continues to be the largest number of competitors at a motorsports event in the world at 1,319 
competitors for 2017.
This year was particularly special as the region came home with many trophies and several National 
Champions!   John Vitamvas won his first championship this year in a very competitive D Street Pre-
pared class, where John has been a “bridesmaid” several times in the past with his BMW 330ci.   Danny 
Gross is one of our WDCR Solo committee members and got his first National Championship as well, 
winning Street Touring F class.   Sam Strano added to his multiple National Championships with an-
other one in Super Street R.

Along with those champions, we had many very competitive drivers coming home with a coveted trophy 
in large classes.  Here’s a run down:
A Street - 3rd Place - Matt Jones
A Street - 10th Place - Nathan Atkins
A Street - 14th Place - Cody Hunt
A Street - 15th Place - Rusty English
B Street - 9th Place - Danny Kao
C Street - 3rd Place - Julian Garfield
C Street - 4th Place - Brian Garfield
C Street - 10th Place - Mark Shrivistava
F Street - 2nd Place - Courtney Cormier
H Street - 8th Place - Andy Thomas
Street Touring R - 3rd Place - Brian Karwan
Street Touring R - 11th Place - Shane Chinonn-Rhoden
Street Touring R - 14th Place - Justin Neal
Junior A - 2nd Place - Tyler Cormier
Super Street R - 4th Place - Josh Luster

Congratulations to all the WDCR Solo competitors who made the trek to Lincoln.   One more event to 
finish off the Regional season on October 1st and then it’s good luck with your off-season preparations 
for the 2018 season.  Local class championships are still on the line!  See you on the parking lot!
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THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
Jack Burrows, Area 2 Director

 I’ve often been asked lately what it’s like being on SCCA’s 
Board of Directors.  My answer has typically been “I don’t know 
yet” because my first three months at the table were almost entire-
ly taken up with the search for a new SCCA president and CEO.  
It was the culmination of a long and arduous process, the ground-
work for which was laid - and laid very well - nearly a year ago by 
the previous year’s Board.  We had resumes from nearly 100 ap-
plicants.  Many of them were quickly eliminated as we winnowed 
and narrowed the field until we were down to a handful whom we 
personally interview in two successive weekends in Dallas.  Our 
final choice was Michael Cobb from Texas. One of my main con-

cerns in the selection process was that our selection should be someone who was not only qualified to 
be a CEO but who also had a keen appreciation of what I refer to as “the SCCA culture.”  Mike Cobb 
is such a person.  He comes to us from Gold’s Gym, where he was a successful vice president dealing 
with marketing, branding and franchises.  My initial reaction to his resume was resume was “What does 
Gold’s Gym have to do with us?”  Then I realized that SCCA regions are essentially franchises and, like 
those of Gold’s Gym, they vary widely in size but are all equally important to the parent company.  It also 
became clear that Mike is an SCCA car guy who appreciates the club’s culture.  An avid second-gener-
ation autocrosser, Mike has also attended the Runoffs as a paying spectator.  Our recent board meeting 
in Kansas City was his first meeting with us.  It became clear that, while he was still getting his feet 
on SCCA’s managerial ground, he already had a keen appreciation of the issues and is working with 
an open mind on ways to address them.  I believe the board made an excellent choice. Mike has also 
accepted an invitation to attend the upcoming Northeast Division Mini-Convention which will be hosted 
by the DC Region in November in conjunction with the Region’s annual awards event.  This will an ex-
cellent opportunity for people to meet him.  I believe that anyone who meets him and gets a chance to 
talk with him will agree that Mike was an excellent choice for the job.  

“The Club Racing Rock Band”

One of the SCCA Board’s recent actions was to disband its planning committee for club racing and 
instead to direct the SCCA staff to form a working group to assess SCCA’s club racing programs.  This 
group, unofficially known as “the club racing rock band” is facilitated by Eric Prill and Deanna Flannigan 
of the national staff but is primarily made up of Regional Executives and race chairs from around the 
country with me as the Board’s liaison.  We’ve had monthly conferences to exchange views on the 
widely differing issues facing the club racing program in different parts of the country and to discuss 
what’s worked, what hasn’t, and brainstorm possible ways of improving our programs and participation.  
The goal is to make recommendations by year’s end.  We have intention of turning our programs in-
side-out, but we’re all open to constructive suggestions.  

 We Need Your Vote!
All members from all programs region wide, this is your time to make a choice!

An email was sent out to all Washington DC Region SCCA members about 
the vote for our Board of Directors and the proposed new Bylaws.  If you are a 
member but did not receive the email - please contact the Club Office for the 

information - we want/need ALL our members to VOTE!
email to: cluboffice@wdcr-scca.org or call (301) 572-7444 today!
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If  you had to choose another hobby (or maybe you already have a second) over 
racing what would it be? (Real answers were not easy to come by!) 

Asked & Answered
You asked, they’ve answered!
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 A Note from the Editor - Taylor Hyatt
I chose to share this picture with you because I think it shows who I am outside 
of publishing this newsletter. At the end of any given SCCA Club Racing weekend 
you can find me hanging out at the podium, looking through pictures, and really 
just storing all the memories from the weekend in my brain. Most of the time this 
also means I’m sunburnt, hot or freezing cold, exhausted, and dirty. I may even 
be ready to go home, but I’m never ready to leave my friends. This hobby of mine 
is really more of a lifestyle. It may be tough and frustrating at times, but it’s worth 
it when I get to see people at their happiest. The WDC Region has provided me 

with so many life-long friends and I get to celebrate with them each and every weekend. 
I’m telling you this because I’m going to ask you to get involved. That doesn’t mean you have to 
spend hours on the phone or answer emails every week. You could write articles for me (PLEASE), 
take photos, hang out on station with the most awesome flaggers, or even volunteer with the EV crew 
(the people in orange) and get lots of laughs. In order for the club to be what it is, we need the help of 
our members. Remember I’m always here to listen, so let’s chat! Thanks for all you do!
Thank you to all that have contributed. I look forward to seeing what is still to come!
Contact me at: Straightpipe@wdcr-scca.org

“Well, there’s “watching racing” - Dave Hsu

“Scuba Diving” - Kim Dixon

“Travel” - Elizabeth Miller

“Reading, dirt biking, home/garage repair, and gar-
dening” - David Mapes

“Hiking or just creating something cool in the 
shop” - Jake Riddle

“This is more like a habit than a hobby. So we could 
be doing a lot worse things.” - Willie Mullins

“Model railroading” - John Gerben
“Travel and horseback riding” - Betty Harrison

“Primary hobby is competitive shooting” - Frank 
Foley

“I ski all winter”  Scott Krzastek

“Something involving cars” - Wayne Armbrust

“Restoration of cool cars” - Bob Ball

“Ski racing (weirdly similar to racing a low horse-
power car)” - George Kline

“Flying” - Jeff Lucas

“Does building racecars count” - Jim Toland

“R/C planes, cars, etc” - Owen Schefer
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Season Photos 

Photos courtesy of: Mike Kelley,,Bill Stoler, Ken Hills Photography,eTech Photoes, Sissy, FB, and Google
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Solo: @FedEx Field
4/1-4/2: Kart/Novice School

4/23: Season Opening Practice
4/30: Championship Event #1
5/6: Level 1&2 School / T&T

5/21: Championship Event #2
6/4: Level 1&2 School / T&T

6/25: Championship Event #4
7/8: Level 1&2 School / T&T

7/16: Championship Event #5
8/20: Championship Event #6
10/1: Championship Event #7

PDX:
3/11-12: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Main
4/1: Instructors Clinic

@SPR Shen.
4/2: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Shen.
7/15-16: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Shen.
8/26-27: PDX & Club Trials

@SPR Shen.
9/16-17: PDX & CT @ Dominion

10/21-22: PDX & Club Trials
@SPR Jeff.

Club Racing:
3/18-19: Drivers’ School

4/8-9: MARRS 1 / NEDiv Champion-
ship

4/29-30: Majors
5/6-7: MARRS 2&3 @VIR
6/3-4: MARRS 4 @NJMP

6/17-18: MARRS 5
7/8-9: MARRS 6

7/29-30: MARRS 7
8/12-13: MARRS 8 @PittRace

9/2-4: MARRS 9 & 10 - Labor Day 
Double

10/14-15: MARRS 11 @VIR

RX: @Catlett, VA
3/18: Test & Tune

3/19: Event #1
5/21: Event #3
6/10: Event #2 
6/11: Event #4

7/7-9: East Coast National Champion-
ship

9/16: Test & Tune
9/17: Event #5

10/15: Event #6
11/12: Event 

Washington DC Region SCCA - 2017 Calendar
2017 C

alendar

RR:
4/8: School - Parksville, MD

5/7: Get the Dust Off - Hydes, MD


