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Washington DC Region is not just another 
large (Jumbo) Region. Our home Region is 
one of the leaders in the nation and has 
been pretty much from inception. To whom 
much is given much is expected. We set the 
pace and form for many programs, modeled 
from our examples, across the country. We 
also learn from other Regions. The one 
thing we don’t do is shy away from helping 
others. 

Each year the SCCA hosts a National 
Conference. This year the theme centered 

on the 75th year celebration presented as Celebrating our Legacy, Building our 
Future.  Invitations go out seeking speakers and leaders willing to share secrets 
and successes along with expertise and experiences. Of the 14 Washington DC 
Region folks attending, three of us, Betty Harrison, Chuck Edmondson, and I were 
each honored and privileged to speak at presentations through the series of 
meetings and classes provided during the conference. 

Betty was directly involved in the interface between Registration and T&S. Chuck 
delivered his presentation on {SBRR} Bracket racing and managed to catch the 
attention of some of the movers and shakers in the crowd. 

As to my opportunity, the chance to share our Program came on Saturday 
morning. I spoke about Creating Opportunity. In short summary form, here it is: 

 
Creating Opportunity 
Presented 17 January 2019 
SCCA National Convention 
  
Abstract: An apparent continuing drop in membership and participation is 
prompting exploration of options and ideas to introduce to the membership. When 
researching the trends, dramatic declines in the Road Racing Program 
participation were noted between 2008 through 2009 and 2010 into 2011.  Focus 
of effort is intended to stem further decline in Regional membership and 
participation. What does it take to change the course of trends, or are we already 
doing it? At a minimum, we should make every effort to preserve membership at 
its current level or drive toward growth. 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 

“SHORTPIPE” 

Table of Contents 

Nuts & Bolts 
Wayne Armbrust   1 
 
Help Wanted    4 
 
MARRS Advanced 
Purchase Offer    5 
 
HPDE & TT Registrations 
Open     6 
 
WDCR iRacing Spring 
Series Begins    7 
 
WDCR SCCA Solo Program 
Update    8 
 
WDCR RallyCross Dates 
Announced    9 
 
Road Racing Tech Days 
Announced  10 
 
 



2 
 

 
NEED FOR GROWTH  

SCCA Regions are membership driven. People have to want to become members 
and to be motivated to maintain their association with the Club. 
 
We have to grow the membership at a steady pace just to compensate for attrition. 
With exception of the sudden drop in membership and event attendance from 
2008-2011, current rate of decline over the long term (10 years or more) typically 
averages – 1.4% in Region membership with about -2% drop in participation. 
 
Questions we have to ask ourselves. We have to understand how we have arrived 
where we are and where we need to be.  
 

1. Where have we been? 
2. Where are we now? 
3. Where are things headed? 
4. Where do we want to be? 
5. What can we do to influence direction of trends? 

 
To answer these questions, we need to know who we are and look back at the 
numbers to decipher the story.  

How do we differ from Cars & Coffee or the parking lot car shows?  

• Our purpose is to create and offer opportunity to put our car passion in 
motion.  

• SCCA offers a wide buffet of choices for people to develop the full 
experience of driving sports cars to the limit of performance for the driver 
and the car.  

 
Autocross 
Road Racing 
Track Events 

Rally Cross 
Road Rally 
Hill Climbs 

 
What we do and do well; we set the standards for the nation. We are the best at 
what we do. 
 
In addition to driving the wheels off of your car, you can be a part of the action as 
an official.  
 
Administrative 
Stewards 
Registration 
Technical Inspections 
Flagging and Communications 

Pit Management 
Grid Organizers 
Timing and Scoring 
Support Personnel 

 
All these people are up close to and part of the action.  
These people form the organization that makes things happen. 
You don’t need a car to be an integral part of a car event. All you need is the interest and to be there.  
 
 
 
 

Straightpipe 
Needs You 

Straightpipe is the 

newsletter of Washington 

DC Region: your region. 

It’s an ideal resource for 

members to brag about 

successes, lament about 

setbacks, relate stories 

from the road, and 

anything else. We’re 

always on the lookout for 

stories and story ideas. If 

you wish to contribute, 

reach out to us: 

straightpipe@wdcr-scca.org 

Include photos if you can 

so they can be included. 

We can even take your 

story over the phone and 

write it for you. We’ll 

handle all the editing as 

well. 

The next edition of the full 

Straightpipe will be 

published in April 2019. If 

you have a story, or even a 

story idea, contact us at 

the above address so we 

can start planning for the 

content. 
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CREATING OPPORTUNITY 
 
In addition to regular sanctioned events, Washington DC Region places emphasis on areas that contribute to 
the programs and membership in general. Here are some of the ideas and direction the Washington DC Region 
has taken and is pursuing in efforts to encourage Region membership. 
 

 
 

Being open to ideas is being open to risk. Edisonesque testing success may apply; 
Each idea that doesn’t work is a success in learning what not to do. 
 
Through the Region’s efforts and the local track facility management, access to SCCA Road Racing events has 
become easier over the last three years. No spectator gate fees mean we can bring in as many people as we 
can recruit. That is a good place to start. The question is how to reach the people effectively and affordably. 
 
The Region does not schedule, operate, or manage the SCCA program Track Night in America (TNiA) events 
in any way. However, we feel our presence is vital to make a connection with and for participants. Members 
representing WDCR attend the events and offer the participants a chance to learn about our Region and what 
we have to offer. 
 
There has been considerable interest in continuing the invited Car Club visits. It works as sort of a car & coffee 
in motion. 
 
Outreach with opportunities depends entirely on volunteer staffing and a willingness to give from our people. 
Members of the WDCR stepped up to the plate and took on keeping a 10 year program alive. Honoring our 
Veterans was a worthy and common cause. Enough sponsors stepped forward to offset the cost of the event. 
 
Finding groups interested in involvement is challenging. Bringing them into the fold is not difficult, but there has 
to be a lot of groundwork on both sides before the step of Chapter creation is taken.  
 
“We need to give people a place to play that is fun and affordable, and make them feel wanted, respected, 
and appreciated doing so.” (Quote from: Mike Snyder, Washington DC Region.) 
 
We are keeping a finger on the pulse of the Region. It is time to get excited, the next racing season is just around 
the corner! 

Opportunities, take them or make them! 
Let’s make something happen! 
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Worker Support – 2 Volunteers Needed. To assist with distribution of materials, equipment, water, supplies, 
etc. throughout the Summit Point Track at MARRS Events. Should be a minimum of 18 (or 16 with parental 
waiver) and possess a valid driving license. Should be able to drive a delivery van. Check with Registration, 
Race Chairman, or Flag Chief at any MARRS event. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA 
Membership Required  

Tech, “Scrutineer” – Volunteer Jobs open to help inspection of competition vehicles for safety and rule 
compliance. Help with Annual Inspections, Initial inspections for new or replacement Log Books, control traffic 
and assist with impound management and duties each MARRS Race weekend. Check with Registration, Race 
Chairman, or Tech Chief at any MARRS event. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA 
Membership Required  

Flagging and Communications – Volunteer Jobs open, come out and work on the corner stations with the 
experienced folks. Help make a difference in the races. Check with Registration, Race Chairman, or Flag Chief 
at any MARRS event. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA Membership Required 

SPECIAL NOTICE: Novice Flag School being offered 23-24 March 2019 at Summit Point Motorsports Park. 
Washington DC Region SCCA will be hosting the class. Contact Mike Levin  levinml@verizon.net, or Mark Hillyer 
MarkHillyer@gmail.com. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA Membership Required 

Track Events Flagging – Earn track time while you help. Volunteer Jobs open, come out and work on the corner 
stations with the experienced folks. Help make a difference in the races. Check with Registration, Race 
Chairman, or Flag Chief at any MARRS event. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA 
Membership Required 

 



5 
 

 

 
You can now pre-pay for the entire season 
(Summit Point MARRS events only) in 
advance and save 20% over the cost of 
registering for each event individually.   
 
Events included in the 2019 MARRS season 
advanced purchase discount program are:  
 
MARRS 1 (April 06-07) 
MARRS 4 (June 15-16) 
MARRS 5 (July 27-28) 
MARRS 7/8 (Aug 31-Sept 02) 
MARRS 9 (Sept 28-29) 
 
2019 season advanced purchase discounts 
are available from now until Monday, April 8 at 
midnight. Once purchased, the 2019 season 
advanced purchase discount package is non-
refundable, however the 20% savings is 
equivalent to more than the entry fee for a single standard MARRS event, so even if you miss one event you 
realize a savings! 2019 season advanced purchase discounts are also available in a second race class for the 
same 20% discount. The cost of a single class entry advanced purchase package is $,1575 (a $1,925 value), 
and $800 for an additional class (same car and driver). The 2019 season advanced purchase discount is valid 
for the driver who purchases it, and is non-transferable. 
 
To register use this link: msreg.com/2019-MARRS-SS 
 
When you take advantage of this generous offer you will receive credit in MSR equal to the full retail cost of the 
entries if purchased individually. You will still need to go into MSR and register for each event as they are opened.  
When you register simply apply your credit balance instead of paying with a credit card at that time. If you want 
to add or change anything for the individual event, you can also do so at that time by registering with the specific 
details then. 
 
If you are interested in purchasing the advanced discount program and have questions, please contact Heidi in 
the Club Office (301-572-7444). 
 
 

. 
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The 2019 WDCR SCCA Track Event (HPDE) and Time Trials Season Subscription includes: 

• March 09-10 on Summit Point Circuit 

• May 04-05 on Summit Point Circuit 

• July 06-07 on Summit Point's Shenandoah Circuit 

• August 17-18 on Summit Point's Shenandoah Circuit 

• September 14-15 on Summit Point's Shenandoah Circuit 

• October 19-20 on Summit Point's Jefferson Circuit  

Presented by OG Racing, The Official Motorsports Equipment 
Supplier to the Washington DC Region, SCCA 
 
And Radial Tire: Their mission is to assist you in getting the most out 
of your tires and car. 
 
Join the Washington DC Region SCCA for 6 weekends of the 2019 

season of Track Events (HPDE) and Time Trials with the Season 

Subscription at Summit Point.  Register just once, and you will 

automatically be entered into each of the 6 weekend events included 

in the Season Subscription (event dates shown above).  You get all 6 

weekends for the price of 5!  You do not have to register again for the 

individual events - your information from this entry will be carried into 

each of the included weekends.  If you need any changes throughout 

the season (vehicle, car #), just contact the Club Office, and we will 

take care of it for you. 

There are no refunds of any kind for any reason - Season 

Subscription is paid in full during this registration and applied in advance for the 6 participating weekends. 

Track Days (HPDE) and Time Trials will run both Saturday and Sunday of each event, with Track Event (HPDE) 

classes for Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced drivers.  Time Trials are open to street licensed and “closed 

wheel” race cars. (See Supps for details). Join us on Saturday night for a social gathering with food, beverages, 

and plenty of bench racing. 

Two-day Track Event (HPDE) or Time Trial for all 6 weekends:  $1,855 
~or~ 
An “All You Can Eat” option - Entry into both an Advanced Track Day (HPDE) and Time Trial for both days 
Two-day Advanced HPDE plus Time Trial for all 6 weekends:  $2,355 
 
Link: Sign up here 

Our first event for the season will be on the Summit Point Circuit Match 09-10.  This is a great way to shake 

down your race car from the off-season, or get extra seat-time for the upcoming Racing School.  We will 

have HPDE (Track Event) and Time Trials on Saturday, Sunday or both.  Come on out! 

Link: Sign up here 
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WDCR’s spring iRacing season started off with 

a full field in all three classes at Watkins Glen. 

The TCR Kia Optimas made their debut with 

ten entries. Ohio’s DJ Alessandrini and Philly’s 

Ken Houseal resumed their rivalry from last 

season’s MX-5 cars in the new cars, dueling 

bumper-to-bumper until Houseal faded late, 

finishing three and a half seconds behind 

Alessandrini. Darin Treakle, Frank Alessi, and 

Daniel Richardson rounded out the top five. 

The previous big dogs, the Mustang FR500S, 

have been relegated to second-fastest. Ten 

drivers opted for the pony cars and WDCR’s 

Forrest Landy reigned supreme, eking out a 

1.3-second margin of victory over Chris 

Laprus. Dave Fitzgerald was third, followed by 

Mike Monaghan and David Alessi. 

With Alessandrini and Houseal abandoning the MX-

5s for the new Kias, the Mazda class was ripe for the 

picking. Fourteen drivers entered, and Paul Darling 

was the class winner this time out. The battle behind 

him was hotly contested, with Elias Roman, Dennis 

Barrett, Rich DiMarco, and Sam Scott fighting hard in 

the closing laps. Scott was eliminated in a spectacular accident, leaving the final top five in the class Darling, 

Roman, Barrett, Kahlil Natirboff, and Thomas Lee. 

The remaining schedule for the spring season: 

Wednesday, February 13 – New Jersey Motorsports Park (YouTube link) 
Wednesday, February 20 – Summit Point Motorsports Park (YouTube link) 
Wednesday, March 6 – Virginia International Raceway 
Wednesday, March 13 – Charlotte Motor Speedway Roval 
Wednesday, March 20 – Road Atlanta 
 
Race night schedule:  6 p.m. – 7:50 p.m. (Eastern) Practice 
   7:50 p.m. – Drivers meeting 
   8:00 p.m. – Qualifying (TCR & Mustang for 15 minutes, then MX-5) 
   8:30 p.m. – Race (25 minutes) 
 
Additionally, an open practice session will be held in iRacing’s Hosted Race section on Mondays from 7 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Eastern. 
 

Each race will be professionally broadcast on YouTube by SYM TV. The broadcast of the Watkins Glen race is 

here. 

 

 

 

Ken Houseal (23) races inside DJ Alessandrini 
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The 2019 WDCR SCCA Solo season is taking shape as we speak. 

An organizational meeting was held last week where many 

important items were buttoned down. 

The biggest hurdle to overcome is scheduling. Our host, FedEx 

Field, has kept us on our toes with schedule changes early this 

season. Rescheduling autocross dates at FedEx is nothing new, 

as we’ve always been aware that dates, especially those late in 

the season, may have to change as we make our schedule before 

the next season’s NFL preseason and regular season schedules 

are publicized. 

Some early-season changes were necessary this time around, 

and we think we have things settled this way to start the year: 

• March 30 – Level 1 and kart schools 

• March 31 – Level 2 school 

• April 14 – Practice event 

• June 2 – Championship event #1 

• June 23 – Championship event #2 

• July 14 – Championship event #3 

• July 21 – Championship event #4 

• August 11 – Championship event #5 

• August 18 – Championship event #6 

• September 22 – Championship event #7 

 

While we say right now that this is what the schedule will look like to start the season, we have to keep in mind 

that things are still tentative and subject to change. 

We are on the lookout for some energetic, talented individuals who might be able to help out the Solo program 

in a few different areas: 

Solo Committee Member – We’re nice people 

who just want to put on a solid autocross program 

at the best site in the area, and a few more friendly 

faces wouldn’t hurt the effort. If you want to 

contribute grunt work like helping morning setup or 

afternoon breakdown, or speed up the process of 

getting people through the waiver signing in the 

morning, or help novices find their way around the 

lot and the course, we want to talk to you. Send an 

email to solochair@wdcr-scca.org. 

Course designer – Ever wanted to take a crack at 

designing a course for one of our championship 

events? We can put your plan into action. The ideal 

candidate should be willing to coordinate with the 

course layout team in the days before an event, 

and show up early on Sunday to start the process. 

Having an open mind and a willingness to listen to the advice of our experienced course designers is a must. 

Email the Solo Chair or talk to a committee member at an event to discuss this further. 



9 
 

Safety steward – To put it simply, we need Solo Safety Stewards (SSS) or we can’t run. There needs to be one 

assigned to every heat of competition, and while we have adequate coverage now, it never hurts to have more. 

Getting certified is a simple process: invest an hour or so in a class held at a school or a test & tune, and then 

shadow an experienced SSS at a couple of our events and you’ll earn your license. Keep your eyes peeled in 

this space or on our social media platforms to see when a class is scheduled this spring and sign up. 

There’s one last thing to cover here. We’re on the lookout for nominations for two prestigious annual awards. 

The Acceleration Award goes to an individual who has takes a big step forward in competitiveness, independent 

of car improvements, over the previous year. If you realize one of your competitors went from also-ran to 

contender over the course of last season, nominate that person. 

The Spirit of the Sport Award is fairly self-explanatory. This goes to someone who has given a little extra of 

himself or herself for the betterment of the Solo community. If there’s someone you can think of who makes your 

day at FedEx Field go a little more smoothly, or makes you enjoy autocross more, send in a nomination for that 

person. 

Nominations for the above two awards can be emailed to Brian Garfield. 

 

We are still finalizing venues but wanted to publish our dates as soon as possible. Look for season subscription 

registration to open early March! 

• March 31 - Event 1 

• April 28 - Event 2 

• June 02 - Event 3 

• June 29-30 - Event 4 (Two-Day) 

• August 25 - Event 5 

• September 29 - Event 6 

• October 27 - Event 7 

• November 17 - Event 8 

As always these are 

subject to change 

(particularly due to 

weather). We have rain 

dates built-in each 

weekend after each 

scheduled event (not listed 

here). 
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Avoid the lines - come out to get your car's safety and tech inspection before the season starts. 
Two opportunities to get your annual signature and be ready for MARRS: 
 

Saturday, March 9th 

DC Region SCCA HPDE/Track Event 

Summit Point Motorsports Park, Summit Point, WV 

Main Circuit 

1:00pm - 4:30pm 

Saturday, March 16th 

RP Performance, Gasoline Alley 

Summit Point Motorsports Park 

Summit Point, WV 

304-728-6749 

9:00am - 1:00pm 

Please remember that if your vehicle received a tech inspection last season it is valid for 1 year 

from that date. If the vehicle was inspected in August of 2017 it isn't due again until August 2018. 

Your personal protective gear will require a current inspection prior to the first event of the season. 

 


