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Nuts & Other Loose Things - Wayne Armbrust, Region Executive 

Puzzle Pieces 

All the pieces are falling into place, with a 
little prompting in some cases.  It is a large-
scale puzzle covering quite a bit of territory 
and sometimes some very odd pieces.  Over 
the last year, at different times and in 
installments, we have discussed several of 
the parts that need to come together to form 
a picture of the whole thing.  
 
In August 0f 2018 we had our new version of 
the Straightpipe e-newsletter-magazine 
come out.  The big issues have been 
spectacular, thorough, and broad based.  
Alan Claffie took charge and has been 
battling the dragons of dragging feet in prying 

articles and contributions out of our knowledgeable resources.  We also modified 
the format a bit and added an alternating “Shortpipe version” aimed at keeping 
current communication with the membership.  We live or die based on 
communications or lack thereof to and with our membership.  It is more important 
than ever to have an accurate and timely flow of news, current events, and 
informed and detailed direction the Board is taking us in.  
 
In addition to the Straightpipe and Shortpipe versions, we have a presence in 
social media feeding information on developing stories and events to our 
members and others.  Pictures of events and accomplishments and news of 
people, places and things are sent out on a regular basis and in cases of special 
developments. 
 
E-mail blasts come out regularly informing our members of imminent and 
developing issues, events, available registration, and breaking news. 
 
Communication, achieved!  Now all we have to do is keep it up. 
 
The November 2018 issue of Straightpipe contained the RE’s musings about 
money: the stuff that keeps us running and what we need to make things go.  We 
looked at income, expenses, sources, and destinations.  Budgeting was discussed 
and explored.  Since that issue, the Board of Directors has revised the budget 
structure to better zero in on actual expenses to get a better grip on the cash flow 
in and out.  
 
Our Program Directors now have a closer means of tracking expenses, with fewer 
shared costs and a better fit on our operational overhead costs.  
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Money, accounted for! Now all we have to do is keep up the balanced flow. 
 
In the April 2019 Straightpipe, we took a look at the people who were here waiting 
for us to arrive so they could go have some fun.  The founding members and other 
young-at-heart folks fully engaged in developing the Programs we are familiar with.  
Someone had to start the Autocross program, someone else the Road Racing.  
Road Rally had a following that someone took under wing and developed into a 
Region event.  One day someone said let there be a PDX and thus it came to be 
as a result of the blood, sweat, and tears of many.  Time trials was pulled into the 
mix and is growing not only within our Region, but on a national scale.  Our former 
PDX has transitioned into a HPDE Program of national recognition.  
 
In December we added another piece to our picture with the creation of the 
Western Maryland Chapter to bring some new thinking into the Region along with 
another Program to express our passion for sports cars in motion. 
 
All this due to the people of the Region and their passion for auto-sports. 
 
We have the people! All we have to do is keep them, and gain and train others.  
 
As May 2019 rolled into place, we shared a vision of the future from the pages of 
the Straightpipe.  We looked at the broad number of opportunities and expansion 
of our existing programs, knowledge, and resources within our own territory. 
Something we have within reach, all we have to do is make the effort. 
 
We have the 10,000-piece puzzle, most of it is out of the box on the table.  A big 
part of it is forming an active picture of what we do best. 
 
We have a Vision with a Plan.    
 
We have the Communications, 
Money is flowing, 
Our People are in place and ready, 
Plans are solid with more to come. 
  
This is us; we are the Region.  It is a big picture with many shapes and forms and all of it in motion. 
 
More people, more venues, more programs and events, more cash flow and the communication with each other 
to put all the pieces of the puzzle together.  
 
There are still some pieces in the box.  Some assembly required. 
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The Director’s Chair 

Jack Burrows, Area 2 Director 
  

I recently realized something which was vaguely disturbing, namely that a 

recent Majors event marked the 50th anniversary of the first SCCA race I ever 

worked - the 1969 Spring National at Marlboro Raceway.  I'm not a 50-year 

member though.  That was before the requirement to be a licensed member 

to work in hot areas, so I worked under a series of worker log books for 11 

years before finally joining the club.  Regardless, the realization of having 

spent a half century at it made me feel old. 

Like me, SCCA has been through a lot of changes since then.  Most 

significantly, for anyone interested in competing on a road course, we were 

effectively the only game in town.  Or there was gymkhana, which became 

more competitive and ultimately evolved into autocross/solo. 

Other organizations were conducting autocrosses, but SCCA regions lucky 

enough to have access to racing venues largely ignored them because of the 

sense that racing was the club's core business.  There were even occasional 

"field trials" which largely went away until re-emerging as RallyCross. 

Like everything else, cars have changed dramatically and so has the motorsports environment.  SCCA has long 

since ceased to be the only game in town.  Marque clubs became more active in autocross and track events, 

and other organizations emphasizing track competitions have grown.  The solo program grew geometrically, but 

the same can't be said for racing.  My personal perception was that SCCA viewed emerging competitors as 

pesky "wannabes" and stuck to the position that "if you're serious about racing, SCCA is the only place to be."  

While that position may still have some truth, things like the complexity of preparation rules and classes have 

opened the door to allow those heretofore pesky wannabes to siphon off enthusiasts who feel more comfortable 

in their environment.  In recent years, SCCA has realized that we have some serious competition in the 

motorsports market and are no longer the only game in town, but our adaptation to the new market environment 

has been impeded by our long-standing corporate culture. 

There's good news though.  The solo program is healthy and strong.  RallyCross is growing.  Although the same 

can't be said for our racing program, help is on the way.  SCCA has been working to mitigate barriers to 

participation such as cost and complexity of cars and classes and has been streamlining the competition 

licensing process.  There has also been greater support for non-racing track events such as HPDE and time 

trials along with programs such as Track Night in America, all of which can provide a gateway and ultimately 

generate new racers.  We have also seen such things as the Washington DC Region's development of the 

bracket sprint racing program, which is totally independent of car classes and is open to virtually any fendered 

car that meets safety requirements. 

So instead of sitting back and watching ourselves be slowly swamped by competing organizations, SCCA is 

looking forward and moving forward.  The Road Racing Board (formerly the Club Racing Board), which had 

previously been forced to emphasize car classes and rules, has incorporated a group specifically charged with 

developing strategies to rejuvenate the racing program.  Also, the Board of Directors' Strategic Planning 

Committee is looking forward at SCCA as a whole.  As a member of the former group and chairman of the 

Strategic Planning Committee I've seen the participants' dedication, concern, and innovative thinking, and I'm 

optimistic for our collective future. 

There are no overnight fixes.  But I firmly believe we are making course corrections which will benefit us all as a 

club.  All I can say for certain is it will take place in a lot less than another 50 years, which is a good thing for me 

because I expect to be around to see it.  
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

11 June 2019 
 
No motions, lots of discussion on several key subjects define the June Board of Directors meeting. A couple of 
decisions were made to take no action.  
 
The takeaways are: 
 

• Awards Banquets will be split allowing each Program to establish their own format and venue. 
 

• BoD members to attend each Program banquet as possible. 
 

• Region Awards will be distributed at each banquet as relevant with announcements as to overall 
awardees.  
 

• Road Racing Committee and Shirley Thompson will coordinate the LDD Charity program (as usual). 
 

• BoD is considering possible financial options and sources for developing Autocross resources. 
 

• The goals of the Dominion Program organizational meeting in August were discussed. 
 

• Gabrielle Horne has apparently been very busy with the archiving of the old Straightpipe issues. She 
has over 500 digitized. She will be contacting the national archives to gauge their interest as a part of 
the project. 
 

• The 2019-2020 Election committee is Mike Snyder, Alan Olson, Kahlil Natriboff. They will be recruiting 
candidates for the Board election. 

 

HELP WANTED 

Track Events Program Volunteers – We are looking to organize a series of HDPE and Time Trials events to be operated 
out of the Fredericksburg-Richmond area at Dominion Raceway in Thornburg, Virginia. In need for leadership and 
organizers that will help pull a program together. Please contact the RE at RE-WDCR@Outlook.org or Paul Anderson at 
Member310@verizon.net or through Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA Membership Required 
 
Road Racing Worker Support – 2 Volunteers Needed. To assist with distribution of materials, equipment, water, supplies, 
etc. throughout the Summit Point Track at MARRS Events. Should be a minimum of 18 (or 16 with parental waiver) and 
possess a valid driving license. Should be able to drive a delivery van. Check with Registration, Race Chairman, or Flag 
Chief at any MARRS event. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA Membership Required 
 
Road Racing Tech, “Scrutineer” – Volunteer Jobs open to help inspection of competition vehicles for safety and rule 
compliance. Help with Annual Inspections, Initial inspections for new or replacement Log Books, control traffic and assist 
with impound management and duties each MARRS Race weekend. Check with Registration, Race Chairman, or Tech 
Chief at any MARRS event. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA Membership Required 
 
Road Racing Flagging and Communications – Volunteer Jobs open, come out and work on the corner stations with the 
experienced folks. Help make a difference in the races. Check with Registration, Race Chairman, or Flag Chief at any 
MARRS event. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA Membership Required 
 
Track Events HDPE & Time Trials Flagging – Earn track time while you help. Volunteer Jobs open, come out and work 
on the corner stations with the experienced folks. Help make it happen, become an important part of our programs. Check 
with Registration, Worker Coordinator, or TE Safety Steward. Or write to Volunteer at membership@wdcr-scca.org SCCA 
Membership Required 
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Program Update: RallyCross 

By Josh Hickey 
 

DC RallyCross had an action-packed last couple of months, with both local and non-local events. 

First of all, DC Rallycross co-chair Adam Kimmett deserves congratulations for taking the Overall win at the 2019 

Southern Ohio Forest Rally (SOFR) in his Subaru 2.5RS over a large entry full of much faster, much more 

expensive cars. Several other DC RallyCross regulars also competed at SOFR and a number of others went to 

crew as well. Though this is a non-SCCA event, it is a great example of how important SCCA RallyCross is as 

not only a competition in its own right, but also as a stepping-stone to rallysprint and stage rally participation; a 

large portion of DC RallyCross regulars are regular competitors, volunteers, or crew members at stage rallies 

throughout the eastern half of the country.  

Two weeks after SOFR, several DC RallyCross regulars headed to almost the same place in Ohio for the Great 

Lakes National Challenge event, which was attended by the great majority of expected National Championship 

contenders. DC's Andy Thomas ran to a convincing win in Prepared FWD class, crushing all of the other 

competitors. Meanwhile, multiple-time regional Prepared RWD and Modified RWD champion Shawn Roberts 

bumped up his Prepared-class Miata to Modified to run against a field that included multiple former national 

champions and several probable future ones. Running against many heavily-prepared cars, he piloted his not-

far-from-stock Miata to a podium 

finish, taking 3rd place behind 2017 

national champion John England 

and 2018 national runner-up Vaughn 

Micchie, and beating two other 

former national champions. Pretty 

impressive work in a lightly-built car. 

Katie Orgler drove the same Miata to 

a win in Prepared RWD class. In 

short, three DC RallyCross drivers 

went to Ohio, and all three ended up 

on podiums. 

Back to local action, DC RallyCross 

held its annual two-day event on the 

last weekend of June at Panthera 

Training Center in West Virginia. 

With the weather dry but hot, four 

different courses were utilized and 

competitors ended up with over 1200 

seconds in total course time over the 

weekend for the front-runners (and 

more for the slow folks!). The 

Saturday course featured a snaking, 

technical course largely running 

uphill, but dust was a factor. On 

Sunday, the larger course was used, 

running in long transitions along the side of the mountain with some rhythm technical areas as well – giving equal 

opportunity for the nimble cars and the powerful cars to battle it out in several classes. 

In stock all-wheel drive, Julian Zottl annihilated the rest of the class, running away with a nearly 40-second victory 

over 17 total runs. In stock front-wheel drive, Matt Huffman drove his Neon to an 11-second win over Brian 
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Battocchi, whose usual Subaru Impreza was not running, so he showed up in a little econo-compact, still beating 

five other cars. In stock rear-wheel drive, John Stienstra beat his co-driver Elijah Hecox in a two-car class, but 

entertained everyone once again running hard in their Jeep Comanche. 

In prepared all-wheel drive, Kolapo 

DaSilva drove his Mitsubishi Evo to a 

win. Meanwhile, Mike Chilcote drove his 

Mazda Protege to a 27-second win over 

his codriver Adam Dellinger (who was 

almost 90 seconds ahead of 3rd place) in 

a class that had several mechanical 

issues amongst other competitors. 

Shawn Roberts, as usual, crushed the 

competition in Prepared RWD, locking up 

a 45-second win over Thomas Helgesen 

in a BMW e30. 

In modified front-wheel drive, Gregory 

Helm drove his Hyundai Tiburon to a 

victory over Jarred Sleeth, who was 

competing in his newly-acquired stage 

rally Protege. Modified all-wheel-drive, 

as usual, was a large and competitive 

class full of Subarus. Usual class winner Adam Kimmett had some issues with his power steering, trunk, and 

bumpers, which opened the door to Sean Farris to win the class by over 20 seconds, beating out Brandon 

Wuchter's Subaru and Mike Julian's H6-swapped Impreza. Modified rear-wheel-drive, as usual, was the largest 

competition class with 13 cars competing. And as always, competition was tight throughout the class, with a 

large number of BMWs, MR2s, a turbo Miata, and Chris Nonack's stage rally Merkur XR4Ti. And as is often the 

case, 2014 and 2018 class champion Nick Drymalski drove his BMW M3 for 17 runs without hitting a single cone, 

edging out Josh Hickey in his stage rally e30 (who hit more than a single cone) by 8 seconds, with  Jeremy Sitar 

8 seconds behind him in another e36 BMW, and five more BMWs behind him, shutting out the Japanese-car 

contingent. 
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Program Update: Solo 

By Alan Claffie 
 

The last time we spoke, the WDCR Solo program had put on a number of programs at FedEx Field, but still 

hadn’t started its points season. As we put pen to paper this time around, the season is now over half-completed 

with four points-paying autocrosses in the books. We have also hosted a number of schools, test & tunes, and 

even hosted an autocross day for the Ferrari Club of America’s Mid-Atlantic Region. 

We’re seeing some fun battles for class 

championships shaping up with three events 

to go. D Street is one of the biggest and most 

diverse classes, and it’s become the class to 

watch as four drivers are within ten points of 

the class lead. Elias Roman is tied with fellow 

Focus RS driver Mark Canekeratne for the 

lead, with Aure Delaitre (another RS) six 

points behind. Steve Salisbury (Camaro) is 

ten out. 

Two other classes have ties for the lead. 

Street Touring Sport is a showdown of Miata 

drivers Marshall Cone and Lenny Woolcock, 

who each have two wins and two second-

place finishes in their four entries. In Street 

Touring Unlimited, Sean Glazer (Mitsubishi 

Evo) is deadlocked with Jerry Byrd (Subaru 

STi) with 33 points apiece. 

Two classes see the leaders separated by just two points: Super Street R (Cody Hunt leading Larry Casey, 

pictured above), and Street Modified (John Vitamvas over Mike Golden). G Street shows a three-point gap (Nick 

McCrea over Dan Herrera), and E Street Prepared (Sam Vassallo, pictured below, over Big Mike Snyder). 

Typically, we’d see a few classes with runaway winners. 

This is not the case this year. Only two classes have 

drivers who are four-for-four in wins: Brian Karwan in 

Street Touring Roadster and Henry Levinson in Junior 

Kart B. There are many three-win drivers, though. 

Here is the balance of the WDCR Solo schedule for 2019: 

- August 18 (Sunday): Championship event #5 

- August 24 (Saturday): Test & Tune 

- September 29 (Sunday): Championship event #6 

- October 27 (Sunday): Championship event #7 

Also, WDCR chapter club Autocrossers Inc. will be 

holding a Dial-In Day test & tune at Regency Furniture 

Stadium in Waldorf, Maryland on Saturday, August 10. 

Links for registering for all these events can be found on https://www.dlbracing.com/ 
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Finally, there’s going to be a new look for WDCR Solo the next time we pull into FedEx Field. The old region 

trailer was certainly large, and at one point may have been the envy of other regions with all that space inside, 

but it was deteriorating rapidly and, frankly, was too big for our purposes. After some debate, some waiting, and 

a banzai drive to Ohio and back, Solo has its new base of operations. In the coming weeks, the Solo Committee 

will descend upon the old trailer and the new one to take whatever can still be used from the old and configure 

the new.  
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MARRS’ Iron Man 

Iron Man, Man of Steel, Teflon Don, are all taken. Even in light of their stories and legends, we have our own 

bulletproof hero who is faster than a locomotive, has the endurance of solid rock, and is a treasure to have in 

our ranks. Former Board member and keeper of the Region’s treasury Steve (Carbon Fiber) Miller has set the 

bar higher than most of us can see. I actually heard the quote; “I can’t see how he does it!” 

On Saturday 15 June 2019, Steve set his foot to the floor of his Spec Racer Ford 3 (SRF3) and held it there 

through six sessions of qualifying and racing throughout the day. Steve qualified and raced in the SRF3 Class, 

qualified and raced in the Bracket {SBRR} group, and qualified and absolutely dominated the race in the MARRS 

4 ECR Enduro. That adds up to an equivalent of about 30 qualifying laps and 85 laps of racing. In one day’s 

time, Steve turned 115 laps of hot shoe racing not counting the 3 separate pace lap starts. 230 miles of driving 

flat out all compiled into one day. 

Steve is showing us all what the heart of a champion is made of. By the way, did I mention that he swept in for 

the win on the Enduro? 

Congrats to Steve! 

Editor's Note: Steve is far from the only driver to run multiple races during MARRS weekends. For example, in 

MARRS4 (June 15-16), there were 23 double-dippers, and five triple-dippers. That's a lot of driving! 
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Keeping Time 

For 2018 T&S Worker of the Year winner Carol Reber, speed and accuracy are key 
By James Kearney. Photo by Claudine Stueve 

 
Originally published in the June 19 issue of SportsCar magazine. Reprinted with permission. 

 
Carol Reber works behind the 

scenes. She never puts the 

spotlight on herself and she’s 

always working for the good of the 

event – in fact, she nearly wasn’t at 

the presentation where she won the 

SCCA Worker of the Year Award 

during the 2018 National 

Championship Runoffs at Sonoma 

Raceway. “A problem had cropped 

up with the grid for the next day and 

it had to be perfect for the starters 

and stewards before I could go to 

the party,” she says. She was on 

her usual mission for accuracy and 

perfection. 

Months later, I chatted with Carol 

while she was at her home in 

Annapolis, Md. The prior two days 

she’d been helping the Washington 

D.C Region set up a new computer 

system at Summit Point for the D.C. 

Region’s Driver’s School. It was 

cool and very windy, but she points 

to one of the super powers of the 

Timing & Scoring brigade when she 

says happily, “I was inside.” Summit 

Point is Carol’s racing home base 

and she was using the expertise 

she had developed in the prior three 

years of working on the Hoosier 

Super Tour to help out her peeps. 

She makes no claims to be a 

computer geek, but she knows how 

to set the system up.  

She has a good laugh when looking back on how it used to be in T&S. “I was at a theatre cast party in the D.C. 

area when my boyfriend asked me if I wanted to go see a sports car race,” she recalls of her early years in the 

sport. “We drove all night to VIRginia International Raceway and then sat out in the blazing hot sun.” Her next 

race, at Marlboro Raceway, she made up a batch of 3x5 cards for timing purposes and worked out of a station 

wagon.  

Gradually, she gravitated to the results side of the operation. She did some taping and charting, but primarily 

she focused on getting the results out accurately and promptly. Multi-tasking was often the name of the game. 

She did some registration work but then she’d slip back into T&S mode.  
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She became the first female starter of the D. C. Region in the late 1980s, but after her starter role she’d again 

be on T&S duty. “I wanted everyone to be happy, the workers and the drivers – everybody,” she says. “If a driver 

walked all the way to the tower, I wanted them to be treated with respect. Nobody was going to be turned away 

because it was inconvenient. My goal was to get the results out quickly and accurately; and be pleasant about 

it.” 

Carol married well-known D.C. racer Skip Reber in 1972. For a while, they fielded the very Elva Courier that 

Mark Donohue had used to win in 1960 and 1961. Skip later became a mainstay of C Sports Racing, now P2. 

“Our entire family would go to the track when Skip raced, the step-kids and everybody,” she recalls.  

When Skip passed away in 2011, her world changed. “I stayed with the SCCA because my friends are there,” 

she says. “I knew if I didn’t go back later that year, it would just get harder each year. It was hard, but I kept 

going.”  

She says every now and then something will remind her vividly of Skip and it impacts her. Carol says that her 

racing family of friends helped her get through her grieving. “It is important for me to stay connected,” she notes. 

“If you’re not involved, you’re not engaged. With long-term friendships, it’s important to stay connected.” 

Carol went to the SCCA Runoffs on the occasions when Skip competed, but since 2012 she has been a regular 

at Timing & Scoring. “I look to see that everyone has what they need to do their job,” she says. “It can get tense 

at times and people need to maintain their focus. We try to keep it quiet so all can do their work – and, of course, 

snacks are every important.”  

For the last three years, she has traveled to and worked every one of the Hoosier SCCA Super Tour events and 

it has been a big change for her. “A couple of us work with the local Regions to enhance their events,” she 

explains. “Bill Skibbe and I handle the T&S piece of the Super Tour package. We take the better part of a day to 

set everything up.”  

Carol knows herself and she knows what she likes. “I’m not a very good spectator, I like to be connected and 

involved with others. I’m good at correcting things. I’m not a good writer, but I’m a great proofreader,” she 

chuckles.  

It’s folks like Carol, working behind the scenes, who keep the SCCA Road Racing show going on. 
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Hanging Up the Helmet 

By Jack Burrows 
 

For some while now there's been a lot of empty space in my driveway where for years a race car, trailer, and tow 

vehicle resided.  They ultimately departed when I came to the conclusion that, after nearly 20 years of racing, it was 

time to hang up my helmet.  So what if I spent much of it trundling around in the bottom of the pack?  I was doing 

something I'd always wanted to do and loved doing all over the eastern USA in Alfonse the RX7.  So, what happened?   

A few years earlier I had a racing incident which 

ultimately led to my decision.  It wasn't a crash or 

anything dramatic.  It happened late in a race at a Track 

Which Shall Remain Nameless in Ohio when I saw the 

overall leaders running in a close three-car train gaining 

rapidly on me.  Not wanting to mess up their race, I laid 

all the way over to let them cleanly by - and hit what I 

can only describe as "the rough spot from hell."  The 

corner station reported that it bucked Alfonse hard 

enough that the rear end bounced about a foot above 

the pavement.  I landed with a colossal thud and 

immediately felt it in my lower back and hips.  But it 

didn't seem that bad.  The next race came a couple 

weeks later at a well-known premier NASCAR track in 

the Carolinas where the oval was groomed to perfection 

but the infield road section was as rough as the oval was smooth - and the same thing happened. 

For all the untold acres of grass I plowed through over the years, I didn't leave the pavement in either one of those 

cases.  Looking back though, perhaps I should have.  Over the next couple seasons, I began to develop a painful 

debilitation in my right leg.  I reached the point where climbing in and out of the car was agonizing and moving my foot 

between the go-pedal and the slow-pedal was excruciating.  Because it felt muscular, I figured I'd just take some time 

off and give myself time to mend.  That brief sabbatical turned into an entire season.   

Every racer knows the depressing feeling of leaning on the fence as a spectator when your race group is on track and 

your perfectly good race car is parked.  But that slowly morphed into something that surprised me.  After a while I 

came to the realization that I didn't miss it nearly as much as I thought I would.  The leg issue didn't improve.  Alfonse 

sat parked at home through the ensuing winter and following season, and I finally concluded that it was time for us to 

part ways.   

The decision to sell wasn't easy.  I loved that car.  I loved looking out at it and thinking "that's my race car."  I loved 

the looks and thumbs-ups I got on the road while towing it on my open trailer.  And in a more pedantic way, it made 

giving directions to my house easy by saying "You'll see the race car."  But it was time to move on.   

Alfonse and his trailer sold quickly.  The delivery trip was bittersweet, partly because I was parting with an old friend 

and partly because I seemed to be getting more than the usual number of thumbs-ups on the road.  But I was surprised 

on the trip back when I realized I no longer had to worry about between-race maintenance or any of the onerous 

drudgery of loading in or out of the track.  It helped to have a big wad of cash in my pocket and realizing that, despite 

the money I'd spent building and racing the car, the selling price was half again what I'd paid when I originally bought 

it as a grocery getter. But there was another upside.  The sale amounted to the bulk of the closing costs and enabled 

me to buy the house I'd been renting.  So even though it's not entirely true, I tell myself that I may be about the only 

one whose race car turned out to be a good investment.  

The bottom line is I have no regrets.  The years I spend in a race car were perhaps the best in my life so far.  So what 

if I came out of it with compressed discs, arthritic hips and an on-again-off-again leg?  It was well worth it and I wouldn't 

trade it for anything.  Besides, I can now lie about how fast I was and not worry about having to go out and prove it.  

It's all good. 
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Photos: HPDE at Summit Point 

By eTech Photos 
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HPDE Photos by Travis Dixon
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Editor’s Note 

By Alan Claffie 
 

Time flies when you’re having fun. It seems like we were just 

talking about preparations for the 2019 season and, hold on, 

I’m being told that it’s half over already. Where did the time 

go? 

We’ve been busy here at Parsimonious Racing headquarters. 

When we’re not putting in the long hours preparing the next 

issue of WDCR’s Straightpipe (which, admittedly, is merely a 

week-long thrash well after its deadline has passed), we’re 

preparing an assault on local and semi-serious autocross in 

the wrong car for the class, a PRHT NC MX-5 in STR. Sure, 

we’re giving up a couple hundred pounds to the NDs, but 

other than that, those cars are better-prepared and better-

driven. But we’re having fun. 

In the last full issue of the Straightpipe, I detailed my rookie venture into track driving with SCCA’s Track Night 

in America. That went so well that I did a second one in July, and I’ve signed up to do a third in a couple of 

weeks. My ’90 Miata, “Captain Slow,” has proven to be a reliable, safe, and predictable car on Dominion 

Raceway’s two-mile road course and I’m looking forward to going there not as a novice, but as an intermediate 

driver. 

The last time I was there, I met someone driving his own NC Miata in the novice group. I didn’t catch his name 

or hometown, and I neglected to get a picture of his car. Because I’m a journalist. 

Anyway, this fellow was probably of retirement age and his license plate was from either Georgia or Florida. He 

told me that his hobby is following Track Night in America from track to track, trying to go to as many tracks as 

possible while he still could. I don’t think he was sick or anything like that, but he knew that if he wanted to do 

this, sooner would be better than later. 

I was amused at the thought of more people like him following the 

Track Night staff from town to town like Deadheads. But it makes 

sense. With the relatively inexpensive entry fees for TNIA, the 

possibility of going to a number of different tracks becomes a little more 

realistic. The tracks covered are fairly prestigious, too. Just recently it 

was at VIRginia International Raceway. It does Lime Rock Park a 

couple times a year. If you’re willing to travel a bit more, Charlotte 

Motor Speedway isn’t too far away like New Jersey Motorsports Park 

and Pocono Raceway. Further north, there’s Thompson Speedway in 

Connecticut and Palmer Motorsports Park in Massachusetts. A bit 

more traveling could take you to the legendary Daytona International 

Speedway. 

I don’t see myself hauling all the way to Daytona for an evening of tracking, but it’s an option. I really like the 

whole Track Night program and see it as an easy way to see a bunch of different tracks if I so chose. 

Having said that, autocross is still the top priority and I don’t see that changing anytime soon. Having said that, 

I have to get our little Underdog STR car ready for the haul out to Oscoda, Michigan for Pro Solo action. 

The important thing to remember is to keep having #FunWithCars. And if you are, consider writing up a little 

story about how much fun you’re having with your car and sending it to me so I can put it in a future Straightpipe. 


