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Summit Point Motorsports Park is in the 

process of a sale that will likely close by the 

end of July. Current assurances that 

schedules will continue through the end of 

2018 leave the rest of the season 

unchanged. We have been told that the new 

owners are interested in continuing a 

relationship but, as of this date, we do not 

know anything about the purchaser. 

Steel Cities Region has sanctioned an event 

in cooperation with PHA (Pennsylvania 

Hillclimb Association) and National Road 

Autosport (of Cumberland) for the 2018 Polish Mountain Hill Climb for the 4th and 

5th of August. The event is located on old Route 40 just East of Cumberland, MD 

within Washington DC Region territory. The WDCR Board of Directors was 

contacted and did acknowledge and grant permission for the event. 

In the background we are occasionally hearing the phrase "We need to change." 

It is often pointed out that there are very few young people within the ranks, 

especially in the Road Racing Program. Quite often the call for change is followed 

up with suggestions along the lines of: 

a) We should be more be more like (fill in the blank) organization. 
b) We are losing people because we are not like (fill in the blank). 
c) We are losing people because our leadership is too old. 
d) We are losing people because we are to set in our ways. 
e) Or some combination or variation of the above 
 
It makes me wonder: if we were to change, what would we want to look like? A 

close examination of the organization will reveal what we are as much as who we 

are. We are a world class organization that rises up as an influence on the world 

of motorsports in its many forms. First and foremost, we are a club, an 

organization made up of volunteer club members with a passion for motorsports. 

We are a large club with thousands of members across the nation, and 

approximately 2,500 in the Washington DC Region alone.  
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One thing we are good at is putting our passion in motion. We do things the way 

we do because, over the last 75 years, events and methods have been refined, 

improved, adjusted, and changed to fit our needs and wants. We are constantly 

changing and adopting. 

Over the years our Region has tried new things and changing the old. Our Road 

Racing program introduced a number of experimental programs and altered rule 

sets, all in attempts to improve the program or raise interest in racing. Some 

worked - most didn't. When something doesn't work, it still costs time, effort, and 

money. Failure is not cheap - success is not free. Even in failure, these attempts 

are successful in revealing what does not work. 

Keeping in mind that while we are a club, we have to run it as a business to do 

what we do. We are not a business pretending to be a club. 

Our most recent experiment is 

a change to the Road Racing 

Program. A concept tried two 

years ago was refined and 

reintroduced as the {SBRR} 

Program (Bracket Road 

Racing). It appears to be on 

the way to success and is in 

the process of catching 

national attention. 

More often than not I hear that the SCCA is getting old and grey. Well, that is what 

happens when you decide to stay with something you have a passion for. We have 

entire families that have grown up within the programs we offer. Some of those 

kids have grown older along with the rest of us. It would be nice to see younger 

energetic people stepping into our programs and leadership roles but, as it is, you 

are stuck with me for a while. I may be growing older and grey but, I am a member too. 

Ideas? If you have surefire ideas, please share them with us. Chat with your Program Director, one of the Board 

members, or let me know how we can make things better, improved, or more fun. We are the world’s premier 

motorsports co-op. Let’s do this together! 

As a club, our goal is to put your passion in motion. 

 

Straightpipe 
Needs You 

Straightpipe is the 

newsletter of Washington 

DC Region: your region. 

It’s an ideal resource for 

members to brag about 

successes, lament about 

setbacks, relate stories 

from the road, and 

anything else. We’re 

always on the lookout for 

stories and story ideas. If 

you wish to contribute, 

reach out to us: 

straightpipe@wdcr-scca.org 

Include photos if you can 

so they can be included. 

We can even take your 

story over the phone and 

write it for you. We’ll 

handle all the editing as 

well. 

On Sunday, July 29, Washington DC Region SCCA is 
bringing DC's Alternative Rock Radio Station, DC101 to 
MARRS 6! The DC101 Promo team will broadcast the 
afternoon races from the track. Be sure to register for 
MARRS 6 now, so you can be a part of the action. Let's 
give them something to talk about! 
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One dynamic of membership organizations like SCCA is 

the way rumors fly.  A big contributor to this is a lack of 

effective communication between members and those 

who are (supposedly) in charge.  As an admittedly guilty 

party on one end of that dynamic, here's the low-down 

on a few things which have recently been making the 

"rumor circuit".  At least this is my perspective as your 

Area Director.  

TIME TRIALS NATIONALS:  With the Board's approval, 

SCCA rolled out a "Time Trials National" plan which was 

unfortunately perceived by many to be a re-vamping of 

time trial and hillclimb events currently staged around the 

country.  Not true.  Rather, it was a blueprint for a single 

event to take place at the end of the season to crown 

national time trails champions as a rough equivalent to 

Solo Nationals in autocross and the Runoffs in road racing.  In effect, it was a set of proposed supplemental 

regulations for that event and has no effect on other events.  Instead of forcing changes to time trials and 

hillclimbs, the Time Trials National is an attempt to enhance these existing programs' profile - and, hopefully, 

participation - by providing a national championship event at the end of the season.  Nothing else changes.   

SOLO FUEL:  Early this year the Board approved a proposal from the Solo Events Board (SEB) regarding "pump 

gas" in some classes.  Because of the extreme difficulties in measuring and controlling turbo boost and because 

increased boost requires increased octane, the "pump gas rule" was seen as a way to control boost through 

indirect and non-invasive means.  However, a problem arose because octane ratings posted on pumps are 

minimums and the actual rating can vary significantly from state to state and station to station.  As a result, 

concern arose about the very real possibility that a competitor could buy gas from the pump, only to learn 

subsequently that the octane was too high and be subject to disqualification after the event.  The Board asked 

the SEB to come back with a recommendation to rectify this unintended consequence.  The SEB proposed a 

modification that included a hard upper limit on octane and outlined a means of fuel compliance.  The Board 

approved that recommendation, and there is now a limit of 95.9 octane for classes required to run on pump gas.   

FUTURE ROAD RACING RUNOFFS VENUES:  The 2018 

Runoffs will be held at Sonoma Raceway, formerly known as 

Sears Point and then Infeneon.  The 2019 Runoffs will be at 

Virginia International Raceway, and SCCA has just entered into 

an agreement to take the Runoffs back to Road America in 2020.   

ROAD RACING PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  When I 

came on the Board I was confused and bemused by the fact that 

we had a Planning Committee and a Strategic Planning 

Committee.  I've always considered planning to be strategic by 

definition, so I asked why the two committees existed.  It turned 

out that the Board's Planning Committee was solely concerned with developing plans for road racing.  After a 

period of head-scratching the Board disbanded the Planning Committee directed SCCA's staff to create a 

working group to take its place.  That's the Road Racing Planning Advisory Committee.  The committee is 

primarily made up of people who plan and operate racing programs in regions around the country along with 

drivers, stewards and other stakeholders.  It's been a free-flowing, no-holds-barred discussion group which has 

largely been looking at ways to enhance participation in and our members' enjoyment of SCCA's road racing 
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program.  We don't have a corner on the ideas market and are interested in hearing the thoughts, ideas, and 

suggestions of our members.   

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP ISSUES:  One of our new president Mike Cobb's priorities is enhancing service to 

our members and the regions to which they belong.  After all, we are a member-driven organization, and without 

its regions SCCA would basically be a bunch of folks in an office in Kansas.  One of Mike's initial steps was to 

hire Chris Robbins, who come to SCCA with a long and successful history of customer service.  One thing that 

became clear is that SCCA had myriad types and levels of memberships which were all piled on to a rickety 

overburdened system which caused frustration in many areas and levels.  This is not something that lends itself 

to a quick fix, but it is all being sorted out and reconciled.   

That's much of the news from the board room.  I hope it clarifies some things but also realize it may raise as 

many questions as it answers.  I'll be glad to talk to anyone about any of this or anything else related to SCCA.

Contact Jack at (703) 304-2003 or JohnJackBurrows@aol.com 

Do you belong to a car club?  Do you want to show your fellow club members what SCCA Road Racing is all 

about?  This is an opportunity to gather your cars and members for a day at Summit Point as the official MARRS 

Car Club of the Weekend!  

The next MARRS event is July 28, 

2018. 

As the official MARRS Car Club of the 

Weekend you'll get: the VIP treatment, 

a reserved car corral, a WDCR SCCA 

on-site coordinator to answer all your 

questions, information card and 

lanyard, a paddock tour, and a meet & 

greet with one of our talented drivers. 

But wait...there's more!  As the official 

MARRS Car Club of the Weekend, 

you will have the opportunity to go out 

on the track behind the pace car 

during the lunchtime break! There may 

even be an opportunity to ride in the 

pace car for one of the afternoon 

races! Now you tell me, what's better 

than that? 

Oh - and did I mention there is 

absolutely no cost for this exciting experience? 

The only requirement is that you coordinate with our representative ahead of time and organize at least 10 

vehicles for the event and we'd appreciate as much social media coverage as you can spare. 

If you are interested and would like more information please contact the MARRS Outreach Coordinator, Alex 

Schefer at alex@drivesocietydc.com. 
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It's right at the halfway point of the WDCR SCCA Solo season. The practice event and three championship 

autocrosses are in the books, with four more championship events are on tap. 

Entry numbers have, for the most part, climbed as much as the temperature has been. The practice event had 

165 entries, and the first points event had 229. The second points event, held on Memorial Day weekend, saw 

156 drivers partake. The numbers rebounded nicely for the June event, where 224 drivers made runs. 

Following the May 12 event, a rare Saturday autocross, 

drivers were invited to stay afterwards and enjoy a party 

celebrating the life of Mike Kline, a WDCR committee member 

who we lost to cancer over the winter. New friends and old 

enjoyed the festivities with food and drinks served. Dessert 

was, naturally, cupcakes. A karaoke setup was fired up and 

many brave souls entertained the crowd, until everything had 

to be put away before thunderstorms moved in. 

Nationally, WDCR members have been making their marks 

at various SCCA Tours and Pro Solos through the first half of 

the year. Danny Kao has enjoyed significant success, winning 

with his CAM-S Camaro in Fort Myers and New Jersey Pro 

Solos, including capturing his first Super Challenge win in the 

Garden State. John Vitamvas won DSP at the Dixie Tour. At the first Match Tour held at ZMax Dragway in 

Concord, NC, Mark Shrivastava and Ryan Davies ran 1-2 in STR. 

DC Region AS drivers enjoyed the Pittsburgh Match Tour, with 

Rusty English winning over Justin Neal, with Cody Hunt in 

fourth. Sam Strano won SSR with Larry Casey third, and Brian 

Karwan won STR with Shrivastava winding up third. In addition 

to Kao's success in New Jersey, others enjoying success 

included Karwan and Marcus Pyne, who ran 1-2 in STR. 

Michelle Knoll won L3 and parlayed that success into winning 

the Ladies Challenge. Vitamvas won the S3 combined class. 

Back home, several good battles are shaping up for coveted 

WDCR championship jackets. F Street has a tie atop the 

standings between Alex Reddick (Mustang) and Pat Gaffney 

(M3). Another tie is found in STR, where Tom Layton (NC MX-

5) is knotted up with Brian Garfield (ND MX-5). In SSR, Chad 

Williams (C7 Corvette) holds a slight three-point lead over Larry Casey (C6 Corvette). Co-drivers Norm Beaver 

and Scott Lentz have traded wins in DM, with Lentz's two wins putting him ahead of Beaver for the time being. 

There are surprisingly few season sweeps happening even just three events in. Ryan Colliflower has three wins 

in three tries in GS, and Sean Glazer has done the same in STU. Josh West has been dominating KM, and 

Cooper Kuhn is doing the same in FJC. Speaking of Formula Junior, thirteen have attended so far in 2018. 

One final note: since WDCR Solo runs at FedEx Field, home of the Washington Redskins, our schedule is set 

before the NFL schedule is released. This means that late-season events are often forced to be rescheduled to 

work around football season. This affects the final points event of 2018, which was originally scheduled for 

September 16. That has been rescheduled to Sunday, October 28. Season subscribers have already been 

entered into the new date. 
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The WDCR-SCCA Road Racing season reached its halfway point at MARRS 5, 

held June 16-17 at Summit Point Raceway. Hot weather was matched with hot 

competition between 194 racers across the nine race groups, with multiple 

incidents on Sunday resulting in one of the longest Sundays in recent memory.  

Multiple black flags in the ITA/RX7, Small Bore, and ITB/ITS race-groups meant 

the checkered flag on the final race didn't fall until 5:25 pm on Sunday. 

Fortunately, all racers walked away to race another day, though the same cannot 

be said for all of their cars (you will be missed, Wrinkles T. Volvo). 

The first half of the 2018 Road Racing Season was remarkably free of inclement 

weather, and as a result MARRS 1 and MARRS 5 at Summit Point featured robust fields and close racing. The 

repaved Summit Point circuit has proven 

as fast as advertised, with 18 classes 

setting new lap records so far in 2018. At 

the halfway point of the season, the 

battles for MARRS Championships and 

the Bill Scott Championships (Summit 

Point Races only) are extremely close in 

several classes, with multiple racers 

currently dicing for the top spots in ITS, 

Spec Miata, Spec RX-7, and SSM.  

The main buzz going through the paddock 

at MARRS 5 was the announcement that 

Summit Point Raceway is in final stages 

of being sold to an unidentified buyer. Not 

much more is known at this point, but I’m 

sure there will be much more news on this 

subject in the coming months. 

MARRS 6 is now just a few weeks away, 

and the second half of the season is sure 

to be as exciting as the first. Radio station 

DC-101 will be on hand at MARRS 6 with 

promos and giveaways. Head on over to 

the MSR link on the Region calendar and 

register early for this event! If you know of 

a car club that would be interested in 

joining us for MARRS 6 or any other 

MARRS event, please contact the 

MARRS Outreach Coordinator: 

alex@drivesocietydc.com. See you all at 

the track!  

MARRS 5 Sprint Bracket Racing Winners (L – R: Jeff Liller, Mark Liller, Wayne Armbrust) 
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It's July and the PDX is headed to the 

Shenandoah Circuit at Summit Point! 

What is PDX, you say? It is your 

opportunity to drive your car on a road 

race circuit with an instructor. PDX is 

an SCCA school where you can learn 

high performance driving. No speed 

limits, just a hand full of rules and an 

instructor to maximize the safety for 

you and your car. You can even work 

your way up to compete in Time Trials 

if you like. Whether you drive a VW or 

a Lotus, there is a place for you at a 

PDX. 

Our PDX program is known for its great 

people and positive environment. From 

our instructors, flaggers, grid workers 

and our safety crew, we are all there to ensure you have a great time. PDX is the place where Autocross, Track 

Night in America and Road Racing all come together. Come and join us on July 21st and 22nd! 

In the next Straightpipe we 

will tell you where our name 

came from and where it is 

going to! 

Photos by Louis Alessi 

(PDX Grid Worker, Road 

Racer, Autocrosser and all 

round good guy!)
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Hey Folks!  Despite mother nature's best efforts, our 

season is off to a great start!   

The program is utilizing two new venues this year and 

both have turned out to be fantastic.  We have been 

thrilled to return to Summit Point Raceway, our former 

home, where the fields have proven to be just as fun as 

they were in years past.  Panthera Training Center in 

Moorefield, WV provides a great deal of elevation change 

and beautiful mountain scenery.  We have two events left 

at Panthera in August before we return to Summit Point 

to round out the season through November. 

With only 3 events complete the points battles are already 

shaping up in most of the classes. We've seen the return 

of some past competitors and many new faces this 

season as well.  The competition is as fierce as ever! 

We'd like to welcome Andy Thomas as Co-Chairman of 

the program for 2018.  Andy is a well-respected longtime 

competitor both in Solo and DC RallyCross and has been 

a tremendous help with the logistics of organizing events. 

We look forward to seeing everyone back at Panthera 

August 5th! 
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The North American MGB Register held their 2018 annual convention in 

Gettysburg, PA on June 18th through the 22nd. Two of the events that 

attendees could participate in were a Road Rally School held on the 19th, 

and a Monte Carlo-style road rally on the 20th. Both events were 

organized by SCCA members Eric Salminen (WDC) and Dennis Blevins 

(SUSQ) and sanctioned by SCCA with the help of the WDC Region club 

office. 

Thirty-one teams took 

advantage of the Rally School 

which included two hours of classroom work followed by a thirty-mile, 

two-hour training rally. Each team also received an electronic copy of 

our ninety-page Road Rally Textbook which was prepared over 

several years by rallyists from the MGs of Baltimore club and the WDC 

Region SCCA. 

Twenty-seven teams ran the Wednesday rally. The seventy-mile 

country road route encircled the town of Gettysburg and finished with 

a driving tour of the seldom-visited East Calvary Field of the 

Gettysburg National Military Park. The Monte Carlo-style route 

contained forty check points although just seventeen (unknown to the competitors) were manned for scoring the 

event.  

It is not possible to give enough "Thanks" to all of the individuals 

from the MGs of Baltimore, the Lanco MG Club (Lancaster, PA 

– covering the central Pennsylvania area), and Heidi of the 

WDC Region who provided hours of their time helping to make 

these two events a success. 

For the uninformed, this being NAMGBR's national convention, 

over 400 MG owners (and a few other British car owners) 

travelled (in their MGs!) to Gettysburg from all over the United 

States and Canada to attend the event – the most-distant 

driving in from Vancouver, British Columbia. This was an 

outstanding opportunity to showcase our mid-Atlantic region 

and hospitality to these folks. 

As an effort initiated by the national SCCA Road Rally 

Board to kick-start road rally programs in Regions that do 

not have one, we hosted Lisa Leathery from the 

Susquehanna Region to this rally school. We will be 

working with her and her team as they prepare for and hold 

their first rally this fall. 
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When the call for a new Straightpipe editor went out in the spring, 

I thought, "I could do that." Then a bunch of other people told me 

the same thing. I submitted my credentials and was rewarded with 

being named the latest in a long line of esteemed former editors 

of this fine publication. The announcement was made with an 

impressive amount of awe-inspiring background information to 

back up my claimed credentials. I know it was awe-inspiring 

because I wrote it myself. 

So, you ask, how did we get here? 

I was born into the SCCA. My dad was a road racer in the late '60s and early '70s, piloting first a G Production 

Spitfire and then a second one in F Production. We were living in western Massachusetts so his home track was 

Lime Rock Park, where I spent 

countless Saturdays on the hillside as 

a child. He also enjoyed ice racing, 

time trials, and autocross - which we 

called gymkhana back then. When he 

ran with the Berkshire Motor Sports 

Club, I'd ride my bicycle to the site, 

keep him up to date with how his 

competition was running, and then I'd 

get to run the course a couple times 

on my bike at the end of the day. 

I entered my first autocross in 1989, driving a 1977 Civic. It was with MoHud Region in Pittsfield. I didn't run my 

second one until twenty years later. 

After Kate and I bought a Miata - and then a second, and a 

third - we ran some low-key autocrosses that were run as 

part of regional Miata owner get-togethers in far-flung 

destinations as Myrtle Beach and Dallas. After those, we 

decided to try out the locals and see if it was a hobby we'd 

like to pursue further. Our first one was with Autocrossers, 

Inc. and we were hooked. The next spring, we had joined 

SCCA and bought WDCR season subscriptions. We fell in 

with a crowd that was full of bad ideas, including trying 

national level out-of-town events, Pro Solos, and - even 

though we had no business being in any event with 

"championship" as part of its name - going to the Solo 

National Championships in 2011. Despite never having 

anything resembling success at Nationals, never even getting into the top half of either STS or STR, we go back 

every year. 

In the next issue, presuming I haven’t been fired before that, I’ll wax poetic about my illustrious writing career. 
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