
1 
 

 

As you may have noticed last month, 
StraightPipe is back! We are extending a 
note of appreciation and huge “Thank You” 
to Alan Claffie. Alan comes to us with 
considerable experience in the newsletter 
publishing area. Even with that background 
knowing what he was going to step into, he 
still agreed to step in and take on the job of 
keeping us informed and entertained. Alan 
has also agreed to publish and distribute a 
shortened version of the StraightPipe we 
were kiddingly referring to as “The 
ShortPipe.” The intent is to fill the information 
gap between quarterly issues of the 
mainstay publication for the Region. 

As mentioned in the last issue, we are a club committed to putting our car passion 
into motion. That sounds simple but, in reality it can be a complex and work 
intensive process. There is an old adage; “many hands make light work” – in other 
words, a task is soon accomplished if several people help. In our case, there are 
two very important parts to the concept. Everything we do is accomplished by 
volunteers. Our people, the volunteers and officials for the events give freely of 
their time, knowledge, expertise, and effort. If you think about it, this is how they 
choose to spend their available time off. It is a decision of passion driven by love 
of the sport and people involved. 

None of our people walk in and simply step into a job. We all start as a blank slate 
with some level of interest and passion for motorsports. Eventually through our 
own commitment, on the job training, and eventual experience, we become the 
people that are an integral part of the big picture. Many of us step into a new and 
uncomfortable role as a new volunteer. Not knowing what to do or how to get 
involved we are at the mercy and compassion of those already in critical roles. 
Introduction and training of new people is a talent many of our people have a 
unique ability to manage. You see, they are volunteers too and as such they had 
to start somewhere. Most of our training is OJT, on the job training.  
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Our volunteers put their full efforts in because they love what they do and are good 
at it. Their efforts combined with many dozens of others accomplish some amazing 
things. Many times, the only thanks we get is the satisfaction of success.  

Those who enter and participate in our motion-based events carry the financial 
load. They are willing to use their time to participate and pay the entry fees to play 
a part in world class events that are well organized and managed. Events are held 
in venues that were negotiated by volunteers, prepared by volunteers, operated by 
volunteers, and results provided by (you guessed it) volunteers. The events exist 
simply because of the passion of all the volunteer manpower it takes to 
accomplish. The bills are paid from the entry fees and we all go back home 
knowing we have another success in the books. 

Often we hear comments on the high cost of dues to be a member of the SCCA. 
One look at what is accomplished by our volunteers (who also pay dues) in terms 
of the sheer number of events available across the country, national championship 
programs, and opportunities to be part of the picture are all part of what the SCCA 
has to offer. Volunteers can receive credit toward reducing annual dues with each 
event they volunteer to work. Each referral of a new member also goes toward 
reducing membership renewal cost. Some Regions also offer assistance with 
offsetting membership renewals for volunteers. 

Part of the funding from Road Racing event entrants goes to offset the membership 
dues and subscription. It is our effort to reduce the financial load of volunteer 
membership. There is a Volunteer Incentive Program (VIP) available to event 
volunteer workers. By recording days worked on the national web site, each 
volunteer day is awarded credit toward the membership national portion of the 
dues.  

But wait, there is more! The Washington DC Region is offering assistance to help 
offset the Region portion of the cost with credit toward the Region’s portion. With 
enough days worked, the remaining portion of dues will be about the same as a Magazine subscription. The 
process involves paying your subscription to the National Office in full. When the national office sends the receipt 
with credit for days worked, simply send the receipt into the club office for reimbursement up to the amount for 
the Region portion of the dues. These Regional credit benefits are available only to our Region’s volunteers. 

It is easy to be a part of the whole picture, simply ask 
any volunteer; “How can I help?” Or seek out the 
area of your interest and ask one of the specialists to 
help get you involved.  

It is always nice to be thanked but, it is not easy to 
thank everyone involved every time. It could involve 
reaching out to well over a hundred individuals at 
each event. Although being thanked is nice, we know 
there is appreciation for what we do when we see the 
participants coming back each time. 

Come play with us, we have the best seats in the 

house. Motorsports up close and personal. Feel the 

dirt, grit, sound, and speed. We put your passion in 

motion. 

 

Straightpipe 
Needs You 

Straightpipe is the 

newsletter of Washington 

DC Region: your region. 

It’s an ideal resource for 

members to brag about 

successes, lament about 

setbacks, relate stories 

from the road, and 

anything else. We’re 

always on the lookout for 

stories and story ideas. If 

you wish to contribute, 

reach out to us: 

straightpipe@wdcr-scca.org 

Include photos if you can 

so they can be included. 

We can even take your 

story over the phone and 

write it for you. We’ll 

handle all the editing as 

well. 
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Summit Point Motorsports Park has been sold. Xator Corporation has made the leap into motorsports facilities 

and the world of racing. We are moving forward and working with them on continuing our racing programs and 

looking further into the future for good things to come. 

The following information was taken from their news release and edited to fit here. 

On Tuesday, July 31st, 2018, Xator, a Reston, VA 

headquartered company that specializes in 

supporting U.S. Government clients in fulfilling their 

National Security mission, purchased Summit Point 

Raceway Inc. Xator is new to racing but is fully 

committed to ensuring motorsports enthusiasts and 

fans have the same quality experience at Summit Point that they have come to expect for nearly 50 years. The 

CEO of Xator, Mr. David Scott (no relation to Bill or Barbara Scott) wants motorsports and government 

contracting to flourish at Summit Point and to continue to grow in the years ahead. “We see Motorsports as an 

integral part of the Summit Point business model and welcome it into the Xator family. There will be no change 

in operations or quality of experience and we will continue to assess ways to improve motorsports in the future,” 

said Mr. Scott. 

Xator is a privately-held company established in 2005, Xator is a trusted provider of mission-focused C4ISR 

solutions addressing National Security & Intelligence, Tactical Intelligence, Critical Infrastructure Protection, and 

Training for U.S. Government clients at home and abroad. Their work positively impacts the safety and security 

of personnel, facilities, and vital information throughout the world. 

Xator is described as an innovative and mission-focused solutions company. They promise to bring that same 

dedication and commitment to motorsports and to ensure the passion and the quality of racing never depreciates 

at Summit Point Raceway. 

Racing at Summit Point will remain under the direction 

of Motorsports Director, Chris White with all 

motorsports and government contracting under the 

leadership of Xator Senior Vice President, Doug 

Allison. As many of you know, Doug Allison was 

President of Summit Point Raceway prior to the sale, 

supporting Barbara Scott and the Scott Family. Doug’s 

commitment to motorsports remains rock solid and he 

hopes to meet with the various clubs’ leadership teams 

to discuss initiatives and the future later in September, 

schedules permitting. Summit Point will be reaching out 

to set up appointments with the clubs soon. 

Summit Point Raceway Assoc. Inc. dba BSR will now 

be known as Summit Point Raceway/BSR, an Xator 

Corporation line of business. Summit Point Raceway 

will remain a motorsports destination for both 

participant and fan.  

Washington DC Region Road Racing Program as well 

as the Track Events PDX and Time Trials will continue as planned through the 2018 Season. From ongoing 

discussions there will be plenty of opportunity for motor-sports events well into the future. 
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On Tuesday, August 14 the Board of Directors met in Falls Church. Themes discussed covered the upcoming 

Awards program scheduled for Saturday, January 5th.  

Location: 
Waterford at Fair Oaks (Receptions - Meetings) 
12025 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway 
Fairfax, VA 22033 
website:  www.waterfordreceptions.com 
 
Times: 
11am - 12noon - Awards Presentations 
Road Racing - Serafin Ballroom 
Solo - Club Room 
12noon - 2pm - Buffet Luncheon and Region Awards 
Cash Bar  
 

Other Board Actions 

Subjects covered throughout the evening included: 

• Election Committee Reports 

• Review of Chapter creation  

• Bylaws conformity 

• National Convention – January 2018 

• Appointment of a three-member Directors Personnel Action Review Committee 

 

Minutes of the meeting will be posted and available following review and approval by the Board. 
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Our 2018-2020 Board of Directors election is now open, and will be concluded at the Annual Meeting.  On-line 

voting at MotorsportReg.com (MSR) is available now and ends Sunday October 7th at 11:59 pm.  There are 

three positions for election to the Board this year and you may vote for up to three candidates.  Candidates are 

listed on the ballot in member number order, per our bylaws. 

Please note that you must be a Washington DC Region member who is at least 15 years of age to vote in this 

election. Please check with your friends and forward to anyone who is a DC Region member but may not have 

received this. We want all of our members to vote! 

The candidates are below: 

 

Dave Fitzgerald (Incumbent) 

Since my introduction to the SCCA in 1995, I’ve experienced every 

program our Region offers – yes, even Road Rally…well half a 

Road Rally but since 2006, my passion has been Road Racing. 

As a serving Director, I’ve spent the last two years on the Board as 

the Member Services Liaison. This position has reiterated what I’ve 

known for some time – 10% of our members do 100% of the work. 

There is an unwavering core of dedicated volunteers that constantly 

step-up to help in whatever capacity they can and that usually leads 

to burning-out their desire to help. I’ve been proactive in bringing in 

members with fresh ideas and enthusiasm to lead committees like 

the Long-Term Planning Committee and more focused groups such 

as the MARRS Outreach Coordinators. 

Our club is changing; membership is aging, and the ever-essential 

volunteers are becoming harder to induce and the Region must 

work harder than ever to retain members and attract new ones. Put 

simply, there are more choices on the motorsports landscape and we as a club must tell every gearhead within 

our region (and beyond) why we’re the best amateur motorsports organization in this part of the country and how 

easy it is to get involved. 

This year the Board took several steps to revitalize our brand that I wholeheartedly supported. We overhauled 

the Region’s website and turned it into a destination for all things motorsport-related with a more visually 

appealing and contemporary web presence for members and potential members alike. 

We embarked on a new marketing initiative with a radio advertising campaign to get the WDCR’s name out into 

the general population in search of motorsport enthusiasts who might not be aware of the community and events 

we offer. With the appointment of a social media team, we now have a strategy in place and a coordinated 

commitment to our social media efforts throughout the year. 

I would really appreciate your support and your vote, so I can continue working with the positive momentum and 

direction of our club for the next 3 years. 
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Larry Casey 

SCCA MEMBER: since 2007 

SCCA INVOLVEMENT 

• Joined SCCA Committee (2013-present) & Solo Safety 

Chief (2015-present) - DC Region 

• Autocrosser’s Inc. Committee 

• Solo Safety Steward for 5 years 

• Solo Safety Steward Instructor for 2 years 

• Course Designer SCCA, Autocrosser’s Inc, and many other 

local clubs (9+ yrs) 

• Competing in National events for the last 6 years 

• Competing at Nationals (5yrs) and Pro Finale (3yrs) with 

trophies in BSP, SSR and AS 

PERSONAL: I have been working as an IT Director for a startup in 

the Columbia Maryland area for the last 15 years. My passion for 

racing extends to providing welding, fabrication and car setup to local racers through my company Casey Design. 

 

Kate Claffie 

SCCA Member: since 2009 

WDCR Involvement (including Autocrossers, Inc., DC Region 

Chapter Club): 

• Started autocrossing with WDCR and Autocrossers Inc. in 

mid-2009 

• Joined the Autocrossers Inc Committee in late 2011, and 

have served as the President and the Vice President 

• Joined the WDCR Solo Committee in 2013, and have been 

the Chief of Waivers (aka “Kate at the Gate”) since then. 

• Promoted to Assistant Solo Chair in 2018 to further enable 

the region program and its events run smoothly 

Personal: Prior to autocrossing, I spent my weekends doing race 

photography for a lower-level NASCAR Division. I am “owned” by 

three rescue pugs, and have been involved in pug rescue with volunteer work and fundraising. My day job 

includes handling privacy and security concerns for my office. 
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Paul Moeller 

SCCA and WDCR member since 2012 

Assistant flag chief (2016-2018) 

Highlight: So this is what happens when you go and chat up a 

flagger at the Baltimore Grand Prix (2012). I came out to the last 

club meet of that year and the hook was set. I have enjoyed my 

involvement with the racing and people of WDCR and want to work 

to see that enjoyment continue for us all. 

Licenses: National F&C license 

Personal: A lifelong Baltimorean, I am retired after a 32-year career 

in the Baltimore Fire Department. I am the father of two and the 

grandfather of three of the best-looking kids around. My wife 

Bridget volunteers in Timing & Scoring. 

 

 

Kahlil Natirboff 

Why vote for me? 

Today, we have great portfolio of activities that can provide a thrill 

to anyone who is willing to spend. Run a google search and you’ll 

find a lot of organizations have similar offerings. We are different 

because we are a club comprised of people who value 

relationships, volunteering, and sport. While individual programs 

are healthy, there are major headwinds in volunteering and slow 

growth. We can, as a club, do a better job together. 

2019, our 75th anniversary as a region, is the year to celebrate what 

makes us different. If elected, my plan is to put priority on member 

engagement and volunteering by pushing a “One Region” initiative. 

Working with the WDCR Long Term Planning Committee, our group 

of volunteers have studied participation across the WDCR, 

coordinated successful MARRS car club meet-ups, and completed 

a member call-back initiative. The committee work has given me 

opportunities to engage members across all programs and 

participate in the operations of the club. 

 WDCR INVOLVEMENT 

• PDX Instructor & Time trials participant 

• Long Term Planning Committee (LTPC) Member 

• SSM Road Racer 

• Rally Cross driver 

• Kart League 

• WDCR iRacer 
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About me: I work in the engineering and manufacturing software industry. I have helped several large 

companies and government organizations determine better ways to create and maintain their products. Though 

my wife and I now live in Washington DC, I grew up near Summit Point WV and was drawn to the excitement of 

sports cars. In my teens, I flagged at Summit Point Raceway. Now, I’m participating in club racing in the SSM 

class and enjoying every moment. I couldn’t be more excited to volunteer for the WDCR for our 75 th Anniversary 

in 2019. 

 

WDCR extends a serious thank you to each of these well qualified and skilled individuals. Overall, they represent 

a reasonable balance of participation in our various programs with Solo, Road Racing and PDX. Each has made 

significant contributions in volunteer efforts among their activities. 

There will be an opportunity to meet and hear these candidates at the Summit Point Labor Day Double Sunday 

evening social.  

Steel Cities Region, PHA (Pennsylvania Hill-climb Association), and National Road Autosport (of Cumberland) 
were set to host the 2018 Polish Mountain Hill Climb for the 4th and 5th of August.  

The Hill Climb is held on a part of old Route 40 east of Cumberland, Maryland which is within WDC Region. The 
Region was asked to allow the event in the pre-season rush to line up the year’s activities. 

The event is a major fund-raising effort for the Flintston, Maryland Fire Department. On Friday evening there is 
usually a barbeque and car show at the Fire Hall. Saturday night, hang out in the paddock for a fabulous pick-
nick. 

Unfortunately, the August date was canceled due to heavy rain and flooding. With a herculean effort, it has been 
rescheduled for 13-14 October. Just outside Flintstone, Maryland old Route 40 runs parallel to I-68 a couple of 
miles to the east of town, where it begins to rise up the side of Polish Mountain.  

If you have not been to a hill climb, it is worth the time to see what happens there. It is a mix of drag racing, road 
racing, and time trials all rolled into one run up a twisting mountain road. If you have ever dreamed of driving fast 
through the mountain switchbacks, here is the chance.  

 

 

This week, five names of Region members lost were added to the Memorial Monument at Summit Point. Through 

a thorough review and final approval by the Board of Directors, they have been added to the monument.  

There is a thorough process for each nominated member's name to be placed with the others. A role in the 

Washington DC Region regardless of Program involvement in; accomplishments over and above regular 

membership participation including supporting, advancing, achievement, special recognition and or leadership 

qualifies these individuals to be placed with the others on the stone. A minimum of fifteen-year membership and 

recognition for accomplishments is needed to become a candidate to be included on the monument.  

There are more members currently in review and to be submitted to the Board for consideration. 
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As we put virtual pens to virtual paper here at 

stately Claffie Manor, it’s late August. That 

means just one thing among the autocross 

faithful: it’s about time to pack far too many 

clothes, tools, spares, and Gatorade into the 

truck and start our annual pilgrimage to the 

SCCA Tire Rack Solo National Championships. 

WDCR has historically sent a large contingent 

to Lincoln, Nebraska every year, and this is no 

exception. Just eyeballing the entry list, it looks 

like as many as fifty drivers – and possibly more 

– are heading halfway across the country to run 

for a national championship. Some of these will 

be doing double-duty, also running this 

weekend’s Pro Solo Finale. 

Questions abound as we prepare for the 

pilgrimage: will John Vitamvas and Sam Strano repeat their jacket-winning performances from 2017? How will 

the intramural battle of Camaro drivers in D Street shake out? Could Brian Karwan threaten to win STX in a car 

with just half a season of development in it? 

The list of first-timers going to Nationals is impressive. The Parsons are making their debut with Tic Tac, their D 

Prepared Miata. Also in DP is Greg Jennings, joining former national champion Mike Moran in a Toyota MR2. 

Chris Chhorn has put a ton of runs in with his E Street Miata looking for the right combination. James Arthur, in 

his first year autocrossing, is jumping into the deep end of the pool with an unlikely weapon, a Ford Fusion in G 

Street. Ellie Blackwell is making her Nationals debut in Trevor’s STS CRX. 

It will be great to see the Salisburys return to Nationals after too many years away. 

Closer to home, we need to make another reminder that Championship Event No. 7 has been rescheduled. It 

will be held on October 28 at FedEx Field. 

Last weekend, WDCR tried a new venue, a 

square asphalt pad on the grounds of Summit 

Point Motorsports Park. A limited-entry test & 

tune was held, with an assist from chapter club 

Autocrossers Inc. which provided the equipment 

and cones necessary to put on the event. First 

impressions of the pad were encouraging. Grip 

was good, and a lack of obstructions was a nice 

change from what we usually have to work with 

at FedEx Field. Summit Point management is 

reportedly motivated to make improvements to 

the site to make it more suitable for WDCR’s 

use. 

It's about time to wrap this up and get on with the 

typical last-minute scramble to bring more stuff 

than we could possibly need over a week and a 

half in Nebraska, so let’s call it a night. We will see many of you on an airport runway somewhere in the Midwest, 

and we will see more of you at FedEx Field on October 28. 


